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Monthly Newsletter of  Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Jesus is the Same Yesterday, Today, and Forever 
 

“We must adjust to a new normal.” Somebody I know and love told me recently she is getting a little irritated by 
hearing that encouragement so often these days. I know what she means. Anything introduced by the COVID 
pandemic that forces life from this point onward to be “new” is the last thing I want to think about! Not only that, 
but the changes we have absorbed in recent months still do not FEEL normal and we may be forgiven for longing 
that they do not BECOME normal. We are ending 2020 exhausted by all that this year brought us. We dare to dream 
that 2021 will bring relief. 
  

There has seldom been a time like today to hear and really take to heart the message of the Word of God in the  
book of Hebrews. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). We hear the same  
promises from antiquity regarding the coming of the Savior that people have heard over the millennia as we read  
the Old Testament prophets. We celebrate the first coming of the same Christ child this year as we sing the familiar 
songs of Christmas we have sung for generations. We give thanks for the same mercy of God through Christ as we  
look back on 2020 and remember all of the sins of the past year have been perfectly paid for once-and-for-all— 
as they have been in every previous year. So much about this year and the years to come will be different. Yet in 
Christ Jesus, what is most important about every year will always stay the same. 
  

Advent and Christmas at Resurrection Lutheran Church in 2020 will therefore be remarkably similar to Advents 
and Christmases of years past. Midweek services will again provide a space for us to prepare our hearts in humble 
repentance to receive Jesus born anew in us. Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will again give us the chance to  
rejoice that Jesus is Immanuel, “God with us.” Proclamation of God’s Word and administration of the Sacraments 
will again cause us to take heart that the gifts of hope, renewal and re-creation need not wait for a New Year…but 
are ours right here and now. Today. But all of that also allows us to open our hearts to things that are different: 
Advent and Christmas Eve worship via live stream. New outdoor services of candlelight Christmas caroling on  
December 23. Quieter gatherings at church as worshippers are limited to no more than 50 people. Electric vs. wax 
“candles.”  
 

When our children were little, Juli and I used to rock them to sleep at night singing “Abide with Me” (LSB 878). If 
you are not familiar with the hymn, check it out. Though it can be sung at any time of day, it is often sung in the 
evening hours as shadows lengthen, and lights first turn on and then go out. Words to the fourth stanza are as 
follows: “Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; change and decay 
in all around I see; O Thou who changest not, abide with me.” 
 

2020 is coming to an end. One way or the other 2021 will bring change…of that we can be sure. But in the middle 
of this year’s ending…a child is born. In the middle of life’s changes is the One who never changes. Jesus Christ is 
the same…Yesterday. Today. And forever!  Amen. 
 
Pastor Jonathan 
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ADVENT WORSHIP 
 

December 2 Wednesday, 6:00 pm 
 

  Hanging of the Greens 
 

December 6 2nd Sunday in Advent 
 

December 9 Wednesday, 6:00 pm 
 

  Holden Evening Prayer 
 

December 13 3rd Sunday in Advent 
 

December 16 Wednesday, 6:00 pm 
 

  O Antiphons 
 

December 20 4th Sunday in Advent 
 

December 23 Wednesday, 4:30 & 6:00 pm 
 

  Outdoor Candlelight 
  Christmas at RLC 

 
Service Times: Saturday, 6:00 pm  |  Sunday, 8:00 am 

 

Sunday, 10:45 am (Praise) 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
 

3:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
 

For families with young children featuring interactive 
lessons and carols. 
 

4:30 pm in the Sanctuary 
 

Traditional Christmas carol family worship with  
special pre-service musical offerings by Resurrection 
Music School students. 
 

6:00 pm in the Family Life Center 
 

Candlelight service with contemporary settings of  
traditional carols. 
 

8:00 pm in the Sanctuary* 
 

Candlelight service with traditional Christmas carols. 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 

 

10:00 am in the Sanctuary 
 

Festival celebration of Holy Communion with carols. 

We are meeting for in-person worship. The number of worshipers will be limited to 50 people per service, so we 

ask that you sign up for the service you choose to attend at rlcary.org/about-us/advent-worship. 
 

Our Sunday 8:00 am and 10:45 am services, the Wednesday night services, and the 8:00 pm Christmas 

Eve* service will be live streamed online at youtube.com/resurrectionlutheranchurchcarync. 

http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/advent-worship
https://www.youtube.com/resurrectionlutheranchurchcarync
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Associate Call Committee Update 
 

The Call Committee has met twice now and would like 
to give the congregation an update on our efforts. The 
Church Council has commissioned the group and they 
have begun their work to update the Congregational 
Profile with the assistance of Rev. Mark Schroeder, 
the Southeastern District’s Mission Engagement  
Facilitator-Southern Region. As this profile went 
through a vigorous update less than two years ago,  
the committee is using that profile as their template. 
Changes that are being made deal with a focus on  
calling an Associate Pastor with also a brief mention  
of how RLC has reacted to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

Another topic the group is working through is whether 
to ask the Southeastern District for help in asking for  
a seminarian student or request experienced pastors 
to call. Timing to make a request for a seminarian, a 
freshly ordained minister from one of our Synod’s two 
seminaries, is soon as placements take place in early 
Spring. One of the factors in this decision will involve 
the timelines associated with filling the role with a 
seminarian or experienced pastor. 
 

Finally, the committee wants to hear from you. They 
are representatives of our congregation and seek your 
inputs on this topic. Feel free to reach out to any of 
them with questions or comments. They are: 
Dan Shaltanis (chair), Jennifer Grimes (secretary), 
Mark Dirks, Jan Boyer, Glenda Moser, Michele Brake, 
Mark Otten, and Bill Xenakis. 

Reaching Out with the Love of Christ 
to all People through Advent Offerings 
 

Each Season of Advent, Resurrection Lutheran  
designates a few ministries to support in reaching out 
with Christ’s love to all people. 
 

This year, the following organizations were chosen: 
 

 With Love from Jesus  
 

An evangelical outreach to the needy community 
in Raleigh and surrounding areas, their goal is to  
minister to spiritual needs as well as physical needs 
of individuals they serve. 
 

 Helping Hand Mission 
 

They assist  families in need with food, clothing, 
furniture, and shelter through 16 programs and 
events (all free!) for children, teens, elderly,  
homeless, handicapped, disabled, low income, 
and victims of fire to become self sufficient. 
 

 Life for Uganda 
 

They work with underserved communities in 
Uganda to provide clean water sources, build 
and equip schools, create opportunities to thrive. 
 

 Lutheran World Relief Disaster Fund 
 

LWF’s goal is to help people build self‐sufficiency 
and create new community‐owned approaches 
to problem‐solving that will last long after our 
projects end. 
 
Please use the Advent Offering envelopes or indicate 
‘Advent Offering’ on memo of checks. Offerings began 
on the First Sunday in Advent, November 29. 
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“Our Light” – November Congregational Highlights 
 

Even though we can only gather in limited numbers in the Sanctuary or the Family Life Center, the ministry of RLC 
continues. In so many ways, we are certainly gathered in spirit and it’s AMAZING how everyone works publicly or 
“behind the scenes” to keep things moving forward. Many of our ministries and small groups continue to find ways 
to connect with and engage members. We continue to be thankful for Pastor Jonathan’s calm and positive leadership 
guiding us through this uncertain season. 
 
 1. We continue to have a group that actively supports the general brush removal and other clean up 
  on the church property. 
 

 2. A RLC group spent a day helping install a new brick walkway at our sister church, Jordan. 
 

 3. We had the opportunity to recognize and celebrate Margaret Hyatt’s 25 years of service to RLC, 
  both in all services and a special event organized by the Church Staff. 
 

 4. Several groups worked to make Halloween special for all our young families.   
 

 5. Our Visual Faith ministry continues to reach out to our shut-ins by sending cards. Thank you, 
  Jamee Thieme, for your leadership.  
 

 6. Our Associate Pastor Call Committee has been organized and has started to meet. Look for periodic 
  updates in the Newsletter and/or Weekly Announcements. 
 

 7. We had a good financial month in October, moving into a positive YTD position. Thank you to all 
  for continuing your support of RLC during Covid. 
 

 8. The Town Hall provided an opportunity for members to ask questions regarding the upcoming 
  Congregational vote as to whether or not the change in service times.   
 

 9. Resurrection Lutheran Preschool is planning a Nativity Drive Thru event for families of preschool 
  children. 
 

 10. Resurrection Lutheran School continues to operate efficiently during Covid, thanks to Staff and 
  Board leadership. 
 

 11. Our Love Fund continues to grow, and Pastor has identified a series of contributions to our  
  members in need.   
 

 12. How fortunate we are as a Congregation to have up to four Bible Studies/Devotions each week 
  that provide an opportunity to keep us in the Word. 
 

 13. Thanks to all the musical talent that has supported our worship services. Their presence makes a 
  difference in our worship. Thanks to Bob Unger for arranging the special music. 
 

 14. RLC Blind Ministry was recently selected to receive a $2,500 Mission Grant from Carolinas District 
  Lutheran Women in Mission. This grant will be funded through the monthly collection of Mites for 
  Missions and is an example of how Mite offerings help support local, national, international missions. 
 
Church Council 
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Help Beyond the Holidays 
 

Help collect much needed 
everyday items that support  
families beyond the holidays! 

 

Goal is to bless 160+ families in need in Wake County 

This is a change 

from  “Every Family 

Feeds a Family” that 

we have done in 

previous years. 

Holidays and Beyond 2020 
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Vicar Alan’s Coaching Corner 
 

Happy New Year! Church year new year that is. Let’s not get too far ahead of ourselves. 
This year has been one unlike any other for many, many years. For most of us, there is  
no comparison. Now it’s time to focus on the coming of Christ during a year that will be 
celebrated (perhaps) much differently than any other year. Many a Pastor and life coach 
would have, in previous years, been using the opportunity to warn people about getting 
caught up in the hustle and bustle of the year. Maybe guarding against falling into  

commercialized temptations as various media push the “must have” tech/toy/gadget/life-changing item of the year.  
Some of that is still bound to happen for sure. But this year somehow feels different. As I read about more states  
tightening their COVID restrictions (as of the writing of this article at least), I wonder what Christmas will look like  
this year. 
 

And so, that said, I want to invite you to look at this coming year differently than you may have in the past. What I’ve 
seen throughout 2020 was an intentional effort to think more about others than ourselves. “I wear a mask to protect 
you” or “Work from home to protect your co-workers” or “Avoid large gatherings to protect others” or “We need  
virtual learning and church streaming to protect those susceptible to the virus”. The execution of that focus created 
its own set of challenges, but the focus on others and loving our neighbor is something we can continue in 2021. 
Normally, about this point in the coaching letter, I’d start asking you questions about how to gain greater self-
awareness or look at your relationships (self-focused). This month, in celebration of the birth of Christ, let’s ask some 
questions about loving our neighbors like Christ loved us and see where it will lead us in 2021. 
 

Here are some questions for you to consider this month:  1) What is one way that 2020 shifted your focus more to  
your neighbor than previous years?  2) What two things you are currently not doing that you could start to maintain 
contact with loved ones or neighbors?  3) Who are three people you are willing to reach out if you need assistance  
and how would you ask them for help?  4) Who are four people you are willing to reach out to see if they need  
assistance and how would you ask them if they need help?  5) What are five activities that will keep you focused on 
Christ and showing His love for others in the year 2021? 
 

The questions about asking for help and asking if others need help is intentional. Some people will not ask others for 
help and so you need to practice the words – the questions – you would use when (not “if”) you are eventually in the 
position to need or provide assistance. Loving our neighbors, loving strangers, loving others is what Christ came to do 
on Christmas. Loving us so much that He took our human form so that He could die for us. I think 2021 can be a great 
year of showing that love to someone else. What say ye? Merry Christmas…and Happy New Year. 
 

If you want to explore those questions or any other topic, consider using my specific ministry (coaching) and contact 
me at alan.shaw@rlcary.org. 

mailto:alan.shaw@rlcary.org
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Many thanks for filling your Mite Boxes! Our very own 
Blind Ministry has received a grant from the Carolinas 
District LWML for $2,500. Since gathering for dinners 
is currently not possible, plans are to compile gift  
packages to be delivered to our participants before 
Christmas. 
 

The grant will purchase grocery gift cards and YOU  
can help us fill the packages. Suggested items can be 
dropped off at the church during 
office hours (M/W/F from 9:00 am 
-3:00 pm by December 13. 
 
 

Personal Care Items: 
 

Tissue Packets 

Hand/Body Lotion 

Hand Soap (Pump Top) 

Lip Balm (like Chapstick) 

Small Hand Sanitizers 

Slipper Socks with Grip Dots 

Gloves 

Food/Snack Items: 
 

Protein or Granola Bars 

Mac and Cheese Cups 

    (Microwavable) 

Soup Cups (Microwavable) 

Packs of Applesauce Cups 

Packs of Peanut Butter 

    (Single Serve) 

Instant Oatmeal Packets 

Pudding/Jello Cups  

    (Shelf Stable) 

Individual Size Packages of 

    Nuts, Trail Mix, Popcorn, 

    Crackers, Dried Fruit Thanks for remembering our Blind Ministry guests while we distance! 

Lutheran Women in Mission Supports RLC Blind Ministry Outreach 

New Women's Study 
January 4-March 1, 2021 
 

The Monday Night Women's Bible Study will begin a 
new study on Monday, January 4 at 7:00 pm via Zoom. 
 

Written for Christian women, college age and older, 
this nine-session Bible study explores the lives of 
ordinary people in the Bible who had extraordinary 
faith. In doing so, women today will come to under-
stand how they, too, can stay diligent toward God 
in attitude, behavior, and prayer regardless of the 
difficult circumstances in which they find themselves. 

 

 
Study guides are available: 
Concordia Publishing House, 
Amazon, ChristianBook.com 
 

If you would like to be added 
to the group, please contact 
Sharon Hahne or Jamee 
Thieme through RCB. 
 

https://books.cph.org/be-thou-my-guide-a-bible-study-on-trusting-god
https://amazon.com/Be-Thou-My-Guide-Trusting/
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Even though we are connected, are we really connected? 
 

Through virtual classes, study groups virtually or socially  
distanced, and now even Zoom opportunities with RLC — all 
to stay connected. Connections are so important and maybe 
even more important these days. 
 

“For the body does not consist of one member but of many… as 
it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them 

as he chose… there are many parts, but one body.” 
 

1 Corinthians 12: 14, 18, 20 
 

We are all connected to the body of Christ. We are all chosen 
by God to be a part of this amazing creation. There are so 
many ways to “connect”, reach out to a friend or a neighbor, 
volunteer during the holiday season to usher or to take  
temperatures, join in on Zoom of Instagram. There are so 
many connections to keep intact but always stay connected 
to the one who specifically chose you! 

RLC College Crew - The Next Step 
 

Meeting via Zoom and on Instagram 
 

#rlc_college_crew 
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Student Ministry 

Breakaway Edition: Fabulous Freshman! 
 

So, let’s face it. It is tough to be the new kid on the block, or school, or even just to walk in to the unfamiliar. Even in 
Breakaway (High School Youth Group), it is hard to make the first move and join the group…in a mask…as a teenager. 
We already have a very active group with well attended events on a whole, so to walk in to a big group can be scary.  
Our Pandemic Freshman group didn’t get the benefits of “checking it out” before being submerged in Breakaway. In 
8th grade, Breakaway usually hosts several events where the 8th graders can check it out, see what Breakaway will be 
like… unless of course there happens to be a pandemic. However, this Freshman group has not let that hold them 
down. They grasp on to everything they can from the Zoom to the Instagram to the Live Events to the service projects.  
They are all in, lit by an internal fire! In a time where we can obviously see the darkness, there is so much light shining 
within Breakaway. 
 

“You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light.” 
 

Psalm 18:28 
 

Our Breakaway Freshman are a perfect example of God’s light shining right here at RLC. A beautiful light to share and 
spread the joy of Christ’s amazing light, a gift when we feel like we are lost in the dark. Keep being Fabulous Freshman! 



Page 11 December 2020 



Page 12 December 2020 



Page 13 December 2020 

 
 
 

 

1 Doug and Lori Durnbaugh – 30 years 
 

4 Alan and Linda Sullivan 
 

5 Cabha and Jen Rufus 
 

6 Grant and Brenda Peterson  
 

7 Vern and Dorothy Ebert – 68 years 
 Gary and Karen Ferro  
 

8 Gary and Ellen Frisque 
 Roger and Judy Tesch  
 

11 Harry and Carolin Roberts  
 

19 Sam and Heather Burgiss  
 Martin and Mindy Stephani – 50 years 
 

22 Bill and Amie Frisbie 
 

23 Bob and Barb Shimmel – 53 years 
 

24 Bob and Susan Jones  
 

27 Lyle and Sue Malotky – 52 years 
 Tak Niino and Candice Lorandeau 
 Craig and Sue White – 45 years 
 Bill and Fran Xenakis – 56 years 
 

28 Alex and Jackie Wenzel  
 

29 Dennis and Stephanie Ford 
 Todd and Cyndy Vagle – 30 years 
 

31 Douglas and Daisy Morris  
 
 
*Names and dates are taken from our computer software, 
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

 
 Apply today! 

 
 
 
 
 

Are you looking for a warm, safe, nurturing, Christ-
centered, academically rich, in person educational 
environment that challenges your child to be their 
best version of themselves? Schedule a call today 
and discover why Resurrection Lutheran School is 
so special. Conveniently located in the heart of 
Lochmere, RLS attracts families who value Christian 
education and highly qualified teachers who love 
what they do! This combined passion for education 
and dedication to children serves to inspire students 
to achieve. 
 

Resurrection Lutheran School added a Junior Kinder-
garten in the fall of 2019! The addition of Junior 
Kindergarten has enhanced our shared ministries by 
giving families a full day Christian preschool option for 
children who are four by August 31. Students enrolled 
in Junior Kindergarten may benefit from Before and 
After School Care services. Their school day mirrors 
current RLS school hours (8:30 am-3:00 pm) as does 
tuition and fees. *Kindergarten students must be five 
by August 31. 
 

The registration process for students in Junior Kinder-
garten through 8th grade is now open for the 2021-
2022 academic school year! You are invited to submit 
an Application for Admission. Visit www.rlscary.org. 
 

Please contact Rosie Creasy, Director of Admissions 
and School Growth to learn more about application 
process. Call us at 919-851-7271 x35. 

http://www.rlscary.org.
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is the 20th of each month. 
 

Please send submissions to Susan.Moore@RLCary.org. 

 

    facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 

 
    instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 
 

   youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

Learn More at RLCary.org! Resurrection Lutheran Church 
100 Lochmere Drive West 

Cary, NC 27518 
 

office@rlcary.org              919-851-7248    

 
 
 
 

1 Ally Peters 
 Ava Schuller 
 

3 Scott Kell 
 Nicole Orso 
 Kolina Simpson 
 

4 Addison Leahy 
 Alec Leahy 
 Ron Reichert 
 

5 Julie Glenn 
 Georgia Kebschull 
 Heather Klein 
 Bennett Otten 
 

6 Paige Key 
 

7 David Robison 
 Jason Swartz 
 Rhys Thomas 
 

8 Madeline Lubak 
 Darrell Moore 
 Timothy Striplin 
 

9 Scott Bostian 
 Carol Bostick 
 Rick Collins 
 Wesley Creel 
 Carole Shaeffer 
 

10 Anthony Barton 
 Christopher Moore 
 Michael Schwadron 
 Brenda Wiggins 
 

11 Garrett Stevenson 
 

12 Lillian Kirby 
 Don Kirkendall 
 Amie Masemore 
 Mark Robison 
 

13 Kerry McLaughlin 
 

14 Bob Spears 
 Edward Whynot 
 

15 Vern Ebert 
 Case Justice 
 

16 Savanna Baldisserotto 
 Eileen Douglas 
 Lois Haertling 
 Virginia Heilman 
 

17 Christina Plamann 
 Irene Seyss 
 

18 Jack Creasy 
 Alyssa Hofman 
 Joe Parks 
 

19 John Adams 
 John Bolte 
 Shane Kirby 
 Nelson Kuo 
 Amy Lambert 
 Cindy Murray 
 Greta Nelson 
 Roy Rhoden 
 

20 Christopher Gebbia 
 Laura Lubak 
 Jackie Wenzel 
 

21 Rev. Jonathan Blanke 
 Grace Meyer 
 Sandy Stein 
 Matthew Williams 
 

22 Lea Webb 
 

23 Ken Hooper 
 Douglas Zadow 
 

24 Michele Brake 
 Dorothy Conners 
 Tim Hiteshew 
 Valerie McClain 
 Jake Tully 
 

25 Cameron Richardson-Blum 
 Bill Xenakis 
 

26 John Bocksnick 
 Aaron Newcomb 
 Pat Smith 
 Jim Tully 
 

27 Gretchen Bostick 
 Jeff Fike 
 Stephanie Shaeffer 
 

28 John Kopala 
 Cameron Ring 
 

29 Diane Cuper 
 Owen Fischer 
 

30 Tom Gebbia 
 Mark Otten 
 

31 Megan Mantey 
 
 
 
 
*Names and dates are taken from our 
computer software, “Shepherd’s Staff”. 
Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  
  

mailto:Susan.Moore@RLCary.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.instagram.com/resurrectionlutherancary
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC

