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Let It Flow (John 7:37-39)  
 

God provides water for those who are parched and weary of spirit. It’s a familiar theme in the Scriptures. There is 
a replenishing and quenching of thirst by our God who supplies what we do not have: sufficiency in place of our 
insufficiency…strength in place of our weakness…love in place of our offenses. Jesus invites us to find in Him relief 
from the dry patches in life that would sap our strength and forever dry up all our hopes.  
 

Water’s ability to heal a parched and weary spirit isn’t the whole story, though. Jesus wants us to see something 
else about water. Instead of using water only as an image of something that quenches thirst, Jesus also illustrates 
the work of the Spirit as water in us that never stops FLOWING. “‘Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ Now this He said about the Spirit.” Someone I know once put it like 
this: “The Holy Spirit is not at work damming up the love of God in us, causing us to enjoy it all for ourselves. The 
Spirit is at work to make the love of God flow…in us and through us, to others. It isn’t ours to ration. It is only ours 
to let flow, out into the world, for others to enjoy.” 
 

So much has changed this year. You’ve already noticed, but here’s just a little of what I’m talking about: Operation 
InAsMuch, Bunks Across America, Appalachian Service Project all either canceled or rescheduled; new member 
recognition, 5th grade first communion, and confirmation celebrations all postponed to late summer; Vacation Bible 
School going online; Holy Communion distributed and received in person, for the time being, in the church parking 
lot! What about your family vacation? What about that wedding you were supposed to attend? What about that 
college visit your high schooler had planned? And now the evil of racial injustice in our country has again become 
impossible to ignore, as protests give voice to the cry for reform, though in some places are spiraling out of control. 
What can any one person do to make a difference? What can any one person do sometimes just to survive? Can we 
be certain there’s enough living water available for us…and for all the parched and weary souls around us? “Come, 
Holy Spirit!” 
 

The Holy Spirit, at work through the Word of our God, like water from a source you can count on, stands forever. 
And the Spirit does more than just stand around with the spigot turned off! The Spirit is at work to see that not only 
are our own cups are full. The Spirit is at work to see that a measure of God’s goodness (a small portion of God’s 
loving kindness, faithfulness, justice, and peace) that we experience for ourselves is overflowing for those we are 
privileged to meet.  
 

Are our cups in need of filling? Let’s go to the source and get the living water we need. Are there any thirsty people 
out there? Let’s find them. Are there any empty cups belonging to others that need filling? Let’s fill them.  
 

Let’s receive the living water of the Spirit in abundance. But, by the grace of God, let’s serve. By the grace of God, 
let’s let it flow!    
 
Pastor Jonathan 
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RLC During Covid-19 
 

Covid-19 may have kept us socially distant over the past two months, but our spiritual connection in Christ remains 
strong. We thank God for these blessings made evident since mid-March. 
 

 1. We have learned how to effectively pre-produce a worship service and continue to utilize the skills 
  and gifts of more of our members. The good news: based on the number of YouTube views, we are 
  reaching more households. We have also been able to procure additional equipment that will help 
  enhance the process, save time, and help facilitate our move to livestreaming, enabling us to reach 
  more people with the Good News of Christ Jesus. 
 

 2. We have watched the service partnership between Pastor Jonathan and Vicar Alan continue to grow 
  and flourish. Pastor Jonathan has now completed his first sermon series of 2020, and we have been  
  privileged to watch the Lord bless Vicar Alan’s confidence in proclaiming the Word from the pulpit. 
 

 3. Pastor Jonathan and Bob Unger’s online weekly devotions have provided us with additional 
  opportunities for reflection, encouragement, and inspiration.  
 
 4. Staying connected through Zoom has become our “new normal”. Many of our groups and studies 
  have grown in both size and number. 
 

 5. As we grow through this season, our members continue to lift up more prayer requests. All one 
  needs to do is look at the prayer summary in our weekly communications to see the growing 
  number of prayer concerns shared.  
 

 6. We are thankful for the financial response we have received from many of our members, especially 
  those who have increased their support during this time. Our Love Fund has also grown, allowing us 
  to meet member need. 
 

 7. We were blessed to receive funding from the Payroll Protection Program which allows us to keep 
  many of our church and school staffs employed. 
 

