
 

  

V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  R L C A R Y . O R G  

From the Pastor 

Open Up Your Eyes to the Easter Surprise  
(Mark 16:6-7; Ephesians 2:4-5)  

It is Holy Week as I put the finishing touches on this newsletter article 
for April. It is not yet Easter…but considering the month ahead it is 
hard NOT to think about that season of the church year just around 
the corner. Every time I read the Easter accounts in the Gospels it 
strikes me how surprised everybody was by an event that they should 
have seen coming. After all, Jesus predicted He would rise from the 
dead not once, not twice, but THREE TIMES! It’s no wonder the angel 
at the tomb says, “[Jesus] is risen. He is not here. … But go, tell his  
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee. There you 
will see him, just as he told you.” It puts me in mind of an animated 
children’s video produced by Lutheran Television back in the early 70s 
called “Easter Is.” I saw it as a kid and ran across it (where else?) on 
YouTube not long ago. It’s a dated, low tech production, to be sure, 
but it begins with a song called “Easter gift” that points to God’s call 
for each of us during this season of the year: “Easter gift, give yourself 
a lift, open up your eyes to the Easter surprise.” We haven’t lived 
through the trauma of Jesus’ crucifixion the way His first disciples did. 
Yet even we need to be reminded of a message that takes us by  
surprise every time we reflect on it and take it to heart. Death has 
been swallowed up in victory! We have been reconciled to God and  
to one another through the death and resurrection of the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ! Or as St. Paul puts it, “God, being rich in mercy, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses...made us alive in Christ Jesus” 
(Ephesians 2:4-5).  
 

There are several special events underway at RLC in April during this  

Dates of Interest: 
 

Maundy Thursday . . . . . . Apr. 1 

Good Friday . . . . . . . . . . . Apr. 2 

Easter Vigil . . . . . . . . . . . . Apr. 3 

Easter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Apr. 4 

Race and Gospel . . . . . . Apr. 11 

RLP Camp . . . . . . . . . . .  Apr. 12 

Financial Peace . . . . . . . Apr. 15 

RMS Recitals . . . . . . . . . Apr. 24 
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Worship  
Schedule 

 

Saturday 
6:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

 

Sunday 
8:00 am in the Sanctuary* 

 

11:00 am 
Praise Worship 

in the Family Life Center* 
 

 

*Live Stream 
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season of new beginnings. On April 15, RLC member and financial planner 
Bob Williams will begin a 9-part Financial Peace University class on Thurs. 
evenings via Zoom. If you or someone you know is in need of new hope in 
developing skills in life management and financial peace, please sign up by 
contacting the church office (office@rlcary.org).   
 

What can Easter reconciliation to God and one another look like in  
situations where ethnic divisions have often caused strife and pain? Our 
Sunday morning Adult Christian Education class is entitled “Race and the 
Gospel” and will address that question. It begins April 18th at 9:30 AM. 
Check church announcements for more information. 
 

Finally, our preparation for an Associate Pastor has entered its final stage. 
April 28th is Call Day at Concordia Seminary—the day that assignments of 
all fourth-year candidates for pastoral calls will be formally announced in  
a worship service at the seminary that will be streamed online! I invite  
everyone to watch the Call Day service “Assignment of Calls” at 8 PM  
Eastern time (7 PM Central). You can find out more about Call Day by  
clicking here.  
 

The daily grinds and battlefields of life can dash our hopes and challenge  
us from ever daring to think that God’s beginnings will, in the end, trump 
the endings we know only too well. Let’s encourage one another this  
Eastertide. Let’s all, together, open up our eyes to the Easter surprise!  
 
Pastor Jonathan 

 

Sunday Mornings, 9:30 am 
Starting April 11 

via Zoom 
 
 

Session guide can be 
downloaded here: 
Christian Education 

(rlcary.org) 
 

They are also available 
in the church office. 

 
 

Watch the trailer video: 
 

RightNow Media :: 
Race and the Gospel 

 

You may also view or download 
all videos for the study through 
your RightNow Media account. 

 
 

Register for the class 
with the church office at 

office@rlcary.org 
or 919-851-7248. 

Adult 
Christian Ed 

Holy Week Observances and Easter Sunday Celebrations 
 

Maundy/Holy Thursday 
 

Thursday, April 1 
4:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion in the Sanctuary 
7:00 pm* Worship with Holy Communion in the Sanctuary 
      (First Communion for 5th grade Students) 
 

Good Friday 
 

Friday, April 2 
12:00 pm Worship in the Sanctuary 
7:00 pm* Tenebrae Service in the Sanctuary 
 

Easter Weekend 
 

Saturday, April 3 
6:00 pm Family Easter Vigil in the Prayer Garden 
  

Sunday, April 4 
8:00 am*, 9:30 am 
 Sanctuary Easter Festival Worship with Holy Communion 
11:00 am Praise and Worship with Holy Communion, Family Life Center 
 

*These services will be live streamed. 
Connect through our YouTube channel at  

youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC. 

mailto:office@rlcary.org
https://www.csl.edu/academics/call-day-services/
https://www.csl.edu/academics/call-day-services/
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/christian-education/
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/christian-education/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/437634?episode=Trailer
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/437634?episode=Trailer
mailto:office@rlcary.org
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
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Connect Online 

Through Zoom Meetings! 
 

Prayer Community 
Mondays, 11:00 am 

Contact: Barb Shimmel 

 
Men’s Ministry 

Mondays, 7:00 pm 
Standing Tall (Nehemiah) 

Contact: Tom Gebbia 
mens-ministry@rlcary.org 

 
Women’s Bible Study 

Mondays, 7:00 pm 
Love Rules 

Contact: Jamee Thieme 

 
Bagel Bunch 

Tuesdays, 7:30 am 
Contact: Dan Shaltanis 

 
Pastor's Bible Class 
of Weekly Readings 
Tuesdays, 10:30 am 

Contact: Pastor Jonathan 
jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org 

 
Adult Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 7:30 pm 
Ephesians 

Contact: Mindy Stephani 

 
Through RCB, join the group 

you are interested in or 
email the group leader 
prior to the start time 
to receive instructions 

on how to join the meeting. 

 
Questions? 

Contact the church office at 
office@rlcary.org, 

919-851-7248. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 is shaping up to be a busy year at Resurrection. We foresee opening 
our church campus to a new worship and small group schedule this fall. 
We look forward to engaging more intentionally with our local neighbor-
hoods in person. And, following our most recent church meeting, we have 
submitted call documents for one of three candidates soon-to-graduate 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis as our new Associate Pastor! All of it, of 
course, is not possible without the prayer, love, and support of all of you. 
 

All Resurrection members are invited to stand up and be counted. Last year 
our Stewardship Pledge Drive resulted in 75 of the roughly 400 households 
of our congregation pledging to support the mission and ministry at RLC 
with a portion of their income. If you or your family were one of those 75 
households, thank you. You are all set! But there are at least 300 house-
holds who were not able to join us in this challenge last year. We have set a 
goal of adding 50 NEW pledges--people who have never made a pledge to 
RLC--to the 75 or so gathered last November. The pledge will be for monies 
spent in the period beginning July 2021 (fiscal 2022). Asking 50 out of 300 
family units to stand up and be counted is a modest goal. We can do this! 
 

If you did not take part in the November 2020 pledge event, we invite you 
to fill out and return the pledge card or submit the pledge form online at 
rlcary.org/ministries/count-me-in. 
 

Looking forward--together with you--to seeing our member involvement 
grow in this new season of RLC's life together! 

mailto:mens-ministry@rlcary.org
mailto:jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org
mailto:office@rlcary.org
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/count-me-in/
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April 5 
Mark and Shari Bishop 
35 years 
 

April 6 
Chris Tilley and Gina Casselberry 
25 years 
 

April 7 
Phil and Hillary Strengholt 
20 years 
 

April 8 
Keith and Yvonne Braswell 
65 years 
 

April 21 
Charles and Stacy Miller 
20 years 

Happy 
Anniversary! 

Men’s Ministry 

A group from the Men’s Ministry participated in a full Day of Service at 
Camp Agape on Saturday, March 20. They enjoyed meals and devotions, 
worked on service projects, and ended with fellowship. Service projects 
included trail mulching, basketball court striping, and gaga ball pit painting. 
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Student Ministry 

Breakaway (9th-12th Grade) ~ Flexibility 
 

As defined in the dictionary, flexibility is the “quality of bending easily without breaking.” Breakaway has  
successfully become the definition of flexibility this school year. We have bent the norms, stretched our limits, 
and increased our faith and connections within our group. During this season of the unpredictable, we have 
learned several key lessons: 
 

1. Wearing masks – Who cares?! These devices have quickly become a mainstay to attend events and no one 
 really cares. Masks have become conversational pieces and accessories to outfits, as well as a way to safely 
 meet and most importantly keep connected. 
 

2. Outdoors – Who knew we could have so much fun exploring and playing on the church grounds?! The  
 parking lot has quickly become our mobile Warehouse where we have had spirited spikeball and cornhole 
 tournaments, 4 square, capture the flag, gaga ball, movie nights, and even a campfire. We learned to truly 
 appreciate space, nature, and the beautiful surroundings God has provided us here at RLC. 
 

3. Zoom – Can’t meet in person, no problem! The High School’s Connection Café is alive and well via Zoom. 
 Our class sizes have been growing and our 3 teachers have been able to implement some awesome 
 RightNow Media youth video lessons. We have spirited conversations, listen to the challenging word God 
 puts before us, and have even found a way to still have donuts together Sunday morning. 
  

4. We aren’t done yet! We still have so much year left and so much to celebrate together! Not a part of  
 activities this year or ready to come back? The door is always open to you! 
 

We hear in Mark 1 about Jesus calling out to Simon and Andrew from fishing the Sea of Galilee to come and 
follow him to become fishers of men. They didn’t stop to think about it, they threw down their nets and went 
all in. They were flexible and grounded in their faith. Flexibility has stretched us, bent us, strengthened our 
core, and reminded us to be grateful for our connections with one another and our awesome creator! 
 

Joyfully His, 
Ms. Jenny (jenny.piontek@rlcary.org) 

For Service Live Stream Fund: 
 

In Memory of Pastor Jim Knuth 
 

  Keith and Yvonne Braswell 
  Capt. Gary James, Jennifer James 
  Constance Knuth 
  Mark and Katherine Supiano 
  Edward and Anne Alteri 
  Jamee Thieme 
  Fred and Sally Knuth 
  Ron and Linda Fites 
  Dan and Cheryl Knuth 
  Steve and Linda Knuth 
  Mark and Renee Knuth 
  Mike and Karen Knuth 
  Christine and Dennis Scharnowske 
  Paul and Debbie Knuth 

Gifts & Memorials 

mailto:jenny.piontek@rlcary.org
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Resurrection Lutheran 
School 

 

Tom Kolb 
Principal 

 

Rosie Creasy 
Director of Admissions/

School Growth 
 

rlscary.org 

919-851-7271 

contact@rlscary.org 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you, Resurrection Lutheran School Families, for your generous  
donations! The PSO Care Team (Martha Paige Althaus and Katie Ward) 
delivered gift bags to local WakeMed healthcare professionals to show 
our gratitude for all they are doing to keep our community safe! 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

March 26 -  
   April 5 Easter Break 
 

April 12 PSO Meeting, 7:00 pm 
 

April 15 School Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 
 

April 27-29 IOWA Testing 
 

April 30 Early Release, 11:30 am 
 
 

Mission: Resurrection Lutheran School is committed 
to educating generations of children in the training 

and instruction of the Lord. Because of this commitment, 
we will provide a Lutheran educational experience 

that is Christ-centered, as well as academically focused 
for children in junior kindergarten through eighth grade.  

 

We learn so much from our history! 
 

Fifth graders create a Historical Quilt 
to remind us our past.  

Come be a part of providing 
a Christ-centered challenging academic 

experience for the students at RLS! 
 

RLC members, the RLS School Board 
is seeking candidates for board seats 

that will become available this summer. 
We would love to talk with you to share 

more information and answer your 
questions! No “education” experience  

necessary, just a heart to serve. 
 

If interested, contact Michelle Wood 
at michellewood@rlscary.org 

or Neil Porter at neilporter@rlscary.org. 

mailto:michellewood@rlscary.org
mailto:neilporter@rlscary.org
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March 2020: Monday brought a full moon, Friday was the 13th, and daylight saving time creeped into the weekend… 
In some ways, March 2020 seems SO long ago and sometimes it seems a fleeting moment ago. And although this  
preschool year is not how we envisioned, planning is in full swing for RLP’s opening in the fall of 2021. 
 

Preschool positives to reflect on: 

 Memories were made and cherished at RLP’s annual Moms’/Dads’ days - thankful they 
were held earlier than usual in 2020. 

 National Lutheran Schools’ Week was commemorated with spirit: mixed match clothes, 
crazy hair/hat, preschool colors of blue/green filled the classrooms and halls. 

 Spring pictures captured children’s smiling faces. 

 Staff gathered for our monthly meeting, sharing highlights of all our celebrations, unaware  
these were the last days seeing our students for the preschool year. 

 A Good-Bye Drive-By was planned to commemorate our year. 

 Our first Nativity Drive-Thru shared the Christmas story, and over 55 bags of food were  
collected for Western Wake Crisis Ministry! 

 

As shared in the August 2020 newsletter, “The extremely difficult choice was made, in consultation with the RLP 
Board, to ‘pause’ our 2020-21 (September 2020-May 2021) preschool year.” For those unaware of the preschool’s 
circumstances, this decision was made for two reasons: to be financially responsible to RLP families (current and  
future) and the RLC community, while considering with the safety/well-being of everyone. RLP was unable to  
financially sustain 17 children, ages 2-5-years-old, and staff even with an exceedingly reduced staff. 
 

Fast forward to March 2021! Preparing and planning RLP’s 2021-22 OPENING have been ongoing -- never put on 
hold. Over the past year: 

 Class offerings, tuition/registration fees were determined. 

 Calendar year has been scheduled. 

 Brochures published. 

 Enrollment began in December and continues.  

 Tours are taking place when families inquire -- provided individually, following safety protocols. 

 Camps, Winter/Spring/Summer, are planned, joyfully welcoming children with open arms!  

 As a result of Covid, altering/changing of policies/procedures are monitored and being reviewed 
as we prepare for Camps and open in the fall. Also, activities, events, and structure within the  
classroom have been revised. 

 

The Preschool Staff and I are grateful for the prayers and support received over this past year. Your encouragement 
and expressions of love are deeply appreciated. As we move forward with opening RLP in the fall, I ask you to  
continue keeping the Staff, children, and families of RLP in your thoughts and prayers. 

Resurrection Lutheran 
Preschool 
 

Diane Hooper, Director 
 

rlpcary.org 

919-851-7270 

office@rlpcary.org 
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100 LOCHMERE DRIVE WEST, CARY NC  27518 

GIVING 
 

We appreciate your contributions to our congregation. 
Here are the different ways to make your offering: 

 

• Place in offering plate as you exit the worship service 
 

• Mail to 100 Lochmere Drive West, Cary NC 27518 
 

• Online through our church website at rlcary.org/
ministries/online-giving 
 

• Download the GivePlus+ APP, search for Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, transfer funds from your account 

 

Questions? Contact finance@rlcary.org. 

LIVE STREAM 
 

Join us online for worship live 
Sundays at 8:00 am and 11:00 am! 

 

Connect through our YouTube channel at  

youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 
 

or through our website at 

rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship. 

 

Missed the live service? 
 

Watch the worship services 
on our YouTube channel at any time.  

LEARN MORE 
 

rlcary.org     |     office@rlcary.org     |     919-851-7248 
 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Blanke, Senior Pastor 

 

    facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 

 
    instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
 
 

   youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. 
Please send submissions to susan.moore@rlcary.org. 

http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/online-giving/
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/online-giving/
mailto:finance@rlcary.org
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship/
mailto:office@rlcary.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.instagram.com/resurrectionlutherancary
https://www.youtube.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchCaryNC
mailto:Susan.Moore@RLCary.org

