
 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 5, 2021 

  

 

Pastor Jonathan’s Corner for September 5-11 

Who Is Deserving? (Mark 7:24-39) 

Jesus helps two different people—both of whom were foreigners to the nation of 

Israel, the descendants of Abraham with whom God had covenanted to bring “all 

families of the earth” into His blessing (12:3). One such outsider was a girl plagued 

by an unclean demon in an area we know today as Lebanon…the other a deaf 

man with a speech impediment, hailing from modern-day Jordan. No matter where 

Jesus went, He was surrounded by needy people. What “right” to His attention did 

either of these two foreigners have? What did they do to deserve special 

treatment? My parents were actively engaged in social ministry and community 

efforts at our church when I was a young person. While our congregation was able 

to help some folks who needed a hand, I often remember thinking: what about 

those we miss? Don’t they deserve help, too? The answer to the question, Who is 

deserving? of course, is: Nobody. Least of all, any one of us! With a few 



 

exceptions, we are all foreigners to the nation Israel. And we are all truly outsiders 

when it comes to earning God’s love and favor. But what joy to know that we are 

loved anyway! What a privilege to bring a message of hope—in word and deed—to 

those who, like us, may seem undeserving of Jesus’ attention. 

 

This Is the Church—Fall Session Begins This Week 

If you or someone you love is interested in either reviewing or learning about what 

we, as Christians, believe, teach, and confess at RLC, I encourage you to reach 

out to me and sign up for my next study on the Lutheran Catechism that starts this 

Wednesday, at 6:30 PM. It’s a great refresher course for parents of Confirmation 

youth, too! You may contact me at Jonathan.Blanke@rlcary.org. 

 

Wednesday Night Workshop—Studies Only (No Meals, for Now) 

Check out the offerings on hand for Wednesday Night Workshop! Catechism 

classes for youth and adults start this week, September 8. Other studies/ 

gatherings will begin the following Wednesday, September 15. Though we will 

constantly monitor conditions in Wake County and relax the rules when it becomes 

safe to do so, we will not be able to offer meals on Wednesday evenings at this 

time. 

 

Small Group Holy Communion Services in the Main Sanctuary Begin Again 

This Weekend  

If you desire Holy Communion but prefer to avoid the larger regular worship 

gatherings, I invite you to sign up for Holy Communion in groups of 10 or fewer 

people by clicking this link: https://bit.ly/3kj3cGa. Opportunities for small group Holy 

Communion begin this weekend, September 5. 

 

Love and joy in Christ, 

Pastor Jonathan 

  

Bible Study Opportunities for Adults 

 Tuesday Morning Bible Study and Fellowship  

Weekly on Tuesdays at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall, Led by Pastor 



Jonathan and Pastor Zach, Starting September 7 

Register: office@rlcary.org 

  

 Men with Kids 

Video Bible Study - Fatherhood with Joel Biermann, Weekly on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall, Led by Tom Gebbia, 

Starting September 8 

Register: mens-ministry@rlcary.org 

  

 This Is the Church: Fall 2021 

Weekly on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm in Room 140 Family Life Center, Led by 

Pastor Jonathan, Starting September 8 

Register: jonathan.blanke@rlcary.org 

  

 The Great Sending: God’s Heart for the World Beating through 

You, Monthly Every 2nd and Last Thursday at 7:00 pm via Zoom, Led by 

Pastor Jonathan, Starting September 9 

Register: office@rlcary.org 

  

 Epistle of James/Life Together Study 

Weekly on Sundays at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall, Led by Pastor 

Jonathan and Pastor Zach, Starting September 12 

Register: https://bit.ly/3yErxfm 

  

 Men’s Ministry Study and Fellowship 

Weekly on Mondays at 7:00 pm in Room 240 Family Life Center, Led by 

Tom Gebbia,  Starting September 13 

Register: mens-ministry@rlcary.org 

  

 Monday Night Women’s Bible Study 

Take Heart: God’s Comfort for Anxious Thoughts, Weekly on Mondays at 

7:00 pm, Online via Zoom, Led by Jamee Thieme and Sharon Hahne, 

Starting September 13 

Register: Jamee Thieme through RCB or office@rlcary.org 

  



 

 Patterns of Evidence: The Exodus 

Weekly on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in Room 151 Family Life Center, Led by 

Mindy Stephani, Starting September 15 

Register: office@rlcary.org 

For more detailed class descriptions of these Bible study 

opportunities, rlcary.org/ministries/christian-education. 

  
 

  

Adult Sunday School 

James is arguably one of the toughest books to read in 

the Bible. It can seem at times to be all Law and no 

Gospel, with little in it to bring hope and joy. Yet God 

has an important message for us through James, 

especially with the present challenges to in-person 

fellowship that people all over the world are facing! In 

this kick-off study of the fall season, starting 

September 12 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall, we 

will be taking a deeper look at the book of James. We 

will see what James has to say about living in a 

Christian community and how we are used by God 

there to build each other up for service. We will also be 

using Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together as an aid to 



 

grow in a deeper understanding of what it means to be 

the Church in our world today. Register for this new 

class, team-led by Pastors Jonathan and Zach, by 

clicking here. 
 

Youth Sunday School 

Sunday School begins on September 12 from 9:30-

10:30 am! 

We are excited to have Youth Sunday School again in-

person. Thank you to all the teachers who have 

volunteered to lead this year. All classes are held in 

Family Life Center. 

 2-4 year olds with Sandy Wuori in Room 134 

 Kindergarten-1st Grade with Eydee Persson in 

Room 131 

 2nd-3rd Grade with Stephanie Shaeffer in Room 

133 

 4th-5th Grade with Kelly Zadow in Room 132 

 6th-8th Grade with Tom Kolb and Troy Hirt in 

Room 246 

 9th-12th Grade with Jenny Piontek in Room 253 

(The Warehouse) 

Parents of 5th Grade and below, please meet in the 

Family Life Center lobby to get checked in first, before 

heading to the classrooms. 

  

Children, 4 years and older, are asked to wear masks 

for Sunday School. 

  

If you have any questions, contact MaryAnn Unger, 

Director of Children and Family Ministry, at 



 

maryann.unger@rlcary.org. 

  
 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 

Patterns of Evidence: The Exodus 

Beginning Wednesday, September 15 from 6:30-7:45 

pm 

A Wednesday Night Program resumes! Mindy Stephani 

will lead learners in a NEW program from RightNow 

Media called Patterns of Evidence: The Exodus. Here's 

a little bit about the program: 

 

A debate rages over the credibility of the Bible. Most 

archaeologists today have concluded that there’s no 

evidence that the Exodus of Israelite slaves from Egypt 

ever happened. Filmmaker Timothy Mahoney faces a 

crisis of faith, “Is this foundational event of the Bible 

really just a myth?” He embarks on a 12-year journey 

around the world to search for answers. 

 

Patterns of Evidence: The Exodus unlocks the mystery 

of this ancient saga, combining a scientific investigation 

with a retelling of the Exodus story to reveal an 

amazing pattern of evidence matching the biblical 

account that may challenge our understanding of 

history. This small group study includes thought-

provoking questions that will help you explore key 

scenes from the film and why it matters to our faith. 

 

We will gather in-person with our masks at this point in 

time. The class will run from 6:30-7:45 pm and begin on 

Wednesday, September 15, ending just before 

Christmas. Register with the church office 



 

(office@rlcary.org, 919-851-7248). Hope you will join 

us! 
 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters of RLC, 

 

After much deliberation and prayer, I have decided to resign from my position of RLC 

Middle School Youth Director. It has been a great blessing to serve with the youth of this 

congregation. Thank you so much to the families who have allowed me to be a part of 

their children’s lives. It has truly been my pleasure, and I feel I have learned as much or 

more from them than they have from me. 

 

JoyFully yours, LeAnn Trautman 

 

 

 

 

Flowers placed on the altar in the sanctuary in 

celebration of the marriage of Emily Hooper and David 

Evans by Diane Hooper. 

 

Flowers placed in the Family Life Center in celebration 

of Mike and Suzi's 25th wedding anniversary on 

September 3rd by Suzanne Heffner. 



 

 

Click here to order altar flowers for your favorite date or 

call the office at 919-851-7248. 
 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Click for Children and Family 

Ministry 

Click for Student Ministry  

 

 

 

 

Are you looking for a part-time job? Resurrection Lutheran School is seeking 

responsible teens to assist Monday-Thursday from 3:00-5:00 pm in our After 

School Program. Please email rosiecreasy@rlscary.org, if you are 

interested! Thank you for considering this leadership opportunity. Have a wonderful 

school year! 

  

RLS Lion's Tale - August 29, 2021  

 

 

 

Openings are available in our 5-year-old (including 

Transitional Kindergarten), 4-year-old, 3-year-old, 

2-year-old classes at Resurrection Lutheran Preschool 

(RLP). To enroll, email office@rlpcary.org or call 919-

851-7270. Tours available. For more 

information, rlpcary.org. 
 

 



 

 

Visual Faith for August 29  

 

Attendance and Giving  

 

Church Calendar  

 

 


