
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

100 Lochmere Drive West 
Cary, North Carolina 27518 

 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Blanke, Senior Pastor 
 

In-Person Worship 
 

Saturday 6:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am       Praise - Sunday 10:45 am 

 

Live Stream Worship 
 

Sunday 8:00 am, 10:45 am 
 

Christian Education 
 

Online - Sunday 9:30 am 
 

rlcary.org       office@rlcary.org 
 

919-851-7248 
  

Resurrection Lutheran School (RLS) 
 

rlscary.org       919-851-7271 
 

Resurrection Lutheran Preschool (RLP) 
 

rlpcary.org       919-851-7270 



Feasting on God’s Word…Together 
 

Over the last couple of weeks, Juli and I have been binge watching a series on Amazon Prime called “World’s Toughest 
Race: Eco-Challenge Fiji.” Have you seen it? The series depicts several dozen teams from all over the world completing 
(or attempting to complete) an arduous trek across Fiji that stretches the limits of human endurance and grit. Some  
of the people on these teams have experienced personal trauma and loss. Others are bonded together by family  
connections or friendship. We watch as each team either makes it across the final finish line or, realizing the limits  
of what they can achieve, chooses to bow out. As I watch this show, I can’t help but notice how the challenge of  
completing the race is dependent on the team members’ abilities to support and encourage one another. There are  
no solo racers in this competition! Every team member checks in with one another, monitors one another’s health  
and mental condition, does his or her best to be an encourager and to speak the truth in love. It isn’t necessarily 
“brains, youth, and beauty” that win the day…but the ability of teams to achieve more together than they ever could 
apart that makes the difference. 
 

What a metaphor for what the Church can be, when motivated by the Gospel of Christ! We might not be facing a  
daring rappel off of a jaw-droppingly beautiful cliff on an island paradise. But even the mundane challenges of life  
that would shake our confidence and diminish our hope are best faced together with others in whom the Holy Spirit  
is alive and at work through the Word of God and the Sacraments of His Church. No matter how tough the race might 
be that we are running right now, the Word of God that we share together will see us through it. 
  

This month, I invite you to join in as we gather as many of our brothers and sisters at Resurrection Lutheran Church  
as possible for one Sunday morning study via Zoom: Max Lucado’s Unshakable Hope: Building Our Lives on the  
Promises of God. Even if you are taking part in other small groups or ongoing studies at RLC, please make time to 
see your RLC family every Sunday morning at 9:30 AM, starting September 20. (Zoom invitations will be sent around  
to all Resurrection members at 9:15 AM.) Starting on the 20th, the single 9:30 AM live stream will be discontinued,  
and worship will be live streamed twice each week at 8 and 10:45 AM. The 9:30 Bible class will be facilitated by a  
team of RLC staff and volunteer teachers. Please be on the lookout for more information as the 20th approaches.  
 

Here’s one promise of God we can all take to the bank: “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who 
takes refuge in Him” (Psalm 34:8). Looking forward to seeing you as we feast on God’s Word again…together! 
   
Pastor Jonathan 
 
 

Monthly Newsletter of  Resurrection Lutheran Church 



Page 3 September 2020 

What feels shaky in your world? Maybe you feel hurt by the past, 
disappointed by the present, or worried about the future. 

If so, there is hope. For every problem in life, God has given you a promise. 
 
Plan to join the Adult Christian Education Class on Sunday mornings via Zoom 
as we study Max Lucado’s Unshakable Hope: Building Our Lives on the Promises 
of God, starting September 20 at 9:30 am. 
 

The class will be team taught and Zoom invitations will be sent through your RCB email 
after registration. 
 

In Unshakable Hope, Max Lucado unpacks 12 of the Bible’s most significant promises, 
equipping you to overcome difficult circumstances by keeping your focus on the hope 
found in the promises of Scripture. 
 

Now more than ever, we need the definitive declarations of our mighty and loving God. 
In this book, you will be reminded that God’s promises are irrevocable because: 
 

 God is unchanging 

 God is faithful 

 God is strong 

 God cannot lie 
 

What is your life built on—the circumstances of life or the promises of God? The answer to that question changes 
everything. Join the Sunday morning study with Max as he takes a closer look at Scripture’s unbreakable promises  
and shows you how to live with unshakable hope. 
 

Registration, schedule, and teacher information will be in upcoming weekly announcements. 
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Monday Night Women's Bible Study  
began a new study on August 31 at 7:00 pm via Zoom. 
 

This Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) 
Bible study, Whatever... Keeping Your Heart in Tune 
with Whatever Life Brings, takes a six-lesson look at 
Philippians 4:8-9. Each lesson contains Bible study, 
personal reflection, and practical ideas to incorporate 
into your life. 
  

The study is available in 
pdf and can be printed 
at home. 
 

Contact Dawn Leister or 
Jamee Thieme through 
RCB, if you would like to 
be included in the Zoom 
invite and to receive the 
pdf file. 
 

We will not meet on 
Labor Day, September 7. 

Lutheran Women in Mission 
 

Two out of every three people do not know Jesus as 
their Savior. Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) 
is reaching out to a world in need of the Gospel 
through mission grants. You have the opportunity  
to help reach others with the saving Word of Jesus. 
 

This year, LWML is celebrating GivingTuesday on  
September 15. You may donate toward the  
2019–2021 LWML Mission Goal by using LWML  
Facebook, lwml.org/givingtuesday. Your donation  
will be doubled on that day, thanks to the commit-
ment of a generous donor. You can HELP by sharing  
on GivingTuesday. 
 

If you are unable to donate online, you may send  
your contributions to the LWML office at  
801 Seminary Place, Suite L010, St. Louis, MO 63105. 
Be sure to note GivingTuesday 2020 with your  
contribution.  
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“Our Light” – Congregational Highlights 
 

Even though we cannot gather in the sanctuary or the Family Life Center, the ministry of RLC continues. In so many 
ways, we are certainly gathered in spirit. Many of our ministries and small groups continue to find ways to connect  
with and engage members. We continue to be thankful for Pastor Jonathan’s calm and positive leadership guiding  
us through this uncertain season. 
 

 1. What a blessing that the number of prayer requests coming into the Prayer Community continue 
  to grow. More members are bringing requests for not only family, but friends. Prayer requests can 
  be submitted through the RLC website, called in to the church office, or emailed to Deb Oesterling  
  at deb.oesterling@rlcary.org. 
 

 2. In the past month, we have been able to witness our members reaching out to fellow members for  
  assistance and communication. The “Silent Member to Member” ministry is truly amazing. 
 

 3. Have you noticed new members participating in our Live Stream Service? We are also thankful that  
  our viewership has remained strong. 
 

 4. A member has volunteered to help with some basic exterior church work. Thanks to all those who  
  volunteer their time to maintain the beauty of our grounds. 
 

 5. Thanks to John Heilman for agreeing to serve as our new Counter Coordinator, taking the place of  
  Cynthia Wyse. Thank you, Cynthia, for all your years of faithful service! 
 

 6. Despite the Covid situation, Lea Webb and a group of volunteers were able to conduct our summer  
  VBS program virtually. They had many families participate in this event. 
 

 7. Special thanks to those who came to the “practice” in-person worship services and provided  
  positive feedback regarding service flow logistics and safety precautions. 
 

 8. Thanks to Donna Krupcale and the Altar Care volunteers for all the “behind the scenes” work to  
  make the necessary arrangements for the Live Stream and special Communion services. 
 

 9. Approximately 20 members have agreed to be part of our Small Group Ministry Team, with a  
  focus on relating to other members in their area. Thanks to Pastor Jonathan for all the prep work  
  in mapping our members with their neighborhoods.  
 

 10. We had approximately 135 members attend the Voters Meeting. We are most appreciative of  
  those who raised questions, provided comments, and voted. Thanks to everyone who worked to  
  set up the meeting and helped welcome, register, make the Zoom attendance list, pass on chat  
  information/questions, and counted the votes. 
 

 11. Thanks to Tom Kolb and all the RLS Staff for their hard work and diligence in successfully starting  
  the school year. Please continue to pray for this important RLC ministry. 
 

 12. We had one of the largest, if not the largest, First Communion group. We are blessed to have a  
  group of 30 new participants in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

 13. On July 30, we will be confirming 24 young adults. Thanks to all those who supported and  
  participated in bringing these young men and women through this program. Their professions  
  of faith were a very inspiration witness! 
 

 14. Our High School Youth program has gotten off to a good start, welcoming 10 new members.  
  In  addition, a New Group called Next Step will start in early September for college students. 
 

 15. As part of our annual tradition of “blessing of the learners”, MaryAnn Unger handed out over 60  
  decorated rocks with the words “Love Does” written on them. The youth were encouraged to let  
  the rocks be a reminder that because He loves us, we can share His love with others. 
 

Church Council 

mailto:deb.oesterling@rlcary.org


Page 6 September 2020 

Congratulations, Confirmands! 

Confirmation Class of 2020 
 

Nicholas Altieri, Dillon Astudillo, Melanie Baldisserotto, Will Barnes, Cassidy Brake, Blake Burgiss,  
Amanda Hagedorn, Daniel Hofman, Sam Huddle, Nicole Johnson, Laura Kell, Aiden Kerns, Garrett Kuo,  

Melat Malaku, Riley Peacock, Anna Smith, Tristan Smith, Abby Sottini, Jackson Stow, Marta Striplin,  
Travis Taylor, Evan Thiede, Christian Villadsen, Erin Wenzel 

Photo Credit: MaryAnn Unger 
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Vicar Alan’s Coaching Corner 
 

I completed a coaching certification class alongside our Southeastern District Central Region 
facilitator, Travis Guse, last month. It’s an assessment on “Spiritual Health” (or what the 
developer is also calling “Spiritual Intelligence”) that we’re looking to bring to churches 
across the Southeastern District. It was fascinating to take the assessment and see how  
my relationship with God, my level of self-awareness, and my capacity to empathize with 

others highlighted areas I need to work on and areas that I need to be sharing and developing in others. I’ll be writing 
more on the assessment “markers” in upcoming newsletters articles – call this one the “teaser” if you like – but first  
I want to introduce you to what Spiritual Intelligence looks like and to offer the assessment to anyone who would like 
to venture into knowing more about your spiritual health. From the assessment: 
 

“People with a high level of spiritual intelligence have a very mature and vibrant spiritual life. 
They have developed a very deep relationship with God based on trust, loving communication, 
and a sense of intimacy. Because they have attached their lives to God, their well-being depends 
much more on their faith in God rather than the emotional climate of their families, workplaces, 
communities, or cultures. They forgive readily and hold no resentments. They do not let their 
emotions get the best of them, but they do feel and express  
a full range of emotions. They are open and honest about 
themselves without fear or shame. Because their identities  
are grounded in God and not seeking the approval of others, 
they are able to maintain a much higher capacity of empathy 
for others. They listen well and have a high degree of   
awareness of their own feelings as well as others’ feelings. 
They have committed their lives to loving others as God has loved them no matter who they are 
and to what degree they need help. Not only do they help others, but they also lead others into  
a deeper relationship with God, a greater love, acceptance of themselves, and in loving others 
selflessly.” 

 
What did you think about as you read that description? What memories came up that either affirmed or convicted  
you about some of those characteristics? How has the past COVID-months changed your relationship with God,  
yourself, and/or your neighbors? This assessment is a “snapshot” in time and will highlight areas you can improve  
right now. 
 

There is a $30 cost to purchase the assessment, but I will provide a free coaching session to Resurrection Lutheran 
Church members to go over the results (normally $100 coaching package). If you’re interested in measuring your  
spiritual health, reach out to me at alan.shaw@rlcary.org 
 

Only when we learn to love ourselves will the love of God translate into the love of neighbor. 
 

– Paul Burns, creator of the GPS Spiritual Inventory 

mailto:alan.shaw@rlcary.org
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Children and Family Ministry 
 

Questions you may have regarding any of these programs or events can be directed to 
Director of Infant and Family Ministry, MaryAnn.Unger@rlcary.org or Director of Children’s Ministry, Lea.Webb@rlcary.org. 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table, First Communicants! 

Photo Credit: 
MaryAnn Unger 

mailto:MaryAnn.Unger@rlcary.org
mailto:Lea.Webb@rlcary.org
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Student Ministry 
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CALLING ALL THE RLC COLLEGE CREW! 
 

We have an exciting new opportunity before us! Much 
like everything else in our society over the past few 
months, things have changed. Your college experience, 
whether you are a Freshman or Senior, is very unique 
this year. That’s why it is the perfect time to launch 
something new! 
 

The Next Step 
This small group is for all of our college age RLC  
members. The cool thing is whether you are local, 
been sent home by your college/university, or you  
are still on campus, you can stay active through  
the whole year with the group.   
 

On campus weekly meetings will start Thursday,  
September 3 at 7:00 pm. Don’t worry, we can Zoom 
you in! We will have video series and talk sheet  
dialogues to continue your faith journey and to stay 
connected to your RLC family. 
 

I look forward to a faith-filled journey with you on this 
next step! Let’s have some fun! 
 

“The Lord makes firm the steps of the one  
who delights in him”  Psalm 37:23 

 

Please contact Ms. Jenny or Spencer Hulse for more 
information! Parents, help us get the word out to  
your college age kiddo! 
 

Joyfully His, 
Ms. Jenny 
jenny.piontek@rlcary.org 

Congratulations to Conner Moore 
for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout! 

 

Conner’s Eagle Scout project was to build and install 
two cedar planters in the Special Education courtyard 
of Apex High School. His Board of Review was held via 
Zoom last month. A ceremonial Eagle Court of Honor 
will be scheduled in the Spring, hoping to allow for a 
larger gathering of family and friends. 
 

From a little Cub in 2nd grade to Eagle as a senior, 
from Idaho to North Carolina, from Camp Easton  
to Camp Daniel Boone, and an unforgettable trip to 
Philmont in New Mexico, he has been a dedicated 
scout to the end. On his 18th birthday this month,  
his scouting journey will officially be over. 
 

We are so proud of him, his growth into an upstanding 
young man, and his commitment to finish his project 
under Covid conditions. 
 

The memories he has amassed through the years, 
many with his father by his side, are unforgettable. 
And the life skills he has learned will be relied upon  
for years to come. 
 

- Rick and Susan Moore 

mailto:jenny.piontek@rlcary.org
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2 Mike and Michelle Chiaramonte 
 

3 Michael and Suzi Heffner  
 Jim and Susan Tully  
 

4 Larry and Laurel Yost  
 

5 Joe and Sue Barry  
 Pete and Darlene Bashaw   
 Bill and Jan Kretzschmar – 56 years 
 

6 Jason and Lisa Swartz  
 

7 Bill and Jan Boyer – 35 years 
 Alan and Kay Tharp – 52 years 
 

9 Peter and Pam Brown – 30 years 
 Fred and Wendy Zei  
 

12 Don and Sandy Moore  
 

14 Don and Marilyn Morrow 
 

17 Randy and Janet Bowling  
 

18 Dave and Kim Breiler – 10 years 
 Bill and Julie Easton 

 
 
 

20 Haile and Hanna Hirpa  
 David and Lynn Miller – 40 years 
 Doug and Ainslee Noreen 
 

21 Scott and Susan Bostian – 20 years 
 

22 Steve and Angela Cottle  
 Robert and Karin Sedivy – 30 years 
 David and Ethel Sherry 
 

23 Edward and Anne Altieri – 59 years 
 Tim and Karol LaCroix – 25 years 
 

24 John and Alison Whatley 
 

25 Chris and Heather Klein  
 Bob and Christine Richter  
 

29 Steve and Lee Ann Dezern  
 Rick and Kim Foresta  
 

30 Randy & Kim Leach 
 
 
*Names and dates are taken from our computer software, 
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

Gifts and Memorials 
  

The following gifts have been received by RLC: 
 

In Memory of Fuad Rihani 
 

For the Gifts and Memorials Fund: 
  

 Devin and Heather Hilldale 
 Katherine Matthews 
 Keith and Dawn Leister 
 Judy Keppen 
 Landon and Nila Lane 
 J.C. Epting, Jr. 
 John and Sarah Ross 
 Don and Patsy Saxon 
 Linda Johnson 
 Diane Sansing 
 Mike and Margaret Aycock 
 Dale and Marlene Larson 
 David Byler and Kathleen Schmick 
 Meghan Brown 
 Kyle and Jenn Smith 
 Sharyn Vaughn 
 Everette Dellinger 
 Janet Wozniak 

