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What’s Truly Important (Matthew 6:19-34) 
 
We all know that Children’s Messages aren’t just for children. Have you ever seen the “Children’s Message” about 
the jar, the rice and the ping pong balls? Every teacher and every pastor knows it is really a message for little kids  
AND big kids—adults—too! It’s a classic illustration of Jesus’ encouragement to His disciples that they take stock 
of their priorities. 
 

You use the same jar with the same bag of rice and the same three ping pong balls. If you put the rice into the jar 
first, you’ll never fit the ping pong balls in too. The rice goes to the bottom of the jar, and the ping pong balls stack 
on top of each other inside. You’ll never get the lid on that jar, that’s for sure! It’s only when you put the ping pong 
balls into the jar FIRST that the rice goes in around them, and everything fits tight and snug. The lid of the jar goes 
on with no problem. OK, that’s the illustration. So, what’s the message? 
 

Jesus knew his disciples worried about so many things. Having the necessaries of life seemed to be at the top of that 
list. (You can read all about it in Matthew 6:19-34.) In the disciples’ case, that meant anxiety over clothing and food. 
We might add other items: mortgage payments, doctors’ bills, subscriptions, services we use on a regular basis, etc. 
We could also add to the first disciples’ worries about “stuff” our own worries about having enough TIME to  
accomplish all that we want to do. Whether it’s our personal budget or our schedule, our “jar” is limited in what it 
can hold! OK. So, we can respond in one of two ways. We can either pour the rice in first…that is, respond to the  
demands on our budget and time as they come along (meaning that sooner or later we will run out of room in our 
jar)…or, we can put the ping pong balls in first, setting our priorities and deciding ahead of time what is important 
and worth our attention. Or, as Jesus puts it, we can: “Seek first the Kingdom of Heaven,” and when we do, “all these 
other things” (all that we truly need, not just what we want) “will be added to [us].” 
  

Resurrection Lutheran Church will be observing a Pledge Weekend November 7-8. We are still discussing the specifics 
…more on that in the weeks to come. This is an opportunity for you to seek God’s direction in leading you to put the 
ping pong balls into the jar of your budget and schedule NOW. What proportion of your yearly income will you choose 
to earmark for the furthering of God’s Kingdom in your community and at RLC? What proportion of your time will you 
dedicate right now to being active in God’s Word and serving your family or community as a disciple of Christ? I invite 
you to consider these questions and decide how God is calling you to use your time, talent, and treasure. That will not 
be easy. So much about 2021, especially with COVID, is unknown. But when we focus on what is important, God uses 
us as His stewards at work in the world to leave behind a legacy for others. 
 

RLC is a generous congregation! Funds submitted to our church’s love fund and community support funds are available 
now for those in need of financial assistance through grants that members of our community can apply for. As we seek 
to be faithful stewards of all that God entrusts to us, let’s take the time to prayerfully consider how we are to use the 
gifts we oversee for the furthering of God’s kingdom work here below. As always, I value your continued support,  
your prayers, and your feedback. 
 
Shalom in Jesus,  
Pastor Jonathan 
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We are excited to share that Resurrection Lutheran Church 
now has access to an extensive, new video library called RightNow Media! 

 

It’s like the "Netflix of Video Bible Studies" and has a HUGE library of faith-based videos that you can access whenever 
and wherever you want—on your phone, tablet, computer, or on your TV at home. You get FREE access to thousands  
of video resources to help you with parenting, marriage, discipleship and more. It includes content for all ages and 
stages of life, and all of your family members are invited to set up their own accounts as well. 
 

You should have received an email inviting you to RightNow Media. If you did not, check your spam folder first. If it is 
not there, please use this link to start setting up your account: 
 

www.RightNowMedia.org/Account/Invite/RLCCary 
 

You may also share that link with other members of your family, friends, or neighbors. 
 

You can download the RightNow Media App for your smart phone, tablet, Apple TV, Roku, or Amazon Fire TV. 
 

There is no cost to you. Once your account is set up, you can start watching right away! You will have access to over 
20,000 Biblically-based videos for individuals, families, students, small groups, leadership development, and more. 
 

We hope you enjoy this gift from us to you! 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/RLCCary
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Service Sunday - October 3/4 
 

We were unable to participate in Operation In As Much this past spring. This popular annual event, where we gather 
together to reach out to our local community and those in need by working hand-in-hand with a variety of agencies, 
was not able to be rescheduled this year. 
 

So during our worship services the weekend of October 3/4, we will highlight a couple service opportunities that are 
still available, even during this time of COVID. 
 

To learn more about service opportunities here at Resurrection and in the community, browse the Connect and Serve 
webpage on our website at rlcary.org/connect-serve.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us as we reach out with the love of Christ, by grace, through faith, for service. 

 

New Christian Education Class 
 

Pastor Jonathan will offer a six-week introduction/review of the main doctrines of the Christian faith, starting October 
7, entitled "This Is the Church." The focus of the class will be on the core doctrines of the Christian faith (including the 
Ten Commandments, Apostles' Creed, Lord's Prayer, Holy Baptism, Confession, and the Lord's Supper), understanding 
how/why they occur in our worship life and what makes Christianity different from all other world religions. 
 

Our textbooks will be the Bible and Luther's Small Catechism. Be prepared for a class that will last up to 90 minutes  
and will be accessible via Zoom. Both newcomers and veterans of the faith are welcome to take part! 
 

To sign up, contact Pastor Jonathan at jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org.  

http://www.rlcary.org/connect-serve/
mailto:jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org
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“Our Light” – Congregational Highlights 
 

Even though some of us are still worshiping from home, the ministry of RLC continues. In so many ways, we are certainly 
gathered in spirit. Many of our ministries and small groups continue to find ways to connect with and engage members. 
We continue to be thankful for Pastor Jonathan’s calm and positive leadership guiding us through this uncertain season.  
 

 1. Many of our ministries continue to grow as follows: 
 

   - Women’s Monday Night Study Group welcomed new attendees. 
 

   - The Prayer Community Group now has over 50 members. Many members continue 
    to request prayers for friends and family. Requests can be made to Deb Oesterling at 
    deb.oesterling@rlcary.org.  
 

   - The Unshakeable Hope Sunday Adult Study has nearly 100 registrations. Thanks to 
    Mindy Stephani for organizing and leading in partnership with Pastor Jonathan and 
    Mel Tolliver. 
 

   - Men’s Group now meeting up to twice per week, adding a session in the parking lot 
    for men to gather along with their regular Monday night study. 
 

   - Addition of a Special Program for College Students. 
 

 2. We are currently holding our virtual Fall New Member Class, with more individuals and families 
  joining RLC. 
 

 3. Our Youth Sunday School has started a virtual-based program to make sure that God’s Word 
  continues to be shared with this special age group. 
 

 4. Scott Ferguson of Thrivent supplied crosses for all 24 Confirmands this year. 
 

 5. We expanded our live streaming to another service this month – adding the 10:45 service. 
  Thanks for all those who helped make this possible. More help is needed (call the church office). 
 

 6. The Resurrection Service Project, led by Tim Hiteshew, continues to support members who need 
  special assistance with home and other projects. 
 

 7. Thanks to Garry and Kristi Grabow for stepping up to help lead our Trustee program, along with 
  Lyle Malotky. 
 

 8. The Small Group Ministry program now includes some “Shepherds” who will also assist in 
  expanding our member-to-member communication. 
 

 9. Thanks to Teresa Gresham and Alan Shaw for their leadership of the Service Change Taskforce 
  Group. A new survey, along with relevant support documents, is now ready to be sent out to the 
  congregation for their input and comment. 
 

 10. Special thanks and appreciation to Garett Nigg, our Facilities Manager, for all the extra effort and 
  time put in insuring RLS maintains a safe environment for all, and building the new camera stand 
  for the 10:45 live streaming service. 
 
Church Council 
 
 

mailto:deb.oesterling@rlcary.org
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Thank you so much for sponsoring me to continue my calling here at Concordia Wisconsin. By the grace of God, 

I’m truly thriving here in all senses of the word.  
 

All of my classes are going extremely well and each of my professors are doing everything they can to make this  
experience as normal as possible despite COVID. I’ve been able to make so many new friends both within and  
outside of the Pre-Seminary program, all of whom are amazing in their own ways and are such a gift in my life. 
I’ve acclimated nicely to the Wisconsin climate (so far… we’ll see when winter gets here) and am loving what I’ve 
been able to explore of the surrounding area. I’m continuing to review what Greek I learned with Pastor Jonathan 
in preparation for next year. Unfortunately, I won’t be able to start until then, but when I do, I’ll be ready and  
raring to show what I know. 
 

Once again, thank you all from the bottom of my heart for your support in finances and especially prayers. It can 
sometimes be a little difficult to be so far away from home, but knowing all that you continue to do for me in prayer 
helps greatly. I’ll continue to pray for all of you as well. I can’t wait to continue soaking up everything that I can 
so that I can tell you all about it when I come back in November and December. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
Harrison Hulse 

The Monday Night Women's Bible Study 

will begin a new study on October 19, Enough for Now 
by author Sharla Fritz. 
 

If you did not pre-order the book, you can order now 
through Amazon, ChristianBook.com, or Concordia 
Publishing House cph.org. 
 

You can contact Sharon Hahne or Jamee Thieme 
through RCB, if you want to be added to the group. 
 

The concept of 'having enough' is one that is not often 
experienced. If I only had more money ... more success 
... more time ... then I would be fulfilled. Yet, even when 
more is attained, it rarely satisfies. It is not 'enough.' 
 

This eight-lesson women's  
Bible study, Enough for Now, 
explores the idea of 'enough' 
through the study of Scripture 
- specifically the parable of the 
rich fool, personal stories, and 
practical exercises. Over the 
course of the eight lessons, 
women will discover how to 
escape the insatiable quest for 
more by finding their 'enough' 
in God. 

 

Scrip is a program that allows you to earn money for 
the church through purchasing gift cards/e-cards.  
 

This will be the main fundraiser this year for our youth 
programs. Join the meeting to learn more! 
 

Contact jenny.piontek@rlcary.org to set up your  
account or with any questions you may have. 

https://www.christianbook.com/
https://www.cph.org/
mailto:Jenny.Piontek@rlcary.org
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Vicar Alan’s Coaching Corner 
 

 Last month I introduced an assessment by Soul Metrics that helps to measure your 
“spiritual health”. I liked how the developer used the idea of how we exercise and  
eat right (physical health), we can measure our IQ and EQ (intellectual and emotional 
intelligence), but we rarely consider ways to review our spiritual health. Even when I 
was in the Army we took time to reflect on the pillars of resiliency: Emotional, Physical, 
Spiritual, Social, and Family Wellness. Especially during this time of COVID and social 
distancing and worshipping from our living rooms instead of together at church, it 

seemed like the opportune time to ask, “Hey…how is your spiritual fitness doing? Are you spiritually healthy?  
Would you like to see it on paper?”. 
 

This assessment measures your “GPS”: The “God-Personal-Social” factors. These factors examine the depth of  
your relationship with God, the level of your self-differentiation, and your capacity to empathize with others. 
Your results will show you areas that are 
really working well for you and that you 
should consider teaching and encouraging 
others to do. Some areas will be strong but 
worth taking a look at, and some may need 
your attention soon or even need immediate 
attention. Honestly, I was not surprised at 
my results but after working with a coach to 
explore how those results applied to my life, I was able to develop some action steps to improving those areas. 
I’ll probably look at taking the assessment again next year about this time to see if I’ve improved any. 
 

What about you? Would you like to explore your spiritual health? I’m standing by to assist and would love to use 
my specific ministry (congregational coaching) to support your action. As I mentioned in the previous newsletter 
article, there is a $30 ($29.99 if you want to be precise) for the assessment that I pay to the developer but RLC 
members will get the coaching session for free (normally a $100 coaching package). I greatly appreciate your  
support in helping me pay for seminary, now let me return that favor back to use with coaching. 
 

If you’re interested in measuring your spiritual health, reach out to me at alan.shaw@rlcary.org. 
 
 

Only when we learn to love ourselves will the love of God translate into the love of neighbor. 
 

– Paul Burns, creator of the GPS Spiritual Inventory 

mailto:alan.shaw@rlcary.org
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There is always a place for you 
within RLC’s High School Youth Group, 

Breakaway! 
 

Be a part of the fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RLC is providing Sunday School virtually this Fall for children 
through 8th grade. All the information is on the website 
at rlcary.org, under Ministries on the Sunday School for 
Kids page (check your email for password from Lea Webb  
or contact the church office). 
 

All you need is your Bible, a way to connect to the website, 
and an open heart with God! 

http://www.rlcary.org
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Student Ministry 

 
College Crew 
 

Don’t worry it’s not too late… and never will be! 
 

We meet Thursdays at 7:00 pm and each study is independent 
/stands alone. So pop in whenever your schedule and homework 
allow. We will keep this going during your breaks as well so when 
you are in town, plan to come to The Warehouse. Or if you were 
sent home, come on over! 
 

GroupMe is where everything is posted. Feel free to email me 
your cell phone number. I will add you so you never miss an event. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Breakaway (All RLC High School Youth) 
 

Still not sure how to get involved? 
 

     *  Instagram (daily devotions and more)  @rlcbreakaway 
 

     *  Zoom Wednesdays (icebreakers, games, prizes, uplifting 
         scripture to get you through the rest of your week) 
 

     *  Juniors and Seniors ONLY – You are allowed to join the 
         College Crew for Thursday Bible Study 
  

     *  Connection Café/Sunday School – Sundays at 9:15 am (Zoom) 
 

     *  On Campus Youth Group – Sundays (Sign Up Genius) 
 

     *  Fundraising – SCRIP! 
         Zoom meeting on Tuesday, October 13 explaining how it 
         works and how to get involved! Contact me for the invite. 
 

 

How do you find out more? 
 

We have a Private GroupMe that you can be added to by contacting me. There is always a place for you within  
Breakaway! Be a part of the fun! 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
 

 October 4 – NO BREAKAWAY! 
 October 25 – Service Project (Pumpkin Storytime Drive Thru), No Regular Breakaway 
 
Ms. Jenny, High School Youth Director - jenny.piontek@rlcary.org                          

mailto:Jenny.Piontek@rlcary.org
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Congratulations to Evan Hagedorn as he successfully passed his District Eagle Board of Review on August 27 

and was granted the rank of Eagle Scout. He is the 141st Eagle Scout in Troup 204. 
 

Evan joined Scout Troop 204 of The Occoneechee Council in 2016. He served the Troop as Quartermaster, Patrol  
Leader, Librarian, and Assistant Patrol Leader. Evan was part of the 2019 Philmont Crew and held the position of  
Chaplain’s Aide during the trip. 
 

For his Eagle Scout Service Project, Evan built two horticulture tables for The Sunrise Senior Living Center in Cary. 
He also refurbished two flower beds and planted floral, as well as edible plants, that can be enjoyed by the residents. 
He had a real treat when he was working on the flower beds, as some of the residents from the center came out to 
see the new garden and to thank him for making such a special place for them. Evan is currently a senior at Apex HS. 

 

THREE Ways to Support RLS Students, Teachers, and Staff in the Next 7 days! 
 

#1 
Reserve your $10 pumpkins for pick up on Saturday, October 3 from 9:00 am-Noon. Reservations  
help us know how many to have on hand. The proceeds from this sale will go towards the purchase  
of additional picnic tables and other items for our outdoor learning spaces! 
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c44aaaa2ca0fc1-pumpkins 
 

#2 
Purchase RLS Spirit Gear by the end of the day on Sunday, October 4! 
shop.clothable.org/resurrection/shop/home 
 

#3 
Grab dinner at City Barbecue-Cary on Monday, October 5 from 11:00 am-8:00 pm! RLS will 20% of the proceeds from 
every order we bring in! Share this code with friends and family! 
 

Ordering in person? Show the attached flyer to the cashier at check out (printed or on your phone). 
 

Ordering online? Use code FundA at check out at order.citybbq.com/menu/cary. Good for pick up or delivery. 
  

Ordering over the phone? Ask to apply code FundA when you provide your payment information. 
  
Questions? Contact the RLS Executive Board at pso@rlscary.org. 
 

Thank you for supporting our school! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c44aaaa2ca0fc1-pumpkins
https://shop.clothable.org/resurrection/shop/home
https://order.citybbq.com/menu/cary
mailto:pso@rlscary.org
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Gifts and Memorials 
  

The following gifts have been received by RLC: 
 

For the Adult Education Program: 
  

In Memory of Tom and Connie Vanides 
 Bill and Fran Xenakis 
 
For Gifts and Memorials: 
  

In Memory of Emil Breckling 
 Keith and Yvonne Braswell 
 Marion Kraetzig Burris 
 

In Honor of Cassidy Brake’s Confirmation 
 Gary Brake 
 
For Debt Reduction: 
 

In Memory of Emil Breckling 
 David Ford 
 
For the Love Fund: 
 

In Memory of Emil Breckling 
 Kathleen Rassmusen 
 

In Memory of Alan Eckard 
 Kathleen Rassmusen 

 
 
 
 

