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Light, Revisited (John 1:4–5, 3:1–2; 12:46; 19:39)  
 

I’ve become more aware of light over the last several weeks. Maybe you have, too. Yes, we’ve moved from standard 
to daylight savings time and now enjoy light outside during the early evening hours! But I’m talking about a different 
kind of light. I’m referring to a heightened awareness of light and dark as our world moves from the outdoors indoors. 
As we adapt to social distancing, we must now get used to interacting with one another in the virtual world of video 
conferencing and FaceTime. Light from a lamp that used to be mere decoration…light from a window that used to 
bring the outside in…either facilitates or frustrates conversations with others. We are revisiting what it means to 
communicate effectively. We are realizing just what a blessing the right kind of light can be. 
  

April this year brings us that wonderful experience of moving from Good Friday to Easter…opportunity to experience 
Light, revisited. But if you think of Good Friday as dark and despairing, think again. In the text for this Sunday (Palm 
Sunday/Sunday of the Passion, April 5), Jesus says: “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes 
in me should stay in darkness.” In Jesus’ world, a world that neither knew the safety of streetlights nor possessed the 
sort of electronic devices that coax people into working deep into the night, life was aligned with the sun. Dark places 
were dangerous places. Honest work got done during the light of day. So it seems strange at first that Jesus’ initial 
encounter with the renowned teacher Nicodemus occurred when Nicodemus assumed no one would likely see him 
do so…at night. Somewhere along the way Jesus called Nicodemus to come to grips with what is true about God and 
what is false in man—and everything seems to have flipped. And then, during an event we often imagine took place 
at night but actually occurred during broad daylight, Jesus was sentenced to death, nailed to a cross, died, and was 
given up to be buried. Could it be that the right kind of Light first shone for Nicodemus when Jesus spoke of God giving 
up His own dear Son love out of love for the world? Might Nicodemus have experienced Jesus’ Light in his darkness as 
He watched that same Son of God die? The Gospel account doesn’t tell us what happened when Nicodemus heard the 
news that Jesus, whose body he prepared for burial, was now alive…that Jesus Christ was risen. Is it possible to believe 
the teacher who first met Jesus in the dark of night and began to see the true Light of God then could ever have been 
the same again?  
 

Good Friday and Easter are an opportunity for us to receive the Light of Jesus in our own personal darkness, too. Good 
Friday and Easter are a chance to revisit what a blessing the right kind of Light can be! No matter the dangers either 
real or imagined that may be lurking in our dark places, the Light of the risen Christ dispels the darkness and grants us 
Life in whatever circumstances tomorrow might bring. The risen Christ is proof that the sins of the world are taken 
away! The risen Christ is God’s promise that death does not have the final word! The risen Christ is proof that the One 
who understands our needs is present with us in the midst of them. Or as the evangelist has written: “The Light shines 
in the darkness. And the darkness has not overcome it (1:5).” What will Easter bring you this year, how will the Light 
of Christ this Easter impact the message you bring to others, what will you discover anew as you revisit the Light that 
no darkness can ever put out?   
 
“Christ is risen!” (“He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”) Amen. Blessed Easter, everyone!   
Pastor Jonathan 
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Pastor Jim and Connie Update/Easter Message 
 

How quickly life can change. During the course of the past year, we keep adjusting to a whole new community. 
Medical, Church, friends. We still grieve the loss of closeness to our friends and church faith community. We hold 
you in our hearts and we take you with us. I (Jim) have progressed with CHF. When the doctor says, “You look better 
in person than you are on paper!” Life perspective changes. 
 

CHF is a progressive terminal illness. I am now under Palliative Care which adds a layer of medical professionals in 
consultation with my many various doctors. Connie’s Parkinson’s is still slowly progressing. Fatigue is her main 
challenge. We do the best we can as long as we can and as well as we can. Connie is a mountain of help and I am 
grateful. Change! 
 

How quickly the world changes. When I started working on this letter a few days ago, my grandchildren were 
attending school, local businesses were open and thriving, the shelves in the grocery stores were well-stocked, 
the church we attend was in a Lenten journey to Easter. My daughters here were experiencing  normal schedules, 
and I had never heard the phrase, “social distancing.” 
 

Now, just days later, schools and universities around the country are closed. Libraries, restaurants, cafes, and cultural 
centers are shutting their doors. People feverishly shop for hand sanitizer, bathroom tissue, bread, and milk. My 
church is closed for a month or more for worship. I am learning to change and keep three to six foot distance from 
every human being I encounter, even my kids. This as you might know is not easy for me. Welcome to life in the 
shadow of Covid-19. Like I said, how quickly the world changes. 
 

