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Monthly Newsletter of  Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Possibilities (Ephesians 3:20) 
 

It has often been said that one of the most frequently mentioned encouragements in the Bible is this: “Do not be 
afraid” (Joshua 1:9, Psalm 27:1, Isaiah 41:10, Mark 6:50, etc.). As the leaves fall and this season of COVID extends 
into the colder fall and winter months, it is easy to see the many things we are PREVENTED from doing…and so  
we feel frozen or afraid of what the future holds. Have we adequately considered all that COVID has now made  
possible (live stream worship, remote Bible studies, better structure for church in reach and community outreach)? 
Have we adequately considered God’s possibilities for us in this new—albeit difficult—season that no one could  
have anticipated?   
 

One possibility on my mind lately has been a post-COVID change of schedule for Sunday mornings. A focus group 
tasked with investigating the feasibility of a schedule change alleviating us from overlapping worship services was  
convened early this year. Their recommendation was presented at our last voters’ meeting in August. Since then,  
we asked you to fill out a survey regarding this possible change. One result from the survey was that we detected  
a measure of confusion regarding the proposed “flex” service at 9:30 AM. The nomenclature was intended to give  
us some flexibility in how we convened at that time, but it was never intended to establish this service as radically 
different from the sanctuary service at 8 AM. I/we take note of this concern and propose that we establish the  
9:30 AM service as “traditional” also. 
  

On November 15, we will host a Town Hall to present the recommendation prior to a congregational vote in early  
December. This will provide an opportunity for you to voice any concerns with the proposed schedule change that  
you might have. Then…if the congregation approves the change at our December Voters’ Meeting, it will go forward. 
If the congregation votes down the change, it will not. You deserve to know what your pastor thinks about all of this.  
I have digested the proposed changes (8 AM traditional worship 1, 9:30 AM traditional worship 2 and Sunday School, 
11:00 AM praise and worship service) and would like to go on the record advocating for this schedule, for the  
following reasons: 
 

• It allows for meaningful fellowship between worship and Sunday School on Sunday mornings. This 
permits both newcomers and regulars alike to get to know each other better and experience RLC  
as the caring, welcoming community of Christ-followers we know it to be. 
 

• It allows for less rushing on Sunday morning. There would be no need to shorten 8 AM worship,  
and the Sunday School hour could start and end on time for all taking part. 
 

• No overlapping worship services allows RLC pastors to connect with you before and after services  
no matter which service you attend. We can also be there for important milestone events in the life  
of our young people (baptisms, faith statement presentations, rites of confirmation, etc.) no matter  
which service these events occur in. 
 

• Though the 10:30 AM service would disappear, a mid-morning traditional service would still be  
available at 9:30 AM. For anyone desiring to attend a traditional service AND be a part of Bible study 
on Sunday morning, the 8 AM service would remain an option. Finally, with this schedule in place, I  
and/or RLC’s Associate Pastor would commit to leading one other Bible study during the week every  
week in conjunction with children/youth studies at Wednesday night workshop. 

 
cont’d 
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Wednesday, November 25 
6:00 pm 

 
 

Connect through our YouTube channel at  
youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

or through our website at 
rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship 

 

We cannot know what the future holds. But we have the blessing of seeking God’s possibilities for us…together. Please 
join me in prayerfully considering where God is leading. I look forward to having this conversation with you in the 
weeks ahead!  
 
Shalom in Jesus,  
Pastor Jonathan 

 

 

Staff Anniversary for 2020 
  

Join us as we celebrate the staff anniversary 
occurring this year at all services, 

November 14-15. 
 

At Resurrection, we celebrate individual  
anniversaries on a five year interval basis. 

 

This year, we celebrate Margaret Hyatt 
for her 25 years of service! 

Learn more at 
rlcary.org/ministries/stewardship-weekend-2020 
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Would you like to help provide presents  
for children in need this Christmas? 

 

The Christmas Store provides financially-challenged parents with  
an appointment to choose free toys for their children, age 14 and 
under. Families living in Apex, Holly Springs, Willow Spring, Cary, 
Fuquay-Varina, Morrisville, or New Hill are referred by local aid  
organizations or school counselors. 
 

We are looking forward to partnering with the Christmas Store 
 again this year from November 8-29! 

 

Unfortunately here at Resurrection, we will not have our Christmas trees full of tags up this year and will be limiting  
collection days to Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 am-3:00 pm through the church office. You may also 
bring your items to worship if you are coming in person. 
 

This year due to the pandemic, the best way to help stock the Christmas Store is by purchasing toys online at your  
favorite retailer and having them delivered directly to New Horizons Fellowship at 820 E. Williams St., Apex NC 27502. 
 

For gift ideas or a direct link to shopping online through Amazon, check out the 
Christmas Store’s Amazon page using this QR Code. 
 

All toy donations are due by Sunday, November 29.  
 

Learn more at christmasinapex.com and “Like” their Facebook page at 
facebook.com/TheChristmasStore. 

 

Sign up for a FREE 
RightNow Media Account today! 

 
rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/RLCCary 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/profile/amzn1.account.AFAPKSRVJZKC3CFZLVKL5LZDZKZA?ie=UTF8&ref_=ya_mb_l_prf
http://www.christmasinapex.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TheChristmasStore
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“Our Light” – Congregational Highlights 
 

Even though some of us are still worshiping from home, the ministry of RLC continues. In so many ways, we are  
certainly gathered all together in spirit. Many of our ministries and small groups continue to find ways to connect  
with and engage members. We continue to be thankful for Pastor Jonathan’s calm and positive leadership guiding  
us through this uncertain season.  
 

1. October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Please continue to pray for Pastor Jonathan, Vicar Alan, and 
Pastor Richter. We are truly blessed by their devotion and service. 
 

2. We continue to be thankful that many of our “normal” ministries continue to thrive and actually grow  
during our current situation. This is especially true of our Prayer Community Program, where more  
prayers are being requested and made for not only RLC members, but also for friends, relatives, and  
anyone who needs prayer. Thanks for those who work behind the scenes to keep this important  
program going. 

 

3. We rejoice in our latest New Member class and to Vicar Shaw in leading the “Welcome to Resurrection” 
program. Each family was sent a “Welcome to Resurrection Card.” 

 

4. Our Finance Committee continues to do a lot of great work behind the scenes, especially Carol Bostick. 
Through her efforts, we were able to get a giving analysis update. MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE ARE SO 
THANKFUL TO ALL OUR MEMBERS WHO HAVE STEPPED UP TO SUPPORT RLC. 

 

5. The Resurrection Service Project continues to find ways to support the needs of our members,  
especially those who need special help. Thanks to Tim Hiteshew for his leadership. 

 

6. We continue to be thankful for all those who support our Live Streaming services. New volunteers  
have stepped forward. Additional help is still needed for the 8:00 am service and the 10:45 am service. 
To volunteer, please contact Susan Moore at susan.moore@rlcary.org. Also, thanks to our Facilities  
Manager, Garret Nigg, for building the structure in the Family Life Center that supports the live stream 
team. 

 

7. Our Mealshare Ministry continues to support families in times of need. Thanks to all those who have  
donated and delivered meals. 

 

8. Our Middle and High School Youth programs, plus the new College group, continue to be strong.  
Unfortunately, due to Covid, they have had to limit group size and potential new participants have  
not  been able to join. 

 

9. The Service Change Taskforce compiled all the data from the recent Congregational survey and  
presented a summary to Council. Thanks to Teresa Gresham and Alan Shaw for their leadership. 

 

10. We continue to benefit from the weekly devotions on YouTube, from Pastor Jonathan, Vicar Shaw,  
and our Director of Worship and Music, Bob Unger. 

 

11. Starting this month some members have put together a “Thanks to Margaret” recognition in honor  
of her 25 years of service to RLC. 

 

12. RLS continues to excel during this Covid period. They are managing all the issues well and thanks to  
leadership of Tom Kolb, RLS Staff, and Board. 

 
Church Council 

mailto:susan.moore@rlcary.org
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Vicar Alan’s Coaching Corner 
 

I thought about writing on the next phase of my specific ministry and how I am going to  
specialize more on Christian Conciliation. There is a lot of conflict out there between  
couples, families, businesses, people outside the church, people inside the church…and  
that training will help people move beyond “resolution” to “reconciliation”. But for now, 
consider this a seed-planted and we’ll revisit it later. 

 

This month has my favorite holiday of the year: Thanksgiving (and sidebar: Thanksgiving is also my mom’s 80th  
birthday). I wonder sometimes if people will have more difficulty finding things to be thankful about after the year  
2020 has turned out to be. I especially appreciated Pastor Blanke’s recent sermon that used the simile saying that  
2020 sometimes feels like “driving with the parking brake on”. That immediately resonated with me. Plans I had that 
came to a screeching halt; training I was going to attend that was put on pause; watching my daughter in college  
(along with so many other families) that found it difficult to make new friends as classes were held online instead of  
in person. Sometimes it’s hard to look at this year and say, “Yes, I’m thankful for (fill in the blank)”. 
 

One factor on the Spiritual GPS assessment is “Trusting God”. The highest ranked items on the assessment based on 
statistical reliability are: 1) "I believe God cares about me"; 2) "I believe God has a plan for my life"; and 3) "I fully  
trust that God will lead me through any trouble." After looking at everything that has happened in 2020, what do  
you think about those statements? And don’t be too quick to respond. I was talking with someone the other day who 
would tell you they believe each of those statements without question but is currently living in such a way that I had  
to finally say, “I hear what you’re saying but doing ‘x’ tells me that you really don’t trust God will provide for you if  
do ‘y’”. (The example may not be as powerful as I protect the confidentiality and specifics of the situation). I think  
believing God will lead us through trouble is directly related to being truly thankful, especially in difficult times.  
However, this trust can easily be replaced by idols as we try and do “our part” to care for ourselves and our families.  
The Holy Spirit will reveal any idols we’re holding to if only we ask and replacing those with trust in God alone is an  
important first step. 
 

Here are some questions for you to consider this month: 1) Asking for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, what is one area in 
your life you are creating an idol that replaces your trust in God? 2) What are two things God has planned for you this 
year? 3) What three things has God done in your life this year to reveal how much He cares for you? 4) What are four 
things that you are thankful for right now as you reflect on this past year? 5) Who are five people in your life that need 
to hear your story of faith and trust in God and that you will go speak to over the next month? 
 

If you found any of those questions difficult to answer, consider using my specific ministry (coaching) to explore  
possible answers. Also, if you’re interested in assessing your trust in God, contact me for how to access the GPS  
Spiritual Inventory at alan.shaw@rlcary.org. 
 
 

Only when we learn to love ourselves will the love of God translate into the love of neighbor. 
– Paul Burns, creator of the GPS Spiritual Inventory 

 
 

mailto:alan.shaw@rlcary.org
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Children and Family Ministry 
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Student Ministry 
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Join in the virtual Sunday School this Fall for children 
through 8th grade! Check out the Sunday School  
for Kids page on the website at rlcary.org, under  
Ministries. (Contact church office for the password). 
 

The 5th-8th graders participate in a weekly Zoom 
class with Ms. Sandy every Sunday  at 9:30 am. 
 

Contact Lea.Webb@rlcary.org for more information. 

Gifts and Memorials 
  

The following gifts have been received by RLC: 
 

For the Prayer and Healing Garden: 
  

In Memory of Emil Breckling 
 Judith Germano Bonarti and Michael Bonarti 

 Katherine Widenhouse 

 
For Gifts and Memorials: 
  

In Memory of Fuad Rihani 
 Margaret Ketner 

 Greg Lee and Laura Ketner Lee 

 
 
 
 

1 Eric and Liz Heise  
 

3 Joe andGinny Bastante  
 

4 Ron and Rachel Reichert – 20 years 
 Greg and Terry Williams  
 

5 Mike and Trudy Haertling  
 Jim and Lana Zieglmeier 
 

6 Ron and Diana Rogers  
 

7 Gary and Nadine Hayden  
 

11 Corey and Angela York 
 

12 Tom and Ann Farr 
 

15 Cliff and Connie Hofman  
 Jeff and Corinne Watson  
 

16 Bob and Joyce Hirt – 57 years 
 

20 John and Barbara Laskey  
 

22 Charles Shiel and Susan LaMantia  
 

27 Chris and Stacy Reed 
 

29 Lee and Dawn Dunn – 40 years 
 
*Names and dates are taken from our computer software, 
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

http://www.rlcary.org
mailto:Lea.Webb@rlcary.org
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is the 20th of each month. 
 

Please send submissions to Susan.Moore@RLCary.org. 

 

    facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 

 
    instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 
 

   youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

Learn More at RLCary.org! Resurrection Lutheran Church 
100 Lochmere Drive West 

Cary, NC 27518 
 

office@rlcary.org              919-851-7248    

 
 
 
 

1 Harrison Card 
 Daniel Hofman 
 Grant Klein 
 Aryana Martin-Contreras 
 Stacy Reed 
 Khari Simpson 
 Bob Wiley 
 Autumn Yamamura 
 

2 Melanie Baldisserotto 
 Collin Frisque 
 Joel Frisque 
 Kate Frisque 
 Carol Speed 
 

3 Kim Breiler 
 Tina Kendall 
 Dan Shaltanis 
 

4 Joe Bastante 
 Barry Needle 
 Jackie Schauteet 
 

5 Yvonne Braswell 
 Heather Burgiss 
 

6 Heather Hilldale 
 Gary Janshego 
 David Webb 
 John Whynot 
 

7 Tom Bipes 
 Julie Easton 
 Randy Murray 
 Robert Sedivy 
 Machiel Van Dyk 
 

9 Christopher Saacks 
 

10 Christopher Holfelder 
 

11 Aiden Kerns 
 Susan Wienholt 
 

12 Ian Glenn 
 Angel Martin-Contreras 
 Brooke Patterson 
 Mackenzie Stow 
 Alison Whatley 
 

13 Trudy Ambrose 
 Jonathan Berger 
 Juli Blanke 
 Sandy Nigg 
 

14 Ryan Murray 
 

15 Joyce Bocksnick 
 Benjamin Piontek 
 

16 Laura Fischer 
 

17 Sue Barry 
 Glenda Bushee 
 Don Frank 
 Eli Johnson 
 Jim Marting 
 

18 Lori Jannings 
 

19 Michelle Chiaramonte 
 Luke Frisbie 
 Kurt Rayfield 
 

20 Deb Oesterling 
 

21 John Eckstein 
 Katherine Jorgenson 
 Megan Moore 
 

 

22 Anne Altieri 
 Jeff Buser 
 Rebecca Hagedorn 
 Evan Thiede 
 

23 Sandy Eckstein 
 Anthony Wienholt 
 

24 Logan Kostansek 
 Bernice Sonstroem 
 

25 Wilma Brown 
 Ron Rogers 
 Greg Sigmon 
 Betsy Verburgt 
 

26 Jen Cox 
 

28 Sandy Bartlett 
 Tak Niino 
 

29  Annalise Ilsley 
 Jeff Stow 
 Travis Taylor 
 
 
 
 
*Names and dates are taken from our 
computer software, “Shepherd’s Staff”. 
Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  
 
 
 

mailto:Susan.Moore@RLCary.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.instagram.com/resurrectionlutherancary
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC

