
THE ORDER OF THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT        

MARCH 21/22, 2020 
 

 Denotes times when the congregation is invited to stand. 
The congregation is encouraged to quietly and prayerfully prepare for worship during the prelude. 

 
It’s said that darkness is nothing more than the absence of light.  Darkness and blindness are 
words often used throughout Scripture to describe our sinfulness—the absence of the true 
Light.  In our continued Lenten journey, we prepare our hearts for the dark afternoon of 
Good Friday at the cross.  Yet even in that darkness, Jesus Christ brings the light of life.  In 
our times of spiritual blindness and comfort in the darkness of this world, we gather again 
today to see His Light through our vision of Spirit-given faith, that our eyes may look to 
Him Who is the Light of the World—the Light no darkness can overcome. 
 

PREPARING TO COME INTO GOD’S PRESENCE 
PRELUDE 
 Fantasy-Prelude on Amazing Grace – C. Callahan   
 
WELCOME 
  
GREETING OF PEACE 

All are invited to greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” 
as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3) 
Any gesture accompanying this greeting (wave, hand over heart with slight bow, or handshake) is welcome. 

                
INVOCATION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  

 
OPENING SENTENCES            Isaiah 42:5–7  

 
P Thus says God, the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who  

spread out the earth and what comes from it,  
C Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it:  
 
 



 
 

 

P “I Am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and  
keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,  

C to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,  
 from the prison those who sit in darkness.” 
 
SONG 

Forever – C. Tomlin  
 

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King; 
His love endures forever! 
For He is good, He is above all things; 
His love endures forever! 
Sing praise, sing praise: 
 
With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, 
His love endures forever! 
For the life that's been reborn, 
His love endures forever! 
Sing praise, sing praise, 
Sing praise, sing praise: 
 
Refrain 
Forever God is faithful,  
Forever God is strong, 
Forever God is with us, 
Forever, forever! 
 
From the rising to the setting sun, 
His love endures forever! 
And by the grace of God we will carry on; 
His love endures forever! 
Sing praise, sing praise, 
Sing praise, sing praise: 
Refrain 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P In the darkness of the world around us and amid our own blindness to His Will and  

Ways, God calls us to confess our sins.  
C Return to the LORD, your God, for He is Gracious and Merciful, slow to  

anger, and abounding in steadfast love.  
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination  
 
P God of God, Light of light,  
C we confess that by nature we are sinful and unclean, born in darkness.  We are  

often blind to Your Word and Your Work in our lives, sinning against You and  
against one another in thought, word, and deed.  For the Sake of Jesus, Who  
is the Light of the world, forgive us all our sins, that our eyes may be opened  
and our hearts enlightened to look to You in faith and hope.  

 
P “And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not  

known I will guide them.  I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough  
places into level ground.  These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them.” 
(Isaiah 42:16) 
Almighty God in His Mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His Sake 
forgives you all your sins.  

 As an ordained servant of the Word, I announce the Grace of God to all of you, and  
in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins  
in the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, Your Mercies are new every morning; and  

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide  
for all our needs of body and soul.  
Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your Merciful Goodness,  
 



 
 

 

P give thanks for all Your Benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus  
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one  
God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT           Isaiah 42:14-21 

(The Lord turns darkness into light.) 

“For a long time I have kept silent, I have 
been quiet and held myself back. But now, 
like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I 
gasp and pant. I will lay waste the 
mountains and hills and dry up all their 
vegetation; I will turn rivers into islands 
and dry up the pools. I will lead the blind 
by ways they have not known, along 
unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will 
turn the darkness into light before them 
and make the rough places smooth. These 
are the things I will do; I will not forsake  
 

 
them. But those who trust in idols, who 
say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ will be 
turned back in utter shame. “Hear, you 
deaf; look, you blind, and see!  Who is 
blind but my servant, and deaf like the 
messenger I send? Who is blind like the 
one in covenant with me, blind like the 
servant of the LORD? You have seen 
many things, but you pay no attention; 
your ears are open, but you do not listen.” 
It pleased the LORD for the sake of his 
righteousness to make his law great and 
glorious. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM                  Psalm 142 

(The Lord God hears our cries for mercy.) 
 
L I cry aloud to the LORD; 
C I lift up my voice to the LORD for mercy.  
 
L I pour out before him my complaint;  
C before him I tell my trouble.  
 
L When my spirit grows faint within me, it is you who watch over my way.  
C In the path where I walk people have hidden a snare for me.  



 

 

L Look and see, there is no one at my right hand; no one is concerned for me.  
C I have no refuge; no one cares for my life.  
 
L I cry to you, LORD;  
C I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.”  
 
L Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need;  
C rescue me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me.  
 
L Set me free from my prison, that I may praise your name.  
C Then the righteous will gather about me because of your goodness to me. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  

beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
EPISTLE                     Ephesians 5:8-14 

(We, who belong to the Light, bring light into the darkness in this world.) 
 
For you were once darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light (for the fruit of the light 
consists in all goodness, righteousness 
and truth) and find out what pleases the 
Lord. Have nothing to do with the 
fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather 
expose them.  It is shameful even to 

mention what the disobedient do in 
secret.  But everything exposed by the 
light becomes visible—and everything 
that is illuminated becomes a light. This 
is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.” 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 
VERSE                  Hebrews 12:2; Psalm 36:9 
 
P [O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, the Founder and Perfecter of our faith, Who 

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the Right Hand of the Throne of God. 

C With you is the fountain of life; in Your light do we see light.  
 
 



 

 

 HOLY GOSPEL               John 9: 1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
(Jesus gives sight to a man born blind) 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

As he went along, he saw a man blind 
from birth. His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” 
“Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened 
so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him.  As long as it is day, 
we must do the works of him who sent 
me. Night is coming, when no one can 
work. While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.” After saying this, he 
spit on the ground, made some mud with 
the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 
 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of 
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So 
the man went and washed, and came 
home seeing. They brought to the 
Pharisees the man who had been blind. 
 Now the day on which Jesus had made 
the mud and opened the man’s eyes was 
a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also 
asked him how he had received his sight. 
“He put mud on my eyes,” the man  

 
replied, “and I washed, and now I 
see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This 
man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, 
“How can a sinner perform such signs?” 
So they were divided. Then they turned 
again to the blind man, “What have you 
to say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” The man replied, “He is a 
prophet.” To this they replied, “You 
were steeped in sin at birth; how dare 
you lecture us!” And they threw him out. 
Jesus heard that they had thrown him 
out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell 
me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus 
said, “You have now seen him; in fact, 
he is the one speaking with you.” Then 
the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 
worshiped him. Jesus said, “For 
judgment I have come into this world, so 
that the blind will see and those who see 
will become blind.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, Lord Christ.  
 
 



 

 
 

SONG                        
 Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) – arr. C. Tomlin, L. Giglio              

 
1.Amazing grace-how sweet the sound- 
    That saved a wretch like me! 
     I once was lost but now am found, 
    Was blind but now I see! 
 
2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
     and grace my fears relieved,  
     How precious did that grace appear 
     the hour I first believed! 
 
Refrain 
My chains are gone; I’ve been set free, 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me! 
And, like a flood, His mercy rains  
unending love, amazing grace! 
 
3. The LORD has promised good to me,  
     His Word my hope secures; 
     He will my shield and portion be 
     As long as life endures.  
 
4. The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,  
      the sun forbear to shine;  
      but God, who called me here below 
      will be forever mine; 
Refrain 
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SERMON What Have You To Say About Him? Rev. Larry Eckart 
I was blind, but now I see! 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of Heaven and earth. 
     And in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, 
     Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into Heaven 
     and sits at the Right Hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the Life  Everlasting. Amen. 
 
SONG                        

 Blessed Assurance                                             WOV 699 
 

Blessèd assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His Blood. 
 
Refrain 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long. 



 

 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His Goodness, lost in His Love. Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     
 
P  Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according  

to their needs.  
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
P Lord, in Your Mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
P Into Your Hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

Mercy for the Sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father Who art in Heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy Name, 
     Thy Kingdom come, 
     Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
     For Thine is the Kingdom 
     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

BENEDICTION 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His Face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
SONG 

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death                         LSB 697  
 

1.Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 
    And Christ shall give you light; 
So learn His love, its length and breadth, 
    Its fullness, depth, and height.  
 
2.To us on earth He came to bring 
    From sin and fear release, 
To give the Spirit’s unity, 
    The very bond of peace.  
 
3.Then walk in love as Christ has loved, 
    Who died that He might save; 
With kind and gentle hearts forgive 
    As God in Christ forgave.  
 
4.For us Christ lived, for us He died, 
    And conquered in the strife; 
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 
    And Christ shall give you life.  
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P          Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C         Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 

 

OFFERING   (The offerings of God’s people will be received through electronic giving, and in baskets located in the Narthex.) 
 
POSTLUDE 

Azmon - P. Manz 
  
Servants in Worship 
 Preacher – Rev. Larry Eckart 
 Liturgist – Rev. Dr. Jonathan Blanke 
 Organist/Pianist – Robert E. Unger, Director of Worship and Music Ministry 
 Pianist – Christopher Anderson Reed, Praise Worship Leader 
 Guitarist/Vocalist – Bob Williams 
 Vocalists – Deb Oesterling, Members of Sanctuary Choir 
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