We are fragile. We are one — interdependent and interconnected. Our daily choices can have life-and-death 
consequences for other people. Unselfish love is risky, inconvenient, and essential. More is at stake in our spiritual 
lives than our personal safety and comfort. We are called to love God and love one another. 
 

Will we be flexible in the ways we extend love across distances, or will we hunker down in fear and suspicion? Will 
we dare to transcend fear in new ways, even as we practice quarantines and social distancing — or will we forget 
that we are one body, connected and interdependent, incomplete without each other? Will we have eyes to see God 
in our neighbors, regardless of whether they are sick or healthy, insured or uninsured, citizen or foreigner, protected 
or vulnerable? 
 

Will we be brave enough to look  our own vulnerability — our own mortality —  in the eye, and trust that God is 
with us even in the valley of the shadow of death? Or will we yield to cynicism, panic, and despair? I can't think of 
any significant human relationships where love and trust matters more. 
 

How quickly life changes. This may be a historical change to remember where many churches are likely to be closed 
for worship over Holy Week and Easter. It offers us serenity and silence to reflect on the resurrection to transcend 
our lives with the ‘language of love among the divisive language of hate.’ 
 

So “early in the morning, while it was still dark…” That’s where Easter really begins. It begins in darkness. It begins 
with fear, bewilderment, pain, and a profound loss of certainty. Hope in the midst of struggle. As in: here’s what 
happens when ordinary people brush up against an extraordinary love and a God of grace and forgiving mercy. 
Here’s what it looks like when broken, hungry humanity encounters a bizarre and inexplicable Love in the half-light 
of dawn. 
 

This Easter, may the Christ who rose in the darkness transcend us into new life, new light, and new hope. May we 
know him in the half-lit places, the shadowy places, the hard places. 
 

How quickly things change? Celebrate the gift of The Resurrection. Our daily life keeps changing. We remember you 
with endearing love. Our cup is neither full nor empty, but always ready to be blessed by you with thanks. 
 

Connie and pastor emeritus Jim Knuth 
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A special thank you to Dan Mitchell for sharing this 
prayer with us. Although the author is unknown, may 
our prayers for others be fervent. 
 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember 
those whose lives are at stake. 
 

May we who have no risk factor remember those most 
vulnerable. 
 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
remember those who must choose between preserving 
their health or making their rent. 
 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children 
when their schools close remember those who have no 
options. 
 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those 
that have no place to go. 
 

May we who are losing our margin money in the 
tumult of the economic market remember those who 
have no margin at all. 
 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
remember those who have no home. 
 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our 
arms around each other, let us yet 
find ways to be the loving embrace 
of God to our neighbors. 
 

Amen 
 

(Author Unknown) 

Behind the Scenes! 
 

Sunday, March 29 

 

Join us online for worship! 
 

During this different time in our church life, join us online to worship together. 
We strive to have the service on our website (www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship), 

as well as our YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC), 
for Sunday morning worship. Be on the lookout for special service times for Holy Week! 

 

The service bulletin will be included as an attachment with the weekly announcement, 
allowing time to print or prepare to view prior to worship. It can also be found on the Online Worship webpage. 

 

http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship/
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship
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“Our Light” – Congregational Highlights 
 

How things have changed since we wrote the last “Our Light” article. That said, we hold fast to these truths: God is 
in control, and we put our trust in the One Who has overcome the world (John 16:33). 
 

Several areas really stood out in March. First, we are deeply blessed and grateful for Pastor Jonathan’s calm and 
positive leadership guiding us through this uncertain season. Second, here are the many ways the RLC community 
has come together to support and encourage one another: 
 

 1. Special thanks to John Viehe, Garett Nigg, and Susan Moore for moving so quickly to get our March 15 
  Sunday service on YouTube. John has personally lent his equipment, along with his expertise, to make 
  this possible. We were later joined by two RLC video professionals, Jill Hammergren and Pam Allen, 
  who helped provide insight in ways to enhance our service recordings. Special thanks to Jill for her 
  many hours of on-site video direction. 
 

 2. We are staying connected with members in a variety of ways: RCB messages, RLC website, Facebook, 
  Instagram, RLC’s YouTube channel, Zoom, personal phone calls, and snail mail. Be sure to like our 
  Facebook page and subscribe to the YouTube channel to receive encouraging devotional messages 
  from Pastor Jonathan and others. 
 

 3. The church staff, along with Juli Blanke, began making calls to our “over 70” members – making sure 
  they were alright, inquiring of needs (including pastoral care and/or Communion), and if they had 
  family or friend support. There are two additional groups in the process of being contacted by Church 
  Council members – our 60-69 age members and new members who have joined the church over the 
  last three years. 
 

 4. The number of prayers received and shared with our Prayer Community continues to grow each week. 
  Members are reaching out in prayer for loved ones or special needs, inviting all of us to pray collectively. 
 

 5. During our March 7th Discover Resurrection new member class, we had the pleasure of getting to know 
  21 of our new members, representing 14 families and 15 youth, ages 18 mos. to 16 yrs. (a total of 37). 
  Thanks to Deb Oesterling, Pastor Jonathan, Vicar Alan, and Bob Unger for putting the class together. 
  We look forward to welcoming our new families in service sometime soon! 
 

 6. In early March, we celebrated National Lutheran Schools Week that culminated in a special worship 
  service led by our youth band, Exodus, and vocal ensemble, Harmonia Deum. We are blessed to have 
  the quality of youth and leadership that we have in our church and schools. Special thanks to Bob Unger 
  and Christopher Reed for leading this youth praise team. 
 

 7. Thanks to Vicar Alan for stepping up and being a part of our services, providing more support to 
  Pastor Jonathan. 
 

 8. We are using a new Lenten style service this year called, Holden Evening Prayer. Special thanks to our 
  choir members and to Nathan and Faith Jahnke, Bob Unger, Rebecca Melland-Kuo, and Lecia Cecconi-
  Roberts for sharing their musical gifts with us via YouTube as this special mid-week service continues. 
 

 9. Our Service Change Focus Group held its initial meeting. Thanks to Teresa Gresham for leading this 
  evaluation and to the 23 RLC members participating. 
 

 10. Tom Kolb and Diane Hooper have led RLS and RLP, respectively, through the required transitions due 
  to the virus. Many thanks to our school staff for their leadership in navigating these unchartered waters 
  while continuing to serve the needs of teachers, students, and families. 
 

 11. Thanks to our quilters – a wonderful group now making masks in their homes for hospital staff. The 
  purpose of these masks is to help extend the life of regular face masks. 
 

 12. Council this month was privileged to have two High School youth attend our meeting, as a component 
  of the Leadership Team development. We appreciate their time and perspective. 
 

Please feel free to let Pastor Jonathan or Bob Shimmel know of any activity or person who continues to Shine Their 
Light at RLC. 
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Not Pie-In-The-Sky Make-Believe Joy, But Real Joy  
 

Faith is not an escape from the realities of this world. 
Joy comes not from pretending sin, evil and death 
don’t exist, but from trusting in God to conquer these 
things on our behalf and to deliver us from them. 
We suffer from the effects of sin, both the sins we 
ourselves commit and the sins that others commit, 
and we deserve only punishment. Joy is found in 
the promises of God in Christ to deliver us through 
forgiveness to the life of the world to come, where 
there will be no more sin, death, suffering or pain. 
Christ suffered and will never leave us in our suffering. 
In Him we have joy. 

 
 
 
 

COMING THIS FALL! 
 

RLC's Operation InAsMuch event was scheduled for 
Saturday, April 25. Unfortunately, we have postponed 
this event until the Fall. This annual event is a time 
when we provide numerous acts of service for our 
church, community, and country. 
 

While we can’t gather together, we ask to remember 
the mission based on Matthew 25:40 where Jesus 
says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.” Also, we ask you to continue to pray for those 
providing critical services, caring for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and look for opportunities where you 
can safely and compassionately reach out in service. 
 

During these difficult times, we pray that you stay 
healthy and safe. 
 

- Jan Boyer 

All Aboard! We always have a great time at Vacation 
Bible School! This summer during Rocky Railway, we 
will share God's love and grow in faith through music, 
crafts, stories, and activities. Thank you for being part 
of the fun and fellowship! 

 

Preschool (3 year old) through 3rd Grade 
Monday, June 29-Friday, July 3 

9:00 am-12:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let's hit the tracks and explore how Jesus' 
power helps us through everything! 
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March 3, 2020 
 

Dear friends at RLC in Cary! 
 

Lenten greetings in Jesus' name from Phnom Penh!   
With joyful hearts, we THANK YOU for your support 
of our family as we live and serve God's mission in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Even as we serve across 
oceans, we never feel alone because we know there 
are so many who pray for us and send us on their 
behalf. THANK YOU giving of yourselves so that we 
can be salt and light for Jesus here. 
 

We have begun the season of Lent in Phnom Penh. 
J.P. was encouraged to organize an Ash Wednesday 
service for Christ Lutheran Church. As a new practice 
for this church, we were thrilled with how well it went! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J.P. will also help them organize a Good Friday service 
in April. In our last newsletter, we celebrated recent 
baptisms at Christ Lutheran Church. Praise God, there 
was another one less than two weeks ago as Kim 
Meung came to the waters! In late January, J.P. 
attended and preached at constituting convention for 
the Cambodia Lutheran Church. The event was a key 
moment in the life of the church body with whom we 
are called to serve. 
 

In family news, Isaac turned 3 in February. Celeste will 
turn 13 this coming weekend. It is hard to believe that 
both of them, along with Isabella, have spent their 
entire lives in Southeast Asia! What a blessing! 
 

Again, we THANK YOU for your partnership. Please feel 
free to reach out to us any time. We thank God that no 
matter where we are in the world, this Lent we are all 
walking with Jesus to the cross...and beyond it. God 
bless you as you boldly follow Jesus. 
 

In Christ, 
J.P., Aimee, Celeste, Bella, and Isaac 
 

John.Cima@lcms.org          Aimee.Cima@lcms.org 
www.cimafam.com             www.lcms.org/cima 

The Piecemakers 
 

First, a nurse from UNC Hospital requested sewn facial 
masks for their staff to be worn on top of their CDC 
certified masks to extend the time the CDC masks can 
be worn. These masks will be sanitized and reused 
throughout the pandemic. The Piecemakers answered 
the call! In just a few days, they made 87 masks with 
the first batch delivered last Wednesday. 

Great job, ladies! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week, they delivered 233 masks to a medical 
group heading to New York! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         Sandy Brummeyer                    Linda Cook 
 

Within 2 weeks, the amazing ladies of 
the Piecemakers (RLC Quilters) 

made over 300+ masks! 
 

mailto:John.Cima@lcms.org
mailto:Aimee.Cima@lcms.org
http://www.cimafam.com/
http://www.lcms.org/cima
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Student Ministry 
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  Matthew 18:20 

 

Right before the pandemic hit full force, an exciting new partnership was starting to take root. The RLC Children and 
Family Ministry and the RLC Breakaway (High School Youth) have cooperatively started working with our brothers 
and sisters of the Oromo Church and their Sunday School program. Pastor Daniel and his Sunday School team reached 
out to us in hopes of receiving some training and advice as to how to implement a Sunday School program that serves 
a small group with a wide age range. 
 

On March 8, five of our Breakaway members helped to plan, prep, and implement a Sunday School class for the Oromo 
Sunday School children based on the scripture that when we are one family in Christ. Psalm 133:1, “How good and 
pleasant is it when God’s people live in unity!” 
 

We made friendship bracelets to trade 
and forged new friendships. To step 
back and watch the interactions, the 
laughter and the genuine care of each 
group for each other was seeing God’s 
mighty hands at work. I am so excited 
to continue this partnership once again 
when this health crisis is over. 
 

A special thank you to Emma and Jason 
Key, Ethan and Ilea Kuo, and Logan Webb 
for your servant hearts for thi 
service project. You all rock! 
 
Joyfully His, 
Ms. Jenny, High School Youth Director 
jenny.piontek@rlcary.org. 

 

mailto:jenny.piontek@rlcary.org
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Gifts and Memorials 
  

The following gifts have been received by RLC: 
 
For The Coffeehouse: 
  

In Memory of Paula Boehm 
 Jack and Darlene Bartels  
 
For the General Fund: 
  

In Honor of the Justice Family 
 Larry and Debbie Adams  
 
For Gifts and Memorials: 
  

In Memory of the Jackie Paasch 
 Marilyn Bremer 

 
 
 
 
3 Adam and Michele Brake  
 

4  Scott and Angela Ferguson  
 Craig and Teresa Gresham  
 

5 Mark and Shari Bishop  
 Walter and Bonnie Wade  
 

6 Chris Tilley and Gina Casselberry  
 

7 Kyle and Christa Hassler 
 Phil and Hillary Strengholt 
 

8 Keith and Yvonne Braswell – 64 years 
 

10 Russell and Danielle Altieri  
 

11 Brian and Katey Petz  
 

14 Rick and Susan Collins  
 Hannah Wapshott and Daniel Stehli 
 

15 Larry and Kathi Carlson  
 

17 Bill and Barbara Werner  
 

19 Jeff and Rachel Dargan  
 

20 Mike and Nancy Balsamello – 45 years 
 Mike and Roberta Danilowicz – 35 years 
 

21 Mike and Julie Diesch 
 George and Chris Johanson  
 Charles and Stacy Miller  
 

23 Eric and Gretchen Bostick – 15 years 
 Mark and Sally Zimmerman 
 

24 Baron and Tracy Kendrick – 10 years 
 

25 Mark and Kim Otten  
 Neil and Kelly Porter  
 

28 Jeff and Cheryl Fike  
 

30 Bud and Teri McCarty  

*Names and dates are taken from our computer software, 
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

 

Resurrection Service Project (RSP) 
assists elderly, infirmed, those in financial difficulty, 
others in our community with home maintenance 
and repairs. 
 

Contact Tim Hiteshew through RCB or the church 
office (919-851-7248, office@rlcary.org). 

mailto:office@rlcary.org
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    www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
  

  
    www.instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 
 

    www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

Learn more about Resurrection Lutheran Church at 
  

www.RLCary.org 
  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is the 20th of each month. 
 

Please send submissions to Susan.Moore@RLCary.org. 

 
 
 
 

1 Brian Alonso 
 Emil Breckling 
 Jordan Cecco 
 Emma Key 
 Spencer Kostansek 
 Dottye Nichols 
 

2 Mike Diesch 
 Craig Gresham 
 Jaxon Huddle 
 

3 Darlene Bartels 
 Deb Gebbia 
 Christa Hassler 
 Lyla Holfelder 
 

4 Maria Hancock 
 

5 Anne Heard 
 

6 Elaine Caltrider 
 Amie Frisbie 
 Mason Lovejoy-Johnson 
 Tabor Simmons 
 

7 Cathy Campbell 
 Mackenzie Sottini 
 

8 Cole Hansen 
 Dave Upton 
 

9 Jenny Beyer 
 Melissa Holfelder 
 Kim Logsdon 
 Paul Swiersz 
 

10 Pam Brown 
 Katy Guthrie 
 Don Schautteet 
 

11 Fred Page 
 Barb Shimmel 
 

13 Robert Hoffmeister 
 

14 Janet Bowling 
 Angela Ferguson 
 Lyle Malotky 
 Eloise Verburgt 
 

15 Dave Breiler 
 Jan Cecco 
 Julie Shimmel 
 Alex Wenzel 
 Megan Williams 
 

16 Callie Beyer 
 Cooper Stow 
 

17 Jim Logsdon 
 Sonja Striplin 
 

18 Ron Elmer 
 Katy Johnson 
 Ben Meyer 
 Eric Peacock 
 Bill Webster 
 

19 Luke Neal 
 Jonah Saacks 
 Abigail Verburgt 
 

20 David Shaw 
 

22 Angela Cottle 
 John Leuenberger 
 Reid Strengholt 
 Jonathan Suskin 
 Zachary Zadow 
 

23 Geneva Bostian 
 Jason Moll 
 Eunice Shoemaker 
 Martin Stephani 
 

24 Roger Bushee 
 Kyle Mcdonald 
 Mary Wasilak 
 Jack Wildey 
 

25 Vicki Brady 
 Sandy Brummeyer 
 Chad Guthrie 
 Laura Kell 
 Lauryn Webb 
 

26 Cheryl Fike 
 Jill Hammergren 
 Zachary Heffner 
 Enzo Moscatello 
 

27 Nicole Gonzalez 
 Breann Moore 
 Chris Reed 
 Linda Rhoden 
 

28 Tilley Casselberry 
 John Healey 
 Suzi Heffner 
 Samuel LaCroix 
 David Saacks 
 Mikayla Tilley 
 

29 Jennifer Bolte 
 Courtney Hoffmeister 
 Jacin Suskin 
 

30 Aubrey Farmer 
 Addison Hancock  

*Names and dates are taken from our 
computer software, “Shepherd’s Staff”. 
Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.instagram.com/resurrectionlutherancary
http://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
mailto:Susan.Moore@RLCary.org

