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From the Pastor

Under-Shepherds and the Good Shepherd
Something we pastors don’t talk about very much is…well…what it
means to be a pastor! The word “pastor” comes from the Latin word
for “shepherd.” In the Scriptures, concrete images—not philosophical
jargon—communicates Truth. Here, the image to describe the spiritual
leader of a congregation, whether in the Old Testament (Jeremiah
3:15) or the New (John 21:15-17; Ephesians 4:11), is “shepherd.” Since
Jesus Christ describes Himself as “the Good Shepherd” (John 11:14),
pastors are often described as “the under-shepherds”— or, as a friend
of mine likes to say, “the sheep dogs”— of the flock under Christ.
That distinction is an especially important one to make. Pastors love
it when the worship livestream “views” tick up, when the income
column of the church financial report swells unexpectedly, when
people are generally happy and feeling cared for. Pastors know that
an element of their job will concern attention to important details…
ensuring properties are operating properly…checking to see that the
social needs of individual congregants are being meaningfully met.
But the pastor’s primary task is to be the under-shepherd for his flock.
The pastor’s first job is to feed and tend the sheep in his care with the
proper application of Law and Gospel, the message of Christ crucified,
and the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. The pastor’s
primary burden is for his own sheep who go missing and the sheep
not under any under-shepherd’s care who do not yet know the Chief
Shepherd. More than anyone else, a pastor will err and sin thinking
his primary task is to be an inspirational speaker, successful businessman, or any number of other roles designed to motivate and produce
outcomes. But the grace of God is there for him, too! He is at his best
when he confesses his sins and understands himself to be a redeemed
and forgiven child of God. He works best when he sees himself as
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Worship
Schedule
Saturday
6:00 pm in the Sanctuary

Sunday
8:00 am in the Sanctuary*
11:00 am
Praise Worship
in the Family Life Center*
*Live Stream
Please see worship schedule
note on page 6.

Dates of Interest:
Faith Statements Due . . Feb. 3
Mission Sunday . . . . . . . Feb. 7
RLS Early Release . . . . . Feb. 12
Transfiguration . . . . . . . Feb. 14
RLS Closed . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 15
Ash Wednesday . . . . . . Feb. 17
First Sun. in Lent . . . Feb. 20/21
RLP Camp . . . . . . . . Feb. 22-25
Midweek Lenten . . . . . . Feb. 24

Adult
Christian Ed

Sunday Mornings, 9:30 am
via Zoom
Session guides can be
downloaded for free here:

A Man Named Martin - Part 2:
The Moment (lhm.org)
They are also available
in the church office.
Watch the trailer video here:
RightNow Media : A Man Named
Martin – Part 2: The Moment
You may also view or download
all videos for the study through
your RightNow Media account.

Register for the class
with the church office at
office@rlcary.org
or 919-851-7248.

beloved and valuable sheep of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, and therefore
one used by God to feed and tend the Good Shepherd’s sheep.
I still remember when I attended my first RLC Voters’ Meeting in December of
2019 and listened to the conversation about whether or not we should call an
Associate Pastor. I asked you all for a little time to determine not only whether
an Associate Pastor would be needed, but also what traits and attitudes would
be appropriate for the present moment at RLC. Since then I’ve been able to
map out the following course of action:
•

RLC is a congregation of over 1000 souls that I believe could be better
served with another full-time servant of Word and Sacrament ministry.
This does not deny the contribution of our present RLC salaried staff
and committed lay volunteers! It simply means I believe another fulltime under-shepherd is needed to assist me in the work I do and allow
our congregation to continue to grow and serve our community.

•

Vicar Alan Shaw will be ordained later this year and serve us parttime as a Specific Ministry Pastor (the areas of Christian life coaching,
conciliation, and counseling). We look forward to the day of his
credentialing and service as pastor among us!

•

A new Associate Pastor, whenever the Lord blesses us with one
(hopefully by summer of 2021, but possibly later), will serve, as I do,
in full-time Word and Sacrament ministry with a focus on younger
families and single, young adults.

•

I’ve asked church leadership and our congregation’s Call Committee
to consider a graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis for Associate
Pastor call; were we to receive a seminary graduate, we could have an
Associate Pastor on hand to serve among us as early as July of 2021.

•

In the event we do not receive a seminary graduate this year, we are
ready to begin calling an Associate Pastor according to “traditional”
route (i.e., we would call a pastor already serving a congregation.

Please keep me, Vicar Shaw, RLC staff, our church council, and our call
committee in your prayers as we navigate the terrain of the next several
months together. I would also ask you one other favor: if you believe, as I do,
that an Associate Pastor would enhance our current ability to touch the lives
of our congregation and community, please review your current pledge to our
church and prayerfully consider whether you and your family might more
actively take part in this future course for our congregation. I invite your
emails, phone calls, and personal contact in feedback to me about anything
shared here, if you have any questions.
Blessed to be an under-shepherd in service to you….
Pastor Jonathan
jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org
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Mission & Ministry Presentation

Mission Minded Mantey’s, February 7

Connect Online

Join us during the Sunday education hour, 9:30-10:30 am,
for a Zoom presentation by Mark and Megan Mantey!
The Mantey’s serve the Lord through The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
(LCMS) as career missionaries in Uganda. Mark serves as project manager
for the seminary, managing the financial aspects, and collaborating in the
creation of a long-term business plan. As instructor of Christian education
and counseling, Megan teaches classes at the seminary and advises on its
program development. Mark and Megan are also grateful to be involved
in the daily life of the local community and the Lutheran Church of Uganda
(LCU). Through these interactions, they build partnerships that assist the
LCU in sharing the love of Christ and proclaiming the Gospel.
Every two years LCMS missionaries have the opportunity to return to the
United States and share a ministry update with congregations and individual
supporters. In December, January, and February, the Mantey’s are happy to
be able to visit some congregations and individual supporters during their
home service. Thank you for keeping them in your prayer as they travel and
share these ministry updates this winter.

Through Zoom Meetings!
Prayer Community
Mondays, 11:00 am
Contact: Barb Shimmel
Men’s Ministry
Mondays, 7:00 pm
Contact: Tom Gebbia
mens-ministry@rlcary.org
Women’s Bible Study
Mondays, 7:00 pm
Contact: Jamee Thieme
Be Thou My Guide

Bagel Bunch
Tuesdays, 7:30 am
Contact: Dan Shaltanis
Pastor's Bible Class
of Weekly Readings
Tuesdays, 10:30 am

Lent

Contact: Pastor Jonathan

Ash Wednesday, February 17
9:00 am
Resurrection Lutheran School Chapel
In-Person Worship with Imposition of Ashes in the Sanctuary

7:00 pm

jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org
Through RCB, join the group
you are interested in or
email the group leader
prior to the start time
to receive instructions
on how to join the meeting.

In-Person Worship with Imposition of Ashes in the Sanctuary

Look for online sign up closer to date.
Both services will be live streamed at
youtube.com/resurrectionlutheranchurchcarync.

Questions?
Contact the church office at
office@rlcary.org,
919-851-7248.
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Happy
Anniversary!
February 5
Luigi and Linda Moscatello
25 years
February 6
John and Virginia Heilman
56 years

Gifts and Memorials
For the Love Fund:
In Celebration of
Michael, Yianna, and Angela Xenakis, Jamie and Anne Marie Measmer
Given by Bill and Fran Xenakis
In Memory of Barbara Schaeffer
Given by Harold Almquist
In Memory of Trudy Ambrose
Given by Bill and Fran Xenakis
For the Prayer and Healing Garden Fund:

February 14
Keith and Dawn Leister
45 years

In Memory of Emil Breckling
Given by Virginia Fox

February 16
Dean and Karen Peters
30 years

In Memory of Barbara Schaeffer
Given by Lane and Mary Jo Walter
Lisa Meares
Lamplighters Prayer Group
Keith and Georgia Ormand
Deborah Presnell
Keith and Yvonne Braswell

February 17
Ken and Mary Elder
53 years
February 21
Jon and Ellen Richter
40 years

For the Gifts and Memorial Fund:

For the Community Food and Crisis Fund:
In memory of Pastor Jim Knuth
Given by Lyle and Susanne Malotky

A Lesson in SCRIP
SCRIP is a gift card buying program that supports our RLC youth scholarship program, RLC youth families, RLP,
RLS, and the RLC Love Fund. The best part is you can support all of these programs without spending any extra
money! You just change your mindset and when you go shopping for the things you are already going to buy
(groceries, Amazon, home improvements, etc.), purchase a gift card first through Scrip and then go shop.

Here is what SCRIP looked like in 2020:


$2,000 given to support Resurrection Lutheran School (RLS)



$380 given to support Resurrection Lutheran Preschool (RLP)



Over 40 gift cards purchased to give as Christmas gifts to Blind Ministry



26 families participating with 8 new families added



$700 earned in scholarships for youth

This is exciting and could be so much more! If you are interested in joining or finding out more information,
please contact Jenny Piontek (jenny.piontek@rlcary.org).
NOTE: Youth families, LCMS National Youth Gathering (NYG) will be here before we know it. Are you ready to
make that first payment in August 2021?
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Confirmation

Service Hours Summary by Catherine Kendall, 7th Grade
We are very blessed by God, so it is important that we bless others as well and show God’s love. To do that, I have
participated in service projects organized by my school and in helping family members. Specifically, I will discuss
my experience about gleaning, creating 9/11 posters, and working with my grandmother on a project to summarize
this year. There are numerous ways we can show and spread kindness to others, as we are blessed by God.
Despite all challenges and obstacles we were faced with this year, I was able to sign up to go gleaning, a service
offered by my school. The reason why it was important was because it covers two major issues: food waste and
unfair treatment of migrant farmworkers from Mexico. Recently, it has been reported that an estimated 40% of
food that we produce never actually gets eaten. At the same time, there are around 49 million people in the United
States who do not have enough money for their basic food needs. Many people do not pick out certain agricultural
products that are in slightly bad condition. This causes stores to not accept products that do not fit under their
standards. As well as this, we had an incredible opportunity to be educated on how migrant farmworkers from
Mexico get unfair treatment even with the grueling work in the agricultural industry. Most men do not have a way
to support their family in Mexico, so they come here to seek work under a farmer. They do not come here with
much though, and they live with very little. Most companies they might work with are not interested in the work
and living environment for the farmworkers, but they are more focused on the money. They experience numerous
occupational health hazards, have limited enforcement regulations, lack access to health care and social services,
suffer wage violations, horrible living conditions, and experience poverty and food insecurity. Not many people are
aware of their situation. When we go gleaning, we are picking out leftover crops that the farmworkers do not think
would be sold in grocery stores and donate them to food banks to distribute to people that are food insecure. It
helped a lot of us develop empathy for these farmworkers and it really educated us so we could find other ways to
help them. We spent the morning up until lunch picking sweet potatoes on a farm that was finished for the season,
as farmworkers had already gone through and collected what they wanted. I was completely shocked at how many
sweet potatoes were left on the large field. However, this was just one out of many farms. It really helped open my
eyes. I also realized how hard the work was, and I only did it for a day, but I was not trying to make a living out of it.
It was very difficult to realize that they work so hard and receive such little pay with unfair treatment. I, with the
help of a few other classmates that decided to sign up for gleaning that day, filled up two cars with bags of leftover
sweet potatoes. Soon, they would be taken to food drives to then be distributed out to food insecure people. Even
after this, there were more sweet potatoes in the field. This opportunity was an incredible one to serve others and
help those in our community.
Earlier this year, my grade did a project associated with 9/11. After learning about the tragic incident, we focused
on how people united to help with the clean-up and saving others from the mess. We did this to learn about
community and being whole. So, we individually created posters displaying illustrations on the community that
formed on 9/11 and wrote multiple acts of kindness on it as well. It was incredible to see how people worked
together after such a horrible time and it was a great example of spreading kindness to others. I had not learned
about the aftermath until this. It was a great reminder to unite and give a helping hand to the community.
At the end of this year, I decided that I wanted to help my grandmother with a project she had been working on.
Now, this may not have been something like food drives, but it gave me a wonderful feeling to help my grandmother
since times are so difficult now. She wanted to put together a record of our family experiences that would reflect
on the once in a century pandemic that hit us in 2020. I helped create reflection questions and then interviewed
numerous family members. It taught me the good feeling of just giving a helping hand. Along with that, it was a
super fun project to do in the end.
These are some of the highlights of the year on how I was able to show service, as we are very blessed by God.
Whether it is gleaning or just simply helping my grandmother on a fun project, we should bless others like how we
are blessed. In the future, I would love to participate in more service projects even during these challenging times.
It overall makes me feel joyful to know that I am helping others and I can reflect on how much God blesses me. I
cannot wait for a new year of service opportunities.
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Visual Faith

First
Communion

Virtual Prayer Retreat, March 6

Save the Date!
Virtual Seder Meal
Wednesday, March 31
6:00 pm
5th grade students and families,
we will be celebrating our Seder
Meal virtually.

In this season of fear, uncertainty, and social distancing, Visual Faith Ministry
invites you to find rest with God. Join us for a day of abiding with God and
one another as we hear, see, and experience prayer practices that can be
done in your personal devotional life, with your family, or in larger context
of a Christian community. Twelve Visual Faith™ Ministry coaches and leaders
will introduce you to a variety of prayer practices that are achievable and
grace-filled. Connect with these speakers and visual faith practices that will
guide you as you walk in relationship with Jesus, your Savior.

For more information or to register, www.visualfaithmin.org/abideretreat.

Details will be sent closer to the
date, including a grocery list and
video from Chef Kim Otten with
instruction on how to set up and
prepare the meal. You will have
all you need to fully participate
in your home.
Questions? Contact
MaryAnn.Unger@rlcary.org.

Status of In-Person Worship To Be Determined
Due to a higher risk level based on daily new cases of the coronavirus in Wake County, we have recently
suspended our regular in-person worship (Saturday 6:00 pm and Sunday 8:00 am and 11:00 am) through
February 6/7.
There is one weekly live stream throughout this period starting at 8:00 am on Sunday and remaining active
on our YouTube channel after the 8:00-9:00 am hour.
We will be determining to extend the suspension or move to in-person services the week of February 8.
Look for an update through our website at rlcary.org/about-us/in-person-worship.
Thank you for your understanding. Feel free to be in touch with any questions or concerns, contact the
church office at 919-851-7248 or office@rlcary.org.
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2021-2022 ADMISSIONS
Thanks to the dedication, flexibility, and stamina of our faculty coupled
with your support and encouragement, kind referrals, and positive
reviews surrounding Resurrection Lutheran School, RLS continues to
receive applications daily for the 2021-2022 academic school year. Once
Tuition Agreements for currently enrolled families are returned (due
February 11), we will have a better idea of how many new families we
can serve in the fall of 2021. While it is impossible to predict future health
recommendations relating to COVID 19, RLS is committed to remaining
"Healthy Together" during the 2021-2022 academic calendar year. Due to
the high demand for a safe, exceptional, in person educational experience,
we have waiting lists in all classes at this time. As a result, it is imperative
that you adhere to the February 11th deadline to ensure enrollment for
the fall. Contact admissions@rlscary.org, if you have any questions!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Resurrection Lutheran
School
Tom Kolb
Principal
Rosie Creasy
Director of Admissions/
School Growth

February 4

POS Fundraiser — City BBQ (use FUND A code)

February 11

Enrollment Agreements Due

February 12

Teacher Work Afternoon — Early Dismissal, 11:30 am

February 15

Presidents Day — No School

February 18

School Board Meeting, 6:30 pm

rlscary.org
919-851-7271
contact@rlscary.org

Coming Soon! EASTER BREAK (March 29-April 5)

Time for a little indoor recess!
Movement is so important
during the school day.

Middle School students
learn calligraphy
in their Chinese elective.
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Enrollment for Fall 2021 Continues at Resurrection Lutheran Preschool

Resurrection Lutheran
Preschool
Diane Hooper, Director
rlpcary.org
919-851-7270

office@rlpcary.org
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Openings are still available in our 2-year-old, 3-year-old, 4-year-old, and
young 5-year-old classes (including transitional-kindergarten); however,
some classes are filling quickly. Inquiries continue to come in almost
every day. I am thrilled to say we have doubled RLP’s enrollment
numbers since last month’s newsletter. Over 40 children are registered
to attend RLP in the fall. We are very encouraged by family’s interest in
sending their children to preschool in the fall.
To enroll a child, email or call:
office@rlpcary.org

919-851-7270

RLP families sharing with friends and other families about their child’s
preschool experience and growth while attending RLP, remains the #1
means of spreading the word about our exemplary preschool program.

GIVING

LIVE STREAM
Join us online for worship live
Sundays at 8:00 am and 11:00 am!
Connect through our YouTube channel at
youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
or through our website at
rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship.

Missed the live service?
Watch the worship services
on our YouTube channel at any time.

We appreciate your contributions to our congregation.
Here are the different ways to make your offering:
•

Place in offering plate as you exit the worship service

•

Mail to 100 Lochmere Drive West, Cary NC 27518

•

Online through our church website at rlcary.org/
ministries/online-giving

•

Download the GivePlus+ APP, search for Resurrection
Lutheran Church, transfer funds from your account

Questions? Contact finance@rlcary.org.

SOCIAL MEDIA
facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary

instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC

LEARN MORE
rlcary.org

|

office@rlcary.org

|

919-851-7248

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Blanke, Senior Pastor

Newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month.
Please send submissions to susan.moore@rlcary.org.

100 LOCHMERE DRIVE WEST, CARY NC 27518
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