 8. We continue to make progress on several strategic opportunities. The Service Change Taskforce 
  has continued to meet and is now developing some initial options. We have introduced Right Now 
  Media for the Wednesday night Bible Study. The Council continues to work on implementation 
  plans of key goals, including the game plan and timing to hire an Associate Pastor next year. 
 

 9. Two of our High School youth have decided to pursue a ministerial career. RLC will be providing 
  them financial support through the Next 40 Ministry proceeds. 
 

 10. Special efforts have been made to reach out to our members to make sure they are doing well, 
  offer prayer, and help as needed. 
 

 11. We have increased the development and use of Visual Faith elements to support our weekly 
  lessons, including items for our younger members. 
 

 12. Lastly, more emphasis has been placed on keeping everyone informed. Pastor Jonathan continues 
  to update members on government regulations related to services and the impact on our programs, 
  all in an effort to keep our members safe. 
 
Your Church Council 
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2 Ways 
Church Office: (919) 851-7248 

Go to www.rlcary.org. 
 

Select Prayer Ministry under Ministries tab. 
 

Enter request. Click submit. 
 

Requests go to the  
Prayer Chain and Prayer Communities. 

Let us 
pray for 

you. 

Prayers received throughout the week are offered to the Lord during weekly worship. 

 

Help Us Grow 
the Love Fund 

 
 
 

As a result of COVID-19, many in our area have lost 
jobs, including church members. In anticipation of 
an increased need for assistance, please consider 
donating to the RLC Love Fund as we support one 
another in this time of crisis. 
 

Make your check payable to RLC, note Love Fund in 
memo, or through online giving, enter amount in 
Love Fund line. 
 

Thank you! 

Gifts and Memorials 
  

The following gifts have been received by RLC: 
 
For the Love Fund: 
  

In Memory of Mildred Barteck’s Birthday 
 Kathy and Julie Rasmussen 

FLAT JESUS! 
 

Is your family traveling soon? Did you know that Jesus 
likes to go along for a family fun adventure, too. 
 

Well, now that school is really coming to an end and 
your family may be taking a trip soon, why not take 
"Flat Jesus". All you have to do is print out the blank 
body outline (see attachment) or create your own, 
then begin decorating  to create your own "Flat Jesus". 
 

Now "Flat Jesus" is ready to tag along and share in 
your adventures! You can take "Flat Jesus" to meet 
new friends, see Grandma/Grandpa, to the beach, to 
the mountains, or even camping. 
 

Don't forget to take pictures and document your 
memories along the way. And, when you get home, 
share your "Flat Jesus" journey with Ms. Lea at 
lea.webb@rlcary.org. Then you can look for your story 
to be documented in the RLC weekly announcements. 
Prizes will be rewarded. 
 

Remember when you 
are packing, Jesus wants  
to go on a summer  
adventure too, with you. 

 

mailto:lea.webb@rlcary.org
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Vicar Alan’s Coaching Corner 
 

I’ve had some “ah-ha” moments in my life. You know them. Those moments when you think 
“what if” and the creative juices just start flowing. And I don’t know about you, but I often 
follow that thought up with “why didn’t I think about this before.” I had one of those 
moments recently as I was listening to one of Pastor Blanke’s Thursday devotionals on 
RLC’s Facebook page. (Other great devotionals are posted on Facebook as well, so if you’re 

not following RLC’s page, I would highly encourage you to check it out sometime.) Anyway, that wasn’t the “ah-ha” 
moment for me. My moment happened when I started thinking about two things back to back. 
 

The first was our Southeastern District’s coaching network and how we talked about doing speed coaching at one of 
the conferences. (Speed coaching – for those who may be unfamiliar with the term – is a 15-20-minute coaching session 
that does a quick dive into a topic). Speed coaching often results in more questions than answers but that’s a good 
thing. It gets you thinking and can lead to one or more specific ’next steps’. The second was the multiple stories I’ve 
heard over the years from Pastors who diligently prayed and studied and prayed some more while crafting a sermon 
message. After the service, someone would say they got something out of the message that was completely different 
than what the Pastor was thinking; however, it was obviously the Spirit at work for that individual. 
 

Combining those thoughts I started wondering, “How many people at Resurrection, or those that are listening to us 
online, are getting something specific out of a sermon or an online devotional or a Bible study or a small group…and 
then letting it go?” If the Spirit is showing up for us in the Word, we ought to do some follow-up work to explore what 
that means. Sometimes the answer is right in front of us, but it takes a coaching question or two to draw it out. 
 

So, let’s start doing some speed coaching. What’s 15-20 minutes of your time if it leads you to some deeper under-
standing of the Word or shows you how you can put “love your neighbor” into action? My specific ministry for the 
seminary program is “congregational coaching” so let’s jump into this together and see where it leads. I’m willing to 
bet there are many “ah-ha” moments out there waiting to be uncovered. 
 

If you’re interested in exploring what coaching can do for you, reach out to me at alan.shaw@rlcary.org. 
 
 
Editor’s note: All devotionals shared on our Facebook page are posted briefly on the Online Devotions webpage and can 
also be viewed at your convenience on RLC’s YouTube channel. So even if you are not on Facebook, all of the devotions 
are available to you online. 

mailto:alan.shaw@rlcary.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary/
http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-devotions/
http://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
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Resurrection Lutheran School, Class of 2020 
 

Nick Altieri Holly Springs High School 
Jack Armstrong Athens Drive High School 
Colette Armstrong Athens Drive High School 
Melanie Baldisserotto Athens Drive High School 
Cassidy Brake Longleaf School of the Arts 
Blake Burgiss Middle Creek High School 
Benjamin Catalini Triangle Math & Science Academy 
Brooklynn Colewell Green Level High School 
Leah Heidepriem Fuquay Varina High School 
Samantha Hill Holly Springs High School 
Daniel Hofman Athens Drive High School 
Aiden Kerns Apex Friendship High School 
Melat Melaku Apex Friendship High School 
Wesley Nack Raleigh Charter High School 
Griffin Patrick Apex Friendship High School 
Abby Sottini Saint Mary’s High School 
Evan Thiede Green Hope High School 
Leisl Tran Green Hope High School 
Makenzie Voorhis Holly Springs High School 
 

High School Graduates 
 

Cody Seaman Fuquay Varina High School, Cum Laude 
      to University of North Carolina-Charlotte, Engineering  (Nancy Randolph’s Grandson) 
 

College Graduates 
 

Sydney Edeal  Elon University, B.S. in Marketing  (Graduate of RLS) 
Josephine Quinn Fike Ohio State University, B.S. in Public Health with Honors 
      Pursuing Master’s, Healthcare Administration 
Ian Glenn   NC State University, B.S. in Electrical Engineering 
         Pursuing PhD, Electrical Engineering 
Madeline Lubak   NC State University, B.A. in Communications, Media Concentration 
Jonah Saacks   American University, Master’s in Environmental Policy 
Lucas Saacks   Appalachian State University, Summa Cum Laude, in Exercise Science 
         Pursuing Physical Therapy at Duke University 
Peyton Wood   NC State University, Summa Cum Laude, B.S. in Statistics, B.S. in Mathematics, 
         Minor in Music, Pursuing PhD in Mathematics at University of California-Davis 
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3 Kevin and Shelly Blackburn – 15 years 
 Paul and Angie Swiersz – 25 years 
 

6 Rev. Jonathan and Juli Blanke 
 Darrell and Anita Moore – 61 years 
 Kurt and Misty Rayfield  
 John and Eunice Shoemaker  
 Bob and Jennifer Williams  
 

7 John and Sandy Eckstein – 62 years 
 Don and Kathy Martin – 51 years 
 

8 Glenn and Paige Key 
 Todd and Dottye Nichols 
 Rich and Cheryl Roth  
 Scott and Petra Smith 
 

10 Randy and Cindy Murray – 25 years 
 Mark and Pat Otten  
 

12 John and Alison Adams  
 John and Linda Cook  
 

13 Rick and Valerie McClain 
 Jim and Thelma Rhodes – 56 years 
 

14 Charles and Susan Stephanoff  
 

15 Bill and Eileen Douglas – 57  years 
 Robert  and Julie Koren – 35 years 
 Edward and Susan Wienholt – 35 years 
 

 
 
16 Marty and Emmy Cullen – 58 years 
 Dave and Karen Noreen  
 

18 Aaron and Chris Dudek – 15 years 
 Tim and Sonja Striplin 
 

22 Christopher and Megan Moore  
 

23 Tim and Amanda Farmer 
 Jon and Ashley Huddle   
 Shane and Jennifer Kirby  
 Jim and Kim Logsdon – 30 years 
 Jacin and Michele Suskin  
 

24 Eric and Jill Hammergren – 25 years 
 Brian and Tammy Pittman – 20 years 
 David and Cynthia Saacks  
 Eric and Melanie Schuller – 20 years 
 

25 Robert and Marie Bruce – 60 years 
 

26 Tim and Leslie Hiteshew 
 Fred and Terry Page – 60 years 
 

29 Tom and Sue Campau 
 Rick and Susan Moore  
 Jason and Jenny Piontek  
 Roy and Linda Rhoden – 57 years 

 
*Names and dates are taken from our computer software, 
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is the 20th of each month. 
 

Please send submissions to Susan.Moore@RLCary.org. 

 
 
 
 

1 Cyndy Cromwell 
 Sheryle Dirks 
 Denise Fritter 
 Charlene Magiera 
 Lindsay Verburgt 
 Corey York 
 

2 Erin Bishop 
 Robin Gallagher 
 Jonathan Kendall 
 Emilie Speed 
 

3 Barb Storum 
 

4 Sloan Plantan 
 

5 Stacy Miller 
 

6 Jack Klein 
 

7 Rev. Jim Knuth 
 Kelly Zadow 
 

8 Parker Fischer 
 Libby Logsdon 
 

9 Rebecca Cottle 
 Ed Koren 
 Gary Smit 
 Mark Snyder 
 Marissa Van Dyk 
 Dawson Webb 
 

10 Bonnie Kemp 
 Kirk Porter 
 Michele Suskin 
 

11 Jackson Buser 
 Susan Collins 
 Sue Malotky 

 

12 Mary Buckler 
 Rachel Dargan 
 Shaye Holfelder 
 Sandy Nielson 
 Carolin Roberts 
 Samantha Sedivy 
 John Shaeffer 
 Michelle Wood 
 

13 Kristi Grabow 
 Cheryl Roth 
 

15 Levi Upton 
 

16 Betty Christiansen 
 Cameron Nigg 
 Julie Rasmussen 
 

17 Alberto Baldisserotto 
 Juliet Barton 
 Teresa Gresham 
 Alisa McDonald 
 Tom Pedersen 
 Susan Striker 
 

18 Addison Jones 
 Hadley Sedivy 
 

19 Brennan Drengler 
 Morgan Jones 
 Tony Miranda 
 

20 Judy Carlton 
 Tanya Johnson 
 Nathaniel Suskin 
 

21 John Collins 
 Emma Dargan 
 Lutz Kube 
 Gail Reilly 
 Laura Whitcher 
 

22 David Lubkeman 

 

23 Jayden Ashmore 
 Roberta Danilowicz 
 Abigail Dargen 
 James Miller 
 

24 Grace Bowen 
 Betsy Moll 
 Neil Porter 
 

25 Ralph Klevenow 
 

26 Ryan Johnson 
 Joshua Piontek 
 Jonah Robison 
 

27 Kim Otten 
 Riley Peacock 
 Ryan Peacock 
 

28 Carol Creel 
 David Miller 
 Benjamin Wuori 
 

29 Charlie Heard 
 Andrew Miranda 
 

30 Sue Kearby 
 Hillary Strengholt 
 
 
 
 
 
*Names and dates are taken from our 
computer software, “Shepherd’s Staff”. 
Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

 

    www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 

 
    www.instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 
   www.youtube.com/ 
   ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

Learn more about Resurrection Lutheran Church! 
 

www.rlcary.org 
 

100 Lochmere Drive West, Cary NC 27518 

office@rlcary.org              919-851-7248    

mailto:Susan.Moore@RLCary.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.instagram.com/resurrectionlutherancary
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCMEPzfpUe3VdVgH2XPdUoA

