
 

  

From the Pastor 

Renewing Light 
“Behold, I am making all things new!” (Revelation 21:5) 
 

Thus, speaks the One who is seated on His throne in heaven. The words 
are spoken at the End Time Final Judgement…as the new heaven and 
new earth is presented in answer to the old heaven and earth that  
has just passed away. But these words could just as easily have been 
pronounced over a house in Bethlehem one day visited by Magi “from 
the East”…“outsiders” to God’s mercy who celebrated the coming of 
One they received as their own King. They could just as easily have  
been spoken over the water of the Jordan River where Jesus would be 
revealed as the promised Savior and chosen One of God. They might  
just as easily have been spoken over those first called by Jesus as His 
disciples or the people Jesus rescued from demonic possession and  
various diseases. “Behold, I am making all things new!” It is what the 
crucified and resurrected Christ speaks over you and me and all the 
world again in 2021 as we see with new eyes what Jesus has done to 
bring about joy and hope for us and all mankind in this New Year. 
 

But here is just a bit of what will be new or different this month: 
 

• The call process for RLC’s new Associate Pastor is fully underway! 
Be on the lookout for updates from Call Committee Chairman 
Dan Shaltanis as events unfold in the months ahead; 
 

• A new start up time for the Sunday morning “late” service, 
beginning January 10th: 11 AM (this reflects one half of the  
worship schedule change approved last month and allows us  
a more leisurely time for virtual Sunday School); 
 

V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  R L C A R Y . O R G  

Dates of Interest: 
 

Epiphany . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jan. 3 

RLS Back . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 4 

Confirmation . . . . . . .  Jan. 6/10 

Baptism of Our Lord . . .  Jan. 10 

Kids Sunday School . . . . Jan. 10 

Adult Christian Ed . . . . .  Jan. 10 

Sanctity of Human Life .  Jan. 17 

First Communion . . . . . . Jan. 24 

RLC/RLS Closed . . . . . . .  Jan. 18 
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JANUARY 2021  

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Saturday 
6:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

 

Sunday 
8:00 am in the Sanctuary* 

 

11:00 am 
Praise Worship 

in the Family Life Center* 

 

 

 

*Live Stream 
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Thank you for your generosity! 

• A Sunday Bible study entitled A Man Named Martin, starting January 10 
(please note your intention to register by sending notification to the 
church office at Margaret.Hyatt@rlcary.org); 
 

• A new weekly sermon series on 1 Corinthians, starting January 17; 
 

• A new 1st Communion class led by Infant and Family Ministry Director  
MaryAnn Unger and Pastor Jonathan (5th Grade youth may still register 
at Jonathan.Blanke@rlcary.org) beginning January 24.  

 

You may have heard people celebrating the timely production of COVID  
vaccines as “a light at the end of the tunnel.” Certainly, the quick development 
and rapid distribution of the vaccine is noteworthy and deserves our gratitude. 
We especially give thanks in 2021, however, that not only is there a light at the 
end of the tunnel for us. In Christ Jesus, we have a light inside every tunnel life 
throws our way! No matter what happened in 2020…no matter what 2021 has 
in store…standing between one old year and one new one together with the 
One who promises to “[make] all things new” is a pretty great place to be.  
 

Looking forward to being there and welcoming in a new year, together with  
all of you…in Christ Jesus.  
 
Shalom in Him,  
Pastor Jonathan 

 

 

New Class! 
 

Sunday Mornings, 9:30 am 
via Zoom 

 

Starting January 10 
 
 

Session guides can be 
downloaded for free here: 

 

A Man Named Martin - Part 1: 
The Man (lhm.org)  

 

They are also available 
in the church office. 

 
 

Watch the trailer video here: 
 

RightNow Media: A Man Named 
Martin – Part 1: The Man 

 

You may also view or download 
all videos for the study through 
your RightNow Media account. 

 
 

Please register for the class 
with the church office at 

office@rlcary.org 
or 919-851-7248. 

Adult 
Christian Ed 

Thank you to everyone who donated gifts and 
toys to help stock The Christmas Store this year! 
Whether sent directly or dropped off at church, 
they were greatly appreciated. They were made 
available to local, financially-challenged parents 
to “shop” for their children for Christmas. 

 
 

Thank you to all who donated to Holidays and 
Beyond, helping Western Wake Crisis Ministry 
provide support for our neighbors in need! 

Thank You to those who helped make the 
guests of our Blind Ministry a little happier! 
With grant help from LWML and Thrivent, plus 
your donations, our drivers were able to deliver 
42 gift bags full of grocery cards, toiletries, food 
items, and a Christmas music CD. 

mailto:Margaret.Hyatt@rlcary.org
mailto:Jonathan.Blanke@rlcary.org
https://www.lhm.org/studies/studydetail.asp?id=27156
https://www.lhm.org/studies/studydetail.asp?id=27156
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/197856?episode=Trailer
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/197856?episode=Trailer
mailto:office@rlcary.org
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Vicar Alan’s Coaching Corner 
Last year I provided a quick update to my Specific Ministry 
Program studies in the January newsletter, so I thought I 
would do the same this year. I continue to be thankful to you 
for the prayers and tuition support over the past year. Two 
years complete - two to go. This year will also be a major milestone:  
ordination as a Pastor sometime around the June 2021 timeframe, pending 
successful completion of the next two classes and passing my certification 
review (your continued prayers are welcomed). 
 

Little did I know that last January would be the last time I would be on  
campus for class. We were supposed to meet in person over the summer, 
but you all know what COVID did to in person teaching. COVID cancelled 
our in-person meeting this month as well. The seminary staff encouraged 
us to reduce distractions since the intensive week can seem even “more 
intensive” when not in person, so I decided I could best avoid distractions…
by heading to the beach. I figured if I need to be on Zoom all day for class, 
I might as well have the ocean rolling in the background. 
 

Last January was a dive into “Creedal Themes” class and looking at how the 
master narrative is confessed through the Creeds. It was interesting to learn 
some of the history behind the different Creeds and take a deep look at 
what we confess. 
 

Spring semester sharpened that focus on the Creeds even more by looking 
at “Lutheran Distinctions.” We began to study the Reformation era several 
Lutheran distinctions such as Law and Gospel, the two kinds of righteous-
ness, and the two kingdoms. It was a great class, especially since I was not 
raised Lutheran and never took an in-depth look at things many lifelong  
Lutherans may take for granted. 
 

Summer semester provided my first preaching class. I told someone after-
ward that, even though I had written and delivered sermons before the 
class, I began to wonder if I had ever, truly written a sermon. I certainly 
learned a lot about sermon structures. I’m pretty sure that class caused  
Pastor Jonathan some additional stress as one sermon that I was writing  
for class was also being preached at RLC. It needed to be written in a specific 
structure, so it took additional time and finally came together the Fri. night 
before Sat. service. I cannot understate my appreciation for his mentorship. 
 

I just completed “Teaching the Faith” right before Thanksgiving. I started this 
class the same time as teaching the faith to our 8th grade Confirmation class.  
I’m not sure who taught me more about teaching the faith: the SMP class or 
the 8thgraders. It was certainly a challenging Zoom class for everyone. 
 

As I write this article, I’m studying all the class material for January’s “Means 
of Grace” class. They say to plan 44-hours of prep work (on top of Advent 
and Christmas celebrations) and it’s taking just about all that time for read-
ing, discussion boards, quizzes and notes…lots of notes. Maybe that is  
another reason to head to the beach for class week. 
 

As for my specific ministry, I will still provide coaching services for RLC  
members and I encourage you to explore coaching, especially with the  
uncertainty of what 2021 will look like. I am, however, working with Pastor 
Jonathan to further refine my ministry as “Christian Conciliation” and  
helping individuals, couples, families, and/or businesses move beyond  
conflict resolution into reconciliation. I will be certified Christian Conciliator 
in January 2021 and look forward to sharing this aspect of my ministry with 
people desiring conflict resolution and interpersonal reconciliation.  

 

Stay Connected 

Through Online 
Zoom Meetings! 

 
Prayer Community 

Mondays, 11:00 am 

Contact: Barb Shimmel 

 
Men’s Ministry 

Mondays, 7:00 pm 

Contact: Tom Gebbia 

mens-ministry@rlcary.org 

The Gospel of Mark 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Mondays, 7:00 pm 

Contact: Jamee Thieme 

Be Thou My Guide 

 
Bagel Bunch 

Tuesdays, 7:30 am 

Contact: Dan Shaltanis 

 
Pastor's Bible Class 

of Weekly Readings 

Tuesdays, 10:30 am 

Contact: Pastor Jonathan 

jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org 

 
Through RCB, join the group 

you are interested in or 
email the group leader 
prior to the start time 
to receive instructions 

on how to join the meeting. 

 
Questions? 

Contact the church office at 
office@rlcary.org, 

919-851-7248. 

mailto:mens-ministry@rlcary.org
mailto:jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org
mailto:office@rlcary.org
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January 1 
Dave and Karen Geisler 
15 years 
 

January 13 
Jim and JoElla Marting 
25 years 
 

January 15 
Eugene and Autumn Yamamura 
15 years 
 

January 20 
Jeff and Kim Ashmore 
20 years 

Happy 
Anniversary! 

Council News 

New 2021 Church Council 
The new Church Council for the coming year are: 
 

 President – Barry Needle – bjneedle@gmail.com 

 Vice President – Erika Hulse – 4thehulses@bellsouth.net 

 Treasurer – Lisa Snyder – nccpa2000@yahoo.com 

 Secretary – Joe Bastante – joe.bastante@bcbsmnc.com 

 Dan Mitchell – Member – d697mitch@gmail.com 

 Dave Geisler – Member – dgeisler3355@gmail.com 

 Mike Haertling – Member – shorehaert@gmail.com 

 Derric Grimes – Member – dag6x2@mst.edu 

 Jamie Measner – Member – jamie.measmer@gmail.com 

Student Ministry 
John 9:5  “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”   

 

I remember chaperoning one of my son’s field trips. We did a nighttime 
hike through the woods. Nothing seems quite so dark and isolating as  
stumbling through the woods at night. Guides had us try an experiment 
to trick our eyes. We were supposed to follow and watch the light of our 
flashlights and when they said “go” we were to turn off our flashlights  
but not stop moving. I was shocked when they said “go” and I popped  
off my flashlight, it gotten even darker and I felt more lost than ever. 
 

It really hasn’t been different going through 2020. There have been  
times of stumbling, darkness, and then just when you begin to feel safe 
and your eyes adjust, it gets darker. Within Breakaway, we have had 
amazing opportunities to witness God’s light even as we stumbled 
through the wild world of Covid. We were able to successfully meet  
virtually and in person to keep strong in our faith, encourage one  
another, grow, adapt and most importantly grow our relationships  
within our group but more importantly with our amazing Savior. Our  
Savior that says while we keep him here with us he will be our light.  
We look forward to 2021 knowing that the light leading us forward 
doesn’t burn out and will continue to guide us in our comings and  
goings. 
 

Happy New Year, Breakaway Families! May the light and love of Christ 
continue to shine in and through our Breakaway youth. 
 

Joyfully His, 
Ms. Jenny, High School Youth Director, jenny.piontek@rlcary.org 

 

mailto:bjneedle@gmail.com
mailto:4thehulses@bellsouth.net
mailto:nccpa2000@yahoo.com
mailto:joe.bastante@bcbsmnc.com
mailto:d697mitch@gmail.com
mailto:dgeisler3355@gmail.com
mailto:shorehaert@gmail.com
mailto:dag6x2@mst.edu
mailto:jamie.measmer@gmail.com
mailto:jenny.piontek@rlcary.org
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Resurrection Lutheran 
School 

 

Tom Kolb 
Principal 

 

Rosie Creasy 
Director of Admissions/

School Growth 
 

rlscary.org 

919-851-7271 

contact@rlscary.org 

HAPPY & HEALTHY NEW YEAR 
 

We look forward to welcoming our well rested and healthy students back 
to school on Monday, January 4 in morning carpool! It is our prayer that 
your family enjoyed time together and that you are all feeling refreshed  
as we embark on the second half of the school year. Please continue to 
focus on communicating with us as we remain “Healthy Together” in 2021 
and beyond! 
 

DISTANCE LEARNING 
 

The next distance learning session will be January 4-February 11. Some 
families have already chosen this as an alternative to in-person learning 
for that period of time, but the overwhelming majority of our families  
are choosing to stay in-person. If you are concerned about your child  
returning to school in-person after the holidays, we are offering a two 
week “buffer” time of Distance Learning taking place from January 4-15 
(until the end of second quarter). If you are choosing a virtual Distance 
Learning option, we ask that you inform tomkolb@rlscary.org AND your 
child’s teacher AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
 

2021-2022 ADMISSIONS 
 

We are now accepting applications for the 2021-2022 academic school 
year. Tuition Agreements for currently enrolled families will be issued  
the first week of January and due February 11, 2021. 
 

Contact admissions@rlscary.org if you have any questions! 

 

Chromebooks for each student made possible by 
Mid-Atlantic Lutherans in Mission! 

mailto:admissions@rlscary.org
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Resurrection Lutheran Preschool (RLP)’s enrollment for Fall of 
2021 has started. Classes are offered for 2 year olds to young 5 year 
olds, including transitional-kindergarten. Close to 20 children from  
previously enrolled families, as well as RLC members, are registered  
for the 2021-22 preschool year thus far. We are eagerly awaiting to 
welcome everyone’s return in the fall. 
 

Hearing our preschool program is highly recommended by our families  
is and always has been the best means to share what RLP has to offer 
our community. RLP’s classrooms, Chapel, Drive-Up ‘Drop-Off / Pick-
Up’, and playground are available through videos and pictures on our 
social media sites. We appreciate you sharing with your friends,  
neighbors, and family about RLP. 

Resurrection Lutheran 
Preschool 
 

Diane Hooper, Director 
 

rlpcary.org 

919-851-7270 

office@rlpcary.org 
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100 LOCHMERE DRIVE WEST, CARY NC  27518 

GIVING 
 

We appreciate your contributions to our congregation. 
Here are the different ways to make your offering: 

 

• Place in offering plate as you exit the worship service 
 

• Mail to 100 Lochmere Drive West, Cary NC 27518 
 

• Online through our church website at rlcary.org/
ministries/online-giving 
 

• Download the GivePlus+ APP, search for Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, transfer funds from your account 

 

Questions? Contact finance@rlcary.org. 

LIVE STREAM 
 

Join us online for worship live 
Sundays at 8:00 am and 10:45 am! 

 

Connect through our YouTube channel at  

youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 
 

or through our website at 

rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship. 
 

Missed the live service? 
 

Watch the worship services 
on our YouTube channel at any time.  

LEARN MORE 
 

rlcary.org     |     office@rlcary.org     |     919-851-7248 
 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Blanke, Senior Pastor 

 

    facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 

 
    instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 
 

   youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. 
Please send submissions to susan.moore@rlcary.org. 

http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/online-giving/
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/online-giving/
mailto:finance@rlcary.org
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship/
mailto:office@rlcary.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.instagram.com/resurrectionlutherancary
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
mailto:Susan.Moore@RLCary.org

