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Pastor Jonathan’s Corner for September 19-25 

When There Is No “Delete” Button (James 3:1-12) 
  
Every one of us has no doubt fired off an angry letter or e-mail that in retrospect we decided not 

to send.  Putting pen to paper or fingers to keyboard allowed us to vent. But if patience and 
level-headedness led us to think better of pressing “send” in the clear light of day 24-hours later, 
we realize that we might have saved ourselves a job or a friendship as a result. There is no 
opportunity to hit the “delete” button when words spoken out of anger or pain have been voiced. 
 

The consequences of such “undeleted” words can be devastating. Small wonder, then, that the 
author of the Biblical book of James describes the tongue, a symbol for all forms of human 
communication (spoken, written, verbal, nonverbal) as out-of-control. “No one can tame the 
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and 
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so…. Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom.” 
 



Where have your words caused brokenness and pain for the people in your life? In worship we 
sing songs of praise to our Creator and Redeemer… but our words of blessing do not stop there. 

The world is accustomed to spontaneous outbursts of unfiltered passion much of which is not 
intended to build others up. Followers of Christ are called to a counter-cultural movement. 
Though individually they are incapable of the task, the Spirit of Christ works among them to bless 
God AND to bless others, too. 
 
Let’s keep our songs of praise lifted up to God today going all week long. Through the saving 
work of the Spirit they will, more and more, spill over into words of blessing for those whose lives 
we are privileged to touch! 
 

Community Building Among RLC Households Continues 
 
Thanks to the efforts of many RLC volunteers, we now have 24 geographic zones covered by 
those who are building community with phone calls and invitations for prayer requests from all 
RLC member households (both active and inactive). Our newest community builders: 
  
Zone 9 (West Fuquay-Varina [reassigned]): Linda Merrill 
Zone 21 (South Apex, Central): Autumn Yamamura 
Zone 22 (West Raleigh, Central): Glenda Moser 
Zone 23 (East Cary, 2): Diana Rogers 

Zone 24 (Northeast Cary): Tim LaCroix 
  
If you receive a phone call or email from any of our community builders who are holding you and 
your neighbors in their prayers, please don’t hesitate to respond. We are grateful for their 
service! 

  
Fellowship Pads Return This Weekend, September 18-19 
  
RLC has been blessed with many new faces in recent weeks! To assist us in keeping track of all 
our RLC friends who are worshipping in person (both old and new), we will be instituting the 

fellowship pads again, starting this weekend. We will “pass the pads” during the Offertory and 
request that everyone present sign their name. If you’re worshipping with us in person, you may 
want to have a little portable hand sanitizer on hand.  
  
Jenny Piontek Installed as Youth Director this Weekend, September 18-19 
  
This weekend we are pleased to recognize Jenny Piontek (formerly RLC High School Youth 
Director) as Director of Middle and High School Youth ministry at RLC. God continue to bless 



 

and further your work among us, Ms. Jenny! 
  

Celebration of Life in Christ, Memorial Service and Rite of Committal for RLC Member Elaine 
Wood 
  
We invite members of the congregation to attend a Memorial Service and Rite of Committal for 
RLC member Elaine Wood on Saturday, September 25. A brief time of visitation with the family 
will occur at 1 PM, with the Memorial Service and Committal occurring back-to-back, starting at 
1:30 PM that day. Please join us. (Service will also be live streamed through our YouTube 
channel.) 
  

Love and joy in Christ, 
Pastor Jonathan 
 
(photo credit: CC0 Public Domain) 
  

 

 

A Pressing Need from a Sister District 
 
Conditions in Louisiana after Hurricane Ida continue to be bad. Electricity is 
still out in many areas. Food and gas are limited. The “heat” is on. Your help is 
needed! Gene Menzel, Education Executive in the Southern District shared 
that vans are coming in, delivering supplies, and they are being distributed as 
they arrive. We can help with a special gift offering. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/resurrectionlutheranchurchcarync
https://www.youtube.com/resurrectionlutheranchurchcarync


 

The Southeastern District’s Disaster Response Team has drivers who are 
willing to take a van/truck full of supplies to Metairie, Louisiana where 

Atonement Lutheran Church (still without power) has become the center of 
Ida response operations. 
 
You are invited to help. Most needed items include gift cards (Walmart, 
Home Depot, Lowes, Target, and Amazon), water, food, cleaning supplies, 
thick black garbage bags, and work gloves. These items were identified this 
week as most critical. 
 
If you would like to contribute any of these items, please place them in the 

collection barrels located in the Narthex and Family Life Center lobby by 
Sunday, September 19. 
 
(photo credit: Steve Helber | AP) 
  

 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity of Wake County, Lutheran Coalition 
 
The Lutheran Coalition brings 11 Wake County churches together to 
strengthen relationships while serving families in need of affordable housing. 
Join us this fall as we build a home in Apex. The new site has been obtained 
and the Lutheran Coalition is partnering to build one of the nine single family 
houses on Kissena Lane in Apex. 
 
Program participants complete 200 hours of “sweat equity” (working on-site 



 

either on their house or their neighbor’s house). In addition, they take 
financial education courses and purchase their houses by paying an 

affordable monthly mortgage. Habitat builds energy efficient houses to 
reduce monthly costs to the homeowner. 
  
As a member of the Lutheran Coalition since 2006, RLC has committed to 
providing volunteers to help build the house, providing financial assistance for 
construction, and prayer for all volunteers including the Habitat family that 
will live in the home. As a faith sponsor, the Lutheran Coalition is asked to 
provide $65,000, which amounts to approximately $5,900 per congregation. 
RLC has met the commitment for the 2021 Build through the Social Ministry 

budget and congregation member donations. 
 
What is needed now are fully vaccinated volunteers to help build the house 
starting with the Kick-Off Ceremony on Saturday, October 9 and RLC’s 
selected workday on Saturday, November 13. Up to 5 volunteers are needed 
for October 9 and up to 15 volunteers on November 13. No experience is 
necessary; there will be jobs for everyone with a serving heart. Details 
including registration, work hours, transportation, and age requirements will 
be provided shortly. 
 

If interested or any questions you may have can be directed to Tim Hiteshew, 
Lyle Malotky, Bill Boyer, or the Church Office (office@rlcary.org, 919-851-
7248). 
  

 

 

 

 
Baptized on Sunday, September 19 at 11:00 am Worship is Hayden Brielle 
Watson, born February 20, 2020, son of Jeffrey M. Watson and Corinne N. 
Watson. Godparents are Nikki Poe and Jim Watson. May God’s blessing be 
upon Hayden Brielle as she grows in her baptismal grace. 
  

mailto:office@rlcary.org


 

  

Bible Study Opportunities for Adults 

• Epistle of James/Life Together Study 
Weekly on Sundays at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall, Led by Pastor Jonathan and Pastor 
Zach, September 12-October 10 
Register: https://bit.ly/3yErxfm 
  

• Men’s Ministry Study and Fellowship 
Weekly on Mondays at 7:00 pm in Room 240 Family Life Center, Led by Tom Gebbia, 

Ongoing 
Register: mens-ministry@rlcary.org 
  

• Monday Night Women’s Bible Study 
Take Heart: God’s Comfort for Anxious Thoughts, Weekly on Mondays at 7:00 pm, Online via 
Zoom, Led by Jamee Thieme and Sharon Hahne, September 13-December 13 
Register: Jamee Thieme through RCB or office@rlcary.org 
  

• Tuesday Morning Bible Study and Fellowship 
Weekly on Tuesdays at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall and via Zoom, Led by Pastor 

Jonathan and Pastor Zach, Ongoing 
Register: office@rlcary.org 
  

• Patterns of Evidence: The Exodus 
Weekly on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in Room 151 Family Life Center, Led by Mindy 
Stephani, Starting September 15 
Register: office@rlcary.org 
  

https://bit.ly/3yErxfm
mailto:mens-ministry@rlcary.org
mailto:office@rlcary.org?subject=Tuesday%20Morning%20Bible%20Study
mailto:office@rlcary.org?subject=Tuesday%20Morning%20Bible%20Study
mailto:office@rlcary.org?subject=Tuesday%20Morning%20Bible%20Study
http://www.rlcary.org/prayers-of-the-church/
http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship/worship-bulletins/


 

• Men with Kids 
Video Bible Study - Fatherhood with Joel Biermann, Weekly on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall, Led by Tom Gebbia, Started September 8 
Register: mens-ministry@rlcary.org 
  

• The Great Sending: God’s Heart for the World Beating through You, Monthly Every 
2nd and Last Thursday at 7:00 pm via Zoom, Led by Pastor Jonathan, Started September 9 
Register: office@rlcary.org 
  

For more detailed class descriptions of these Bible study 
opportunities, rlcary.org/ministries/christian-education. 

  
 

 

Adult Sunday School 

James is arguably one of the toughest books to read in 

the Bible. It can seem at times to be all Law and no 

Gospel, with little in it to bring hope and joy. Yet God 

has an important message for us through James, 

especially with the present challenges to in-person 

fellowship that people all over the world are facing! In 

this kick-off study of the fall season started September 

12 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall, we will be taking 

a deeper look at the book of James. We will see what 

James has to say about living in a Christian community 

and how we are used by God there to build each other 

up for service. We will also be using Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer’s Life Together as an aid to grow in a 

deeper understanding of what it means to be the 

Church in our world today. Register for this class, team-

led by Pastors Jonathan and Zach, by clicking here. 
 

 

Youth Sunday School 

Join us for Sunday School from 9:30-10:30 am! We 

are excited to have Youth Sunday School again in-

person. Thank you to all the teachers who 

mailto:mens-ministry@rlcary.org
mailto:office@rlcary.org?subject=Tuesday%20Morning%20Bible%20Study
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/christian-education
https://bit.ly/3yErxfm
https://bit.ly/3yErxfm


 

have volunteered to lead this year. All classes are held 

in Family Life Center. 

• 2-4 year olds with Sandy Wuori in Room 134 
• Kindergarten-1st Grade with Eydee Persson in 

Room 131 
• 2nd-3rd Grade with Stephanie Shaeffer in Room 

133 
• 4th-5th Grade with Kelly Zadow in Room 132 
• 6th-8th Grade with Tom Kolb and Troy Hirt in 

Room 246 
• 9th-12th Grade with Jenny Piontek in Room 253 

(The Warehouse) 

Children, 4 years and older, are asked to wear masks 

for Sunday School. 

  

If you have any questions, contact MaryAnn Unger, 

Director of Children and Family Ministry, at 

maryann.unger@rlcary.org. 
 

 

 

  

 

For more information regarding the Children and Family Ministry, 
rlcary.org/ministries/children-and-family-ministry. 

  

mailto:maryann.unger@rlcary.org
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/children-and-family-ministry/
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/children-and-family-ministry/
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/children-and-family-ministry/


 

 

 

 

For more information regarding Student Ministry, rlcary.org/ministries/student-ministry. 

 

 

 

We had a great first week of school! Resurrection 
Lutheran Preschool (RLP) has openings in our 
Transitional Kindergarten, 4-year-old, 3-year-old,  
2-year-old classes. Staff is vaccinated. To enroll or 
schedule a tour, email office@rlpcary.org or call  
919-851-7270. For more information, rlpcary.org. 

  
 

 

 

  

http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/student-ministry/
mailto:office@rlpcary.org
http://www.rlpcary.org/
http://www.rlcary.org/ministries/children-and-family-ministry/
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Support Your School! Plan to eat at Chipotle (100 Wrenn Drive, off Kildaire Farm Road) on 
Tuesday, September 21 between 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm to show support for our school! 33% of 

your order total comes back to RLS. Order online or in person with the Promo Code AHYJXH7. 

RLS Lion's Tale - September 12, 2021 

 

 

 

  

Visual Faith for September 19  

 

Attendance and Giving  

 

Church Calendar  

 

 

http://c737ff9915e1b598d2fc-e32112b90576f81fb605f467a66c2c19.r17.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/r/0e13014562_1631912359_rls-lions-tale091221.pdf
http://c737ff9915e1b598d2fc-e32112b90576f81fb605f467a66c2c19.r17.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/v/0e13014567_1631912487_visual-faith0919.pdf
http://www.rlcary.org/attendance-and-giving
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=rlcary.org@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/in-person-worship/
http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship/