1 Van and Linda Crandall  
 

2 Aaron and Christa Newcomb 
 

5 Jeff and Sherry Buser  
 Derric and Jennifer Grimes  
 

6 Bruce and Annette Kennedy  
 Jeff and Kristin Leahy  
 Chris and Julia Thiede 
 Mark and Mindy Tomasevich  
 

8 Terry and Diane Cuper  
 

9 Haynes and Cathy Campbell  
 

12 Colin and Peggy Hayes  
 

14 Elliot and Holly Canupp 
 Nicholas and Heide Cassimatis – 25 years 
 Glenn and Rebecca Hagedorn – 20 years 
 Greg and Irina Jorgenson – 25 years 
 Ken and Alisa McDonald – 20 years 
 

16 Todd and LeAnn Trautman  
 

17 David and Julie Simmons – 5 years 
 

18 Chris and Lisa Duke  
 

19 John and Jennifer Bolte – 30 years 
 Jenny and Grant Hundertmark 
 

21 Jerry and Joan Copperthwaite  
 Jake and Amy Lambert 
 

22 Matthew and Lauren Bowling 
 Zach and Renee Guerin 
 

24 Ryan and Katy Johnson 
 

25. Dennis and Linda Merrill – 45 years 
 Douglas and Kelly Zadow 
 

26 Jonathan and Tina Kendall  
 

27 Joseph and Linda Mangino – 30 years 
 

28 Michael and Laura Lubak 
 

29 Christopher and Melissa Holfelder – 20 years 
 
 
*Names and dates are taken from our computer software, 
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is the 20th of each month. 
 

Please send submissions to Susan.Moore@RLCary.org. 

 

    facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 

 
    instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 
 

   youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

Learn More at RLCary.org! Resurrection Lutheran Church 
100 Lochmere Drive West 

Cary, NC 27518 
 

office@rlcary.org              919-851-7248    

 
 
 
 

 

1 Shelly Blackburn 
 Irene Daehnke 

Robin Harrell 
Jennifer Kirby 
Mark Otten 
Anna Porter 
Alan Tharp 
Todd Vagle 

 

2 Lorraine Bleeke 
 Olivia Dargan 
 Jane Henson 
 

3 Kira Bostick 
 Gina Casselberry 
 Patsy Padden 
 Jennifer Peacock 
 

4 Everett Bostian 
 Dara Linn 
 Bob Williams 
 Sandy Wuori 
 

6 Harper Duke 
 Susan Jones 
 Justin Pedersen 
 Doug Spitz 
 Sue White 
 

7 Luke Bishop 
 Emma Striker 
 LeAnn Trautman 
 Joseph Wuori 
 

8 Nancy Balsamello 
 Todd Nichols 
 Leah Robison 
 

9 Shari Bishop 
 Nathan Jahnke 
 Bruce Kennedy 
 Bill Werner 
 

10 Dawn Dunn 
 Emily Elmer 
 Ethan Elmer 
 Chris Klein 
 

11 Robert Bruce 
 Camryn Huddle 
 Lynn Miller 
 Halle Scott 
 

12 Lauren Bowling 
 Olivia Lubak 
 Susan Minier-Salomon 
 

14 Dean Dudek 
 Charles Stephanoff 
 

15 Ellen Frisque 
 Charlie Hayden 
 Rachel Reichert 
 

16 Dave Edeal 
 Garry Grabow 
 Mary Suskin 
 

17 Garrett Nigg 
 

18 Tim Farmer 
 Robin Kube 
 Marta Striplin 
 

20 Benjamin Heffner 
 Silas Robison 
 

21 Tyler Petz 
 Kate Reichert 
 Magda Van Dyk 
 Greg Williams 
 

22 John Cook 
 John Wasilak 
 

23 Lee Dunn 
 Aidan Leahy 
 

24 Tom Farr 
 Jeff Fischer 
 Gail Rasdorf 
 Cynthia Wyse 
 

25 Sydney Edeal 
 Chris Tilley 
 

26 Peggy Hayes 
 Emily Sauls 
 Grace Smith 
 

27 Samuel Huddle 
 

28 Carol Baxter 
 Otto Ferguson 
 Anders Noreen 
 

29 Rees Dudek 
 Amanda Farmer 
 Donna Krupcale 
 

30 Liz Heise 
 

31 Bill Easton 
 Renee Guerin 
 Karol LaCroix 
 Kelly Porter 
 David Sherry 

Zella Waggoner 
 

 
 
*Names and dates are taken from our 
computer software, “Shepherd’s Staff”. 
Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

mailto:Susan.Moore@RLCary.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.instagram.com/resurrectionlutherancary
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC

