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From the Pastor

Is Sacrifice “Necessary”?
(Hebrews 10:18/Romans 12:1/2 Cor. 9:7-8)
There’s a question I used to ask those who were relatively new to the
Christian faith, to test their understanding of Christian doctrine. (I no
longer ask the question; it’s a sort of “trick” question designed to draw
people out…even if it did lead to some good conversations!) It is this:
For Christian believers, is sacrifice necessary?
We all know (or should know) the answer from Sunday School. That
answer is an unequivocal “no.” Jesus Christ is the sacrifice for our sins.
The author of Hebrews puts it simply: “Where there is forgiveness of
[sins], there is no longer any offering for sin” (10:18). Sacrifices are
no longer “necessary.” Full stop. All that needed to be done for us to
enjoy the rescue of our souls has already been done. Jesus Christ has
done it.
So, is sacrifice “necessary”? No. But might some sort of sacrifice,
better labeled “thanksgiving” for what God has done for us first, be
entirely “appropriate”? “Natural”? Perhaps, even “to be expected”?
Yes, of course! For as St. Paul writes to the Romans: “Therefore, I urge
you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and
proper worship” (12:1). Elsewhere, he encourages the sacrifice
manifested in financial gifts, writing, “Each of you should give what
you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless
you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work” (2 Cor. 9:7-8). We are such
a “payment-for-services-rendered” sort of people that we’re used
to getting something in return for what we give. We’re not going to
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Worship
Schedule
Saturday
6:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Sunday
8:00 am in the Sanctuary*
11:00 am
Praise Worship
in the Family Life Center*
*Live Stream

Dates of Interest:
Midweek Lenten . . . . . . Mar. 3
Midweek Lenten . . . . . Mar. 10
RLP Camp . . . . . . . Mar. 15-18
Midweek Lenten . . . . . Mar. 17
Midweek Lenten . . . . . Mar. 24
Passion/Palm Sunday . Mar. 28
RLS Break . . . . . Mar. 29-Apr. 5
5th Grade Seder . . . . . Mar. 31

Adult
Christian Ed

Sunday Mornings, 9:30 am
via Zoom
Session guides can be
downloaded here:
A Man Named Martin Part 3: The Movement
They are also available
in the church office.
Watch the trailer video:
RightNow Media : A Man Named
Martin – Part 3: The Movement
You may also view or download
all videos for the study through
your RightNow Media account.

Register for the class
with the church office at
office@rlcary.org
or 919-851-7248.

succeed in offering ourselves up each day as living sacrifices in thanksgiving
to God. But here’s the really great thing: our own offerings (of time, talent,
and treasure) are not necessary—they are appropriate, natural, and to be
expected because of what God has first done for us. Your offering won’t
look like someone else’s. Your offering will be appropriate for what has
been entrusted to you to give. Maybe what you have to offer seems too
small to be of any use. Do not focus on an amount. Focus instead on the
habit of offering what you can! The season of Lent is an opportunity for us
to challenge ourselves to this kind of appropriate sacrifice of thanksgiving
to God—together.
I was grateful to see so many of you turn out for the Associate Pastor call
meeting on Sunday, February 28. The vote convincingly reinforced the
recommendation of the Call Committee to move forward with three
candidates at Concordia Seminary, any one of whom would be an excellent
addition to our team of servant leaders at Resurrection. Now that the
decision has been finalized…now that we have been notified by Concordia
Seminary we will likely receive one of the three names we have put forward
…now is the time for me to ask you to prayerfully consider sacrificing what
you can to better enable us to cover salary and benefits for this newly
called worker. If you have already made a pledge to support the kingdom
work God is doing at RLC in 2021, I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
You are all set! But if you have been putting off the decision to pledge a
portion of your income to God’s kingdom work at Resurrection Lutheran
Church…if you have been relying on others to “carry the day” at RLC and
have not been doing your own part to financially support the work God
calls us to, now is the time. It is one thing to want an Associate Pastor and
call upon God for a new under-shepherd. It is quite another to ask God to
use each of us to make that prayer a reality. I would like to see us add 50
new pledges--people who have never made a pledge to RLC or have not
done so in recent years--to the 75 or so pledges we gathered last November
over Stewardship weekend. The pledge will be for the period beginning July
2021 (fiscal 2022). There is a real need. But this is a modest goal. We can do
this! You will see more about the count in church publicity in the weeks and
months ahead. Please join me as we keep this important process in our
prayers.
Now, “To the One who is able to accomplish exceedingly more in us than
we are able to ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work in
us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen” (Ephesians 3:21)
In thanksgiving for all of you and for all that God is at work accomplishing
in you….
Pastor Jonathan
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Come take a journey of faith
with us as we visit
the real places inhabited
and hear the real words
spoken by the Son of God,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
This Lenten season, we seek
God's grace together
as we walk, in the footsteps
of Jesus, to Calvary's cross.
In-person worship limited.
To attend, sign up here:
https://bit.ly/3k3x8We
Services will be live streamed.
To view: youtube.com/
resurrectionlutheran
churchcarync

Connect Online
Through Zoom Meetings!
Prayer Community
Mondays, 11:00 am
Contact: Barb Shimmel
Men’s Ministry
Mondays, 7:00 pm
Standing Tall (Nehemiah)
Contact: Tom Gebbia
mens-ministry@rlcary.org
Women’s Bible Study

Holy Week Observances
and Easter Sunday Celebrations!

Mondays, 7:00 pm
Love Rules
Contact: Jamee Thieme

Passion/Palm Weekend
Saturday, March 27
6:00 pm
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary
Sunday, March 28
8:00 am
Sanctuary Festival Worship with Holy Communion
11:00 am Praise and Worship with Holy Communion, Family Life Center

Maundy/Holy Thursday
Thursday, April 1
4:00 pm
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary
7:00 pm
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary

Bagel Bunch
Tuesdays, 7:30 am
Contact: Dan Shaltanis
Pastor's Bible Class
of Weekly Readings
Tuesdays, 10:30 am
Contact: Pastor Jonathan
jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org

(First Communion for 5th grade Students)

Good Friday
Friday, April 2
12:00 pm Worship, Sanctuary
7:00 pm
Tenebrae Service, Sanctuary

Through RCB, join the group
you are interested in or
email the group leader
prior to the start time
to receive instructions
on how to join the meeting.

Easter Weekend
Saturday, April 3
6:00 pm
Family Easter Vigil, Prayer Garden
Sunday, April 4
8:00 am, 9:30 am
Sanctuary Easter Festival Worship with Holy Communion
11:00 am Praise and Worship with Holy Communion, Family Life Center

Questions?
Contact the church office at
office@rlcary.org,
919-851-7248.
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Happy
Anniversary!

Student Ministry

March 5
Ed and Ginny Koren
56 years
March 14
Phil and Susan Richard
40 years
March 16
Travis and Tanya Johnson
15 years
March 23
David and Lea Webb
25 years
March 27
Ron and Carol Bostick
50 years

Breakaway Youth Leadership Team
What? We have one of those?

What is it?
A small group of our High School Breakaway members who have made the commitment to serve, learn,
be a role model, and of course lead.
What do we do?
Serve – Our leadership team is responsible for helping set up events and activities, helping in church services,
developing and implementing service opportunities, and helping their Breakaway peers.
Learn – The youth have monthly meetings with theme focused learning opportunities to increase their faith
and specifically focus on church leadership opportunities. We look to grow future church leaders! We learn
how to work together, and build strong teams from within.
Role Model – This small group of youth model teenage faith by showing up to all Breakaway sponsored events,
participating, and most often stepping outside of their comfort zone. They are models of what an inclusive
group looks like as they are a super eclectic group with a common goal – have fun sharing faith!
Lead – The Breakaway Leadership Team eventually start to lead devotions, games, service activities, and even
leading in worship services. (I bet you have even noticed a few on live stream!) The Leadership over the years
have had multiple members go on to serve within the church, as well as choose church work vocations.
Why?
“Not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” Philippians 2:4
There is an important responsibility to raise service minded, faithful, active church leaders. Teaching the High
School youth that they have an important voice within the church builds the future church leaders we need.
To continue spreading the good news and Jesus’ mission for us all. PLUS, we have FUN!
In April, all active high school Breakaway members will be allowed to apply for the Leadership team. Watch
for more opportunities coming up to find out more information. We want you to join the team!

Ms. Jenny and the Breakaway Leadership Team
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Vicar Alan’s Coaching Corner
I’m using this month’s article to reiterate some of what I said at the congregational
meeting, just in case you couldn’t join or weren’t sure what I said. Resurrection (y’all)
called me to be your Specific Ministry Pastor almost 3 years ago. Pastor Mark was
a big influence on me to pursue the ministry and helped start the call process and
paperwork with Southeastern District and the seminary. So…for those who are
concerned that I will be called somewhere else after I complete the program in two
years, have no fear: you’ve already called me, and I have no plans of going anywhere.
My specific ministry was “congregational coaching and leadership development.” A few members have taken
me up on coaching. The offer for coaching is always open so don’t hesitate to reach out and ask, “what’s this all
about” and we’ll see if coaching would benefit you.
When Pastor Jonathan arrived, he encouraged me to look at Christian Conciliation and, after some discussions
with the seminary to ensure it was still in scope of my specific ministry definition, I began to focus on Christian
Conciliation certification. While coaching services will always be a part of my ministry, my efforts have started
to shift. What this entails are courses in conciliation coaching and mediation, which I’ve already completed.
I’ve also completed a focus-area course on marriage conciliation and am scheduled to take an intensive conflict
training later this summer. I was just accepted into Institute for Christian Conciliation’s certification process,
which involves working with an advisor (my advisor is Judy Dabler with “Creative Conciliation” if you want to
look up her website). Over the next 3 years, I must complete case requirements, professional development
experience, teaching experience, and advanced training to receive my certification.
Now mind you, this is above and beyond the seminary requirements, which brings me to how you can continue
to support me: prayer…lots and lots of prayer. And when you’re done praying, start over again. Of course, I
exaggerate (only slightly). Here are some specific prayer requests:
1) The provision of conciliation clients. This seems obvious…but I can’t do this without people
coming forward and inquiring about Christian Conciliation. I plan to work with the Chaplains
and Behavioral Health teams at my organization at Fort Bragg to gain experience but will also
be starting to advertise my services more across the Circuit and District once I’ve got a few
cases under my belt.
2) A focused mind and wise use of time. The past two years balancing work, family, church,
and school have been challenging. And now I’m adding this certification. My prayer is that
the time I spend is focused and “right the first time.”
3) Future decision-making. My main goal is to make Christian Conciliation a full-time ministry
(separate from the part-time Pastor call), which means there will come a day when I must
break with my job at Fort Bragg. That comes with a lot of upheaval and trusting in God’s plan
and timing. I’m confident that day will happen…I’m not confident “when” that day will happen.
Your prayers for discernment will be invaluable in this part of the endeavor.
Hopefully, that clears up some questions without causing more...but just in case, feel free to reach out to me
anytime. I’m here for everyone reading this letter…even if it was forwarded to you.
Vicar Alan Shaw
alan.shaw@rlcary.org
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First
Communion
Virtual Seder Meal
Wednesday, March 31
6:00 pm
5th grade students and families,
we will be celebrating our Seder
Meal virtually.
Details will be sent closer to the
date, including a grocery list and
video from Chef Kim Otten with
instruction on how to set up and
prepare the meal. You will have
all you need to fully participate
in your home.

Gifts and Memorials
In Memory of Barbara Schaeffer:
Karen Leland
Roger Schaeffer
In Memory of Pastor Jim Knuth:
Joyce Rea
Mark and Melinda Tomasevich
Ronald and Diana Rogers
Marilyn Bremer
Dennis and Antonette Holderied
For the Service Live Stream Fund:
Fordyce and Jo Ann Rathjen
Bradley and Susan Berndt
James and Carin Blodgett
David and Karen Dahl

For the Love Fund:
In Memory of Trudy Ambrose
Robert and Joyce Hirt
Ronald and Diane Rogers
In Memory of Pastor Jim Knuth
Harold Almquist
Robert and Joyce Hirt
Annette Langefeld-Kennedy
Darrell and Anita Moore
Lori Jannings
Andrew Jannings

The banners in the sanctuary were given by Terry and Sandy Brummeyer
to the glory of God and in memory of his mother, Louise Brummeyer.

Questions? Contact
MaryAnn.Unger@rlcary.org.

Missionary Update
Greetings, friends at RLC in Cary!
We pray this note finds you well as you navigate the ups and downs of this turbulent time.
Thank you so much for your ongoing support of our family as we serve God's mission in Cambodia! We love that
we get to be salt and light for the gospel in Southeast Asia, but it wouldn't be possible without your prayers and
support which send us on your behalf.
We had a wonderful Christmas. Since then, J.P. has been laser-focused on a labor-intensive project: helping
Concordia International School Hanoi find its next Head of School. J.P. has remained on the Board of the school
even after leaving Vietnam, and was asked to co-chair their search process. Thankfully, a call was issued just
last week and so we await news of its acceptance. Please pray for Concordia as it continues to be salt and light
in Vietnam, a country that is still near and dear to our hearts.
Here in Cambodia, ministry remains active. Our Saturday night youth group has resumed after the COVID-19
scares of November and December. Also, just this month Aimee got to travel to Kampong Chhnang to observe
and assist the work of Concordia Welfare and Education Foundation.
Again, we thank you for your partnership that makes all this possible. Please know that we give thanks to God
for you today, and pray that He would use you to be salt and light there even as we seek to be the same here.

In Christ, J.P., Aimee, Celeste, Bella, and Isaac
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cimafam.com

lcms.org/cima

missioncentral.us/cima

NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK
This year, National Lutheran Schools Week (NLSW) is March 7-13, 2021.
A week filled with celebration, school spirit, and reflection surrounding the
blessings shared by Lutheran Schools across the country. NLSW provides
the network of over 1,900 LCMS preschools, elementary schools, and high
schools with the public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work
in Lutheran schools. In this, Lutheran schools thank God for opportunity
to provide excellent academic preparation for the children they serve and
for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with students and their
families. Sent to Serve is the theme for the 2021 celebration with scripture
verse, Matthew 20:28:
“The Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve,
and to give his life
as a ransom for many.”

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
March 8

PSO Meeting, 7:00 pm

March 18

School Board Meeting, 6:30 pm

March 19

Third Grade Wax Museum Videos

March 26

Early Release, 11:30 am

March 29

Easter Break (March 29-April 5)

Fourth Graders Create
Sedimentary Rock Models,
Learning by Doing!

Resurrection Lutheran
School
Tom Kolb
Principal
Rosie Creasy
Director of Admissions/
School Growth
rlscary.org
919-851-7271
contact@rlscary.org

DJ’s Pharmacy Named RLS Teachers
Highest Spirit After Receiving Vaccines
“The energy brought into our pharmacy was amazing!”
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Camps, Kids, Sunshine, and Smiles!

Resurrection Lutheran
Preschool
Diane Hooper, Director
rlpcary.org
919-851-7270

office@rlpcary.org
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Children were welcomed back with open arms for a week in February!
Our first week of Camp was a huge success. Praising God for sunshine,
warm temperatures, and healthy children and staff! Smiles, laughter,
fun, and joyful children and families awaited us each morning. We are
eagerly awaiting our next Camp in March.
Openings are available in our 5-year-old (including transitionalkindergarten), 4-year-old, 3-year-old, and 2-year-old classes; however,
some classes are filling quickly. To enroll, email office@rlpcary.org or
call 919-851-7270.
RLP is blessed to be able to offer an age-appropriate, learning through
play, loving, and Christian environment for our community’s children
to begin their educational journey and foster a love for learning.

GIVING

LIVE STREAM
Join us online for worship live
Sundays at 8:00 am and 11:00 am!
Connect through our YouTube channel at
youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
or through our website at
rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship.

Missed the live service?
Watch the worship services
on our YouTube channel at any time.

We appreciate your contributions to our congregation.
Here are the different ways to make your offering:
•

Place in offering plate as you exit the worship service

•

Mail to 100 Lochmere Drive West, Cary NC 27518

•

Online through our church website at rlcary.org/
ministries/online-giving

•

Download the GivePlus+ APP, search for Resurrection
Lutheran Church, transfer funds from your account

Questions? Contact finance@rlcary.org.

SOCIAL MEDIA
facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary

instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC

LEARN MORE
rlcary.org

|

office@rlcary.org

|

919-851-7248

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Blanke, Senior Pastor

Newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month.
Please send submissions to susan.moore@rlcary.org.

100 LOCHMERE DRIVE WEST, CARY NC 27518
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