
THE ORDER OF THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT        

MARCH 28/29, 2020 
 

Our Lord did not intend for us, His creation, to die.  Yet, since the time of Adam and Eve’s first 
sin, death is a part of living in this fallen world.  When disappointing news comes, sometimes all 
that can sustain us is our hope in Jesus and His Promises.  And that hope does not disappoint.  
That is why Jesus’ proclamation of Himself as “the Resurrection and the Life” is so important.  
Death could not hold Jesus.  Death could not hold Lazarus.  Death cannot hold you.  On the 
Last Day, Jesus will call you out from the grave to enter Eternal Life. 
 

PREPARING TO COME INTO GOD’S PRESENCE 
PRELUDE 
 Partita on Wondrous Love – M. Bedford   
 
WELCOME 
  
GREETING OF PEACE 

All are invited to greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” 
as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3) 
Any gesture accompanying this greeting (wave, hand over heart with slight bow, or handshake) is welcome. 

                

SONG 
Our God Saves 

 

In the name of the Father, in the name of the Son, 
In the name of the Spirit, LORD, we come 
We're gathered together to lift up Your name, 
to call on our Savior, to fall on Your grace  

 
Hear the joyful sound of our offering 
as Your saints bow down, as Your people sing; 
We will rise with You lifted on Your wings, 
and the world will see that  

 
Refrain 
Our God saves, our God saves; 
There is hope in Your name 
Mourning turns to songs of praise, 
Our God saves, our God saves!  



INVOCATION 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  

 
PSALM                  Psalm 130 

(The Lord God hears our cries for mercy.) 
 
L Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 
C Lord, hear my voice. 
 
L Let your ears be attentive 
C to my cry for mercy. 
 
L If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 
C Lord, who could stand? 
 
L But with you there is forgiveness, 
C so that we can, with reverence, serve you.  
 
L I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 
C and in his word I put my hope. 
 
L I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
C more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
 
L Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love 
C and with him is full redemption. 
 
L He himself will redeem Israel 
C from all their sins. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  

beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
 Lord, in Your Word You warn, “Those who are in the flesh cannot please God” 

(Romans 8:8). 



 
 

 C We confess that we have lived in the flesh and have set our minds and hearts  
on the things of the flesh.  In living in the flesh, we have done the opposite of  
what pleases You.  We have put ourselves and our own sinful desires ahead of  
You.  We have become occupied with satisfying our wants and have ignored  
the needs of others.  For this, forgive us.  Renew us so that we may not live  
according to the flesh, but in the Spirit.  Amen. 

 
P “You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God  

dwells in you.” (Romans 8:9) 

Baptized into Christ’s Death and Resurrection, you have the Gift of the Holy Spirit, 
Life, and Salvation. As a Called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce the 
Grace of God to all of you, and in the Stead and by the Command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray.  

O God, by the Suffering and Death of Your Son, You redeemed this fallen world.  
 Grant eternal joy to Your faithful people, whom You have delivered from the danger  

of everlasting death, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
 Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 
SONG                        

Ancient Words 
 

Holy words long preserved  
for our walk in this world,  
They resound with God's own heart –  
O let the ancient words impart.  

  
 



Words of life, words of hope  
give us strength, help us cope  
In this world where'er we roam,  
ancient words will guide us home.  

  
Refrain  
Ancient words, ever true,  
changing me; changing you  
We have come with open hearts –  
O let the ancient words impart.  

  
Holy words of our faith  
Handed down to this age  
Came to us through sacrifice  
O heed the faithful words of Christ.  

 
Martyr’s blood stains each page –  
they have died for this faith;  
Hear them cry throughout the years,  
heed these words and hold them dear!  
 
Refrain  
Ancient words, ever true,  
changing me; changing you  
We have come with open hearts –  
O let the ancient words impart.  

 
OLD TESTAMENT  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
            (Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of the dry bones and God’s restoration of life gives hope to His people.) 
 
The hand of the LORD was on me, and he 
brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD 
and set me in the middle of a valley; it was 
full of bones.  He led me back and forth 
among them, and I saw a great many 
bones on the floor of the valley, bones 
that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of 
man, can these bones live? ”I said, 
“Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones 

and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD! This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will 
make breath enter you, and you will come 
to life.  I will attach tendons to you and 
make flesh come upon you and cover you 
with skin; I will put breath in you, and you 
will come to life. Then you will know that 
I am the LORD.’” So I prophesied as I was 
commanded. And as I was prophesying, 



 
 

 

there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 
bones came together, bone to bone.  I 
looked, and tendons and flesh appeared 
on them and skin covered them, but there 
was no breath in them. Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 
son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from 
the four winds and breathe into these 
slain, that they may live.’”  So I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and breath entered 
them; they came to life and stood up on 
their feet—a vast army. Then he said to 
me: “Son of man, these bones are the 

people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut 
off.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: 
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
My people, I am going to open your 
graves and bring you up from them; I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel.Then 
you, my people, will know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves and bring 
you up from them.  I will put my Spirit in 
you and you will live, and I will settle you 
in your own land. Then you will know 
that I the LORD have spoken, and I have 
done it, declares the LORD.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE                        Romans 8:1-11 

(Since we have been justified through faith in Christ, we have peace and hope.) 
 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit 
who gives life has set you free from the 
law of sin and death. For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened 
by the flesh, God did by sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a 
sin offering. And so he condemned sin in 
the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fully met 
in us, who do not live according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. Those 
who live according to the flesh have their 
minds set on what the flesh desires; but 
those who live in accordance with the 

Spirit have their minds set on what the 
Spirit desires.  The mind governed by the 
flesh is death, but the mind governed by 
the Spirit is life and peace.  The mind 
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law, nor can it 
do so.  Those who are in the realm of the 
flesh cannot please God. You, however, 
are not in the realm of the flesh but are in 
the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit 
of God lives in you. And if anyone does 
not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not 
belong to Christ.  But if Christ is in you, 
then even though your body is subject to 
death because of sin, the Spirit gives life 

because of righteousness.   



 

 

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give 

life to your mortal bodies because of  his 
Spirit who lives in you. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 
VERSE                           Hebrews 12:2; John 11:25 
 
P [O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, the Founder and Perfecter of our faith, Who 

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the Right Hand of the Throne of God. 

C I am the Resurrection and the Life.  Whoever believes in Me, though he die,  
yet shall he live. 


HOLY GOSPEL                                John 11:1–53 

(Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.) 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He 
was from Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha.  (This Mary, whose 
brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the 
same one who poured perfume on the 
Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.)  So 
the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the 
one you love is sick.” When he heard this, 
Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in 
death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 
 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus.  So when he heard that 
Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was 
two more days, and then he said to his 
disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”  “But  

 
Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the 
Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you 
are going back?” Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Anyone who walks in the daytime will not 
stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 
 It is when a person walks at night that  
they stumble, for they have no light.” 
After he had said this, he went on to tell 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake him 
up.”  His disciples replied, “Lord, if he 
sleeps, he will get better.”  Jesus had been 
speaking of his death, but his disciples 
thought he meant natural sleep.  



 

 

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead, and for your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.” Then Thomas (also known 
as Didymus) said to the rest of the 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” On his arrival, Jesus found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. Now Bethany was less than two 
miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother.  When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at 
home. “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if 
you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.  But I know that even now God 
will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
Martha answered, “I know he will rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die; and 
whoever lives by believing in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, 
Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 
come into the world.” After she had said 
this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she 
said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary 
heard this, she got up quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the 
village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him.  When the Jews who 
had been with Mary in the house, 
comforting her, noticed how quickly she 

got up and went out, they followed her, 
supposing she was going to the tomb to 
mourn there. When Mary reached the 
place where Jesus was and saw him, she 
fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have 
died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who had come along with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in 
spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid 
him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” 
they replied. Jesus wept. Then the Jews 
said, “See how he loved him!” But some 
of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” Jesus, once more 
deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 
 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, 
Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there four days.” Then Jesus 
said, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe, you will see the glory of God?” So 
they took away the stone. Then Jesus 
looked up and said, “Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me.  I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this for the 
benefit of the people standing here, that 
they may believe that you sent me.” When 
he had said this, Jesus called in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet 
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth 
around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take 
off the grave clothes and let him go.”  



 
 

 

Therefore many of the Jews who had 
come to visit Mary, and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. But some of 
them went to the Pharisees and told them 
what Jesus had done. Then the chief 
priests and the Pharisees called a meeting 
of the Sanhedrin. “What are we 
accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this 
man performing many signs.  If we let him 
go on like this, everyone will believe in 
him, and then the Romans will come and 
take away both our temple and our 
nation.” Then one of them, named 

Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, 
spoke up, “You know nothing at all! You 
do not realize that it is better for you that 
one man die for the people than that the 
whole nation perish.” He did not say this 
on his own, but as high priest that year he 
prophesied that Jesus would die for the 
Jewish nation, and not only for that nation 
but also for the scattered children of God, 
to bring them together and make them 
one. So from that day on they plotted to 
take his life. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, Lord Christ.  
 
SERMON             Not Silent in the Face of Death                    Pastor Jonathan Blanke 
                                                      John 11:1-53  
                                        See Sermon Outline at end of bulletin 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of Heaven and earth. 
     And in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, 
     Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into Heaven 
     and sits at the Right Hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
      
 



 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the Life  Everlasting. Amen. 
 
SONG                        

O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life        LSB 552, vs. 1, 9-10, 4 (Tune: LSB 444) 
 

1. O Christ, who shared our mortal life 
    And ended death’s long reign, 
Who healed the sick and raised the dead 
    And bore our grief and pain: 
We know our years on earth are few, 
    That death is always near. 
Come now to us, O Lord of Life; 
    Bring hope that conquers fear! 

 
2. Two weeping sisters, worn by grief 

    And mired in depths of gloom, 
Stood watching where their brother lay 
    Within a rock-sealed tomb. 
When, Lord, You met them as they mourned, 
    You wept compassion’s tear. 
But Martha, sore with sorrow, said, 
    “He’d lived had You been here!” 

 
3. “I am the Lord of life and death!” 

    You answered Martha’s cry, 
“And all who hear and trust My Word 
    Shall live, although they die!” 
You walked the path to Laz’rus’ tomb, 
    You called him forth by name, 
And living, loving once again, 
    From death to life he came! 

 



 
 

 

4. Death’s power holds us still in thrall 
    And bears us toward the tomb. 
Death’s dark’ning cloud hangs like a pall 
    That threatens earth with doom. 
But You have broken death’s embrace 
    And torn away its sting. 
Restore to life our mortal race! 
    Raise us, O Risen King! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     
 
P  Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according  

to their needs.  
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

P Lord, in Your Mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
P Into Your Hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

Mercy for the Sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father Who art in Heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy Name, 
     Thy Kingdom come, 
     Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
     For Thine is the Kingdom 
     and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 



 

 

BENEDICTION 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His Face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
SONG 

What Wondrous Love Is This                                                 LSB 543 
 

1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing.  

 
4. And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

 
P          Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C         Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 

 

OFFERING   (The offerings of God’s people will be received through electronic giving, and/or mailed to the church office at, 
                                100 W. Lochmere Drive, Cary, N.C. 27518) 
 
POSTLUDE 

Fugue in D – J. Pachelbel 
  
Servants in Worship 
 Preacher – Rev. Dr. Jonathan Blanke 
 Liturgist – Vicar Alan Shaw 
 Organist/Pianist – Robert E. Unger, Director of Worship and Music Ministry 
 Pianist – Christopher Anderson Reed, Praise Worship Leader  
 Vocalists – Rebecca Melland-Kuo, Deb Oesterling 
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Not Silent in the Face of Death (John 11:1–53) 
Lent 5 (Cycle A) 

 
Jesus has not remained silent in the face of death. He has given us a song to sing today… 

and for all eternity! 
 

I. When the death of a loved one occurs, the _____ we’re used to speaking to and 
hearing from one another seem to fail.  

a. The “good news” from doctors diminishes 
b. The voice of the dying person no longer dominates conversation 
c. The silence once the funeral or memorial is over can be deafening 
d. Ordinary relationships among those who survive a death can be also “quieted” 

II. The story of Lazarus in our text is an event inside a more important, _____ _____ 
a. The smaller Lazarus event starts with Jesus’ love for his friends and ends with 

Lazarus being raised from the dead  
b. The larger “Jesus”-event starts with God’s love for the world (John 3:16) and 

ends with the crucified but risen Christ (John 20:24-31)  
III. We confront our own powerlessness, our experience of ______ in the ____ of death  

a.  Jesus didn’t show up at first when Lazarus’s sisters called for Him to come and 
help; didn’t he care?  

b. God doesn’t remove the silence that death brings…doesn’t God care?  
c. He gives us a Lord who cannot remain silent in the face of it!   

IV. Jesus defeats death by disrupting its silence and refusing to let it have the ____ ____!   
a. First, Jesus weeps, giving those who mourn the gift of shared experience; He is 

one of us!  
b. Next, Jesus “snorts” internally (11:33, 38); He is enraged by this thing called 

death! He cannot and will not accept it.  
c. This silence-busting Jesus shouts: “Lazarus, come out! (11:43)” The dead man 

does…and lives!  
d. Jesus’ promise is what intrudes gloriously on the silence death brings to us 

today: “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in Me though he 
die, yet shall he live”! (11:25)  

V. Where are your powerless places today where it seems that ___ is ______?  
a. The coronavirus threat and the “bad news” of statistics that create anxiety and 

hopelessness? The desire to receive Jesus’ body and blood in the sacrament of 
Holy Communion that we are being forced to do without? 

b. Jesus has died for our sins and is risen to new life. His story encompasses our 
story. He speaks Life into our dead, silent places! 