 William and Lilly Ketner 
 Majda Ayoub and Family 
 Eve Sommers 
 Ron and Carol Mitchell 
 The Max R. Sproles Family 
 RLC Men’s Ministry 
 Grant and Brenda Peterson 
 
In Memory of Alan Eckard 
 

  Janet Wozniak 
 Mary Persson 
 

For Debt Reduction: 
  

 Dennis Ford 
 
In Memory of Emil Breckling 
 

 Ron and Diana Rogers 
 Lyle and Susanne Malotky 
 Mary Persson 
 

For the Ministry Reserves: 
  

 Glenn and Dorothy Faurot 
 

For the Prayer Garden: 
  

 Ralph and Ellen Hinkle 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is the 20th of each month. 
 

Please send submissions to Susan.Moore@RLCary.org. 

 

    facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 

 
    instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 
 

   youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

Learn More at RLCary.org! Resurrection Lutheran Church 
100 Lochmere Drive West 

Cary, NC 27518 
 

office@rlcary.org              919-851-7248    

 
 
 
 

1 Audrey Janshego 
 Karen Noreen 
 Wyatt Pittman 
 

2 David Carlton Sr. 
 Siddisee Hirpa 
 Mathew Smith 
 Lilah Watson 
 

3 Candice Lorandeau 
 Kaito Lorandeau 
 

4 Jon Bohlmann 
 

5 Harrison Hulse 
 Spencer Hulse 
 Sam Kolb 
 Don Moore 
 

6 Pam Allen 
 Tom Padden 
 

7 Andrew Bohlmann 
 Blake Burgiss 
 Mark Zimmerman 
 

8 Evangeline Lubak 
 

9 Greg Blum 
 Michelle Cerny 
 

10 Mike Balsemello 
 Nolan Farmer 
 Tammy Pittman 
 Moya Shaw 
 

12 Dawn Leister 
 Marilyn Morrow 
 

13 Jennifer Clark 
 John Crandall 
 JoElla Marting 
 

14  Leo Magiera 
 Lucas Welch 
 Eugene Yamamura 
 

15 Amelia Barton 
 Charlotte Frisbie 
 

16 Isabella Brown 
 Fran Xenakis 
 

17 Emily Altieri 
 Grant Beyer 
 Jim Bowen Jr. 
 Mary Marshall 
 Conner Moore 
 Lindsey Wood 
 Kelly Wyatt 
 

18 Susan Richard 
 Anna Smith 
 Melissa Swirski 
 Craig White 
 Fred Zei 
 

19 Lorraine Kieffer 
 David Burroughs 
 Carol Klevenow 
 Charlotte Raines 
 Angie Swiersz 
 

20 Steve Meyer 
 Pat Otten 
 Paul Shaw 
 Genny Upton 
 

21 Kaitlyn Astudillo 
 Benjamin Boyd 
 Vicki Durnbaugh 
 Elle Louise Ferguson 
 Lynne Hoffman 
 David Ingram 
 Alan Sullivan 
 Abbey Veit 
 
 

22 Jeff Coyne 
 Nolan Dirks 
 Sydney Foresta 
 Emily Hooper 
 LaVerne Kuechler 
 Keith Leister 
 

23 Jeff Leahy 
 Grace Stephanoff 
 

24 Van Crandall 
 Sushma Masemore 
 Sandy Parks 
 Haley Wenzel 
 

25 Grace Beyer 
 Laura Simmons 
 

26 Maddie Blackburn 
 Jeff Jones 
 Randy Leach 
 Alex Persson 
 Phil Richard 
 Phil Strengholt 
 

27 Bethany Jones 
 Greg Jorgenson 
 Ginny Koren 
 

28 Jodi Kopala 
 Kevin Shaw 
 Jenna Spears 
 Nick Tully 
 Penelope Verburgt 
 

29 Kaitlyn Kopala 
 Erin McCarty 
 Laura Needle 
 Sullivan Swiersz 
 

30 Jonathan Madler 
 Fuad Rihani 
 Cleveland Simpson 
 Brad Verburgt 
 

mailto:Susan.Moore@RLCary.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.instagram.com/resurrectionlutherancary
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC

