
 

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
October 3, 2021 

 

  

 

Pastor Jonathan’s Corner for October 3-9 

A Harvest, at Just the Right Time (James 5:7-12) 
“God must be teaching me patience!” I wonder how often we’ve heard that 
phrase— or been tempted to make the exclamation ourselves. I can’t help but 
notice St. James’s encouragement to wait with hopeful expectation, in this week’s 
Epistle: “Be patient, therefore … until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord is at hand” (5:7-8). In an age before widespread irrigation and 

scientifically calibrated fertilizers… James knew the heartache of farmers who could 
do little more than plant their crops and wait. He witnessed their joy in the harvest 
and noted how those who planted seed and waited were, by necessity, people of 
hope. That experience of farmers and their helplessness in coaxing healthy plants 
out of the ground becomes the context for what St. James wants to tell us about 
the reign of God in the world at large and in the hearts of God’s people. Being 

http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/pastors-page/


people who wait on God (people who have experienced the arrival of God’s 
kingdom and yet who await its full flower) means being acquainted with the call to 
hopeful expectation. 
  
Jesus knows how hard it is for us to wait. Maybe that’s why, in the Gospel of John, 
He refers to his own death with the image of seed and harvest: “Unless a kernel of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone,” He said. “But if it dies, it bears 
much fruit” (John 12:24). Jesus’ body was “planted” in the ground but did not stay 
dead. He is resurrected and now lives and reigns for all eternity… bearing fruit 

through ordinary people like you and me. We live by hope that we will one day see 
the reign of God in full flower! In the meantime, we see God’s glory with the eyes of 
faith. Though all might not be as we would have it today, by the grace of God we 
await what tomorrow brings with hopeful expectation. In our crucified and risen 
Savior, we await a harvest that will come at just the right time! 
 
Permanent Camera Installation for Worship Livestream Approved by RLC Church 
Council 
Be on the lookout for other announcements highlighting the specifics of the 
livestream camera installation and monitors in the weeks ahead, but the package 

presented at the August Town Hall featuring an installation by local provider 
PureMix was approved by RLC’s Church Council this past week. 
 
Children’s Church This Sunday, October 3, During 11 AM Worship Service 
Children’s Church returns to our 11 AM blended worship service this Sunday! 

  
Outdoor Worship Service at Ritter Park, October 31 at 11 AM 
If you have been staying away from weekly worship services at RLC because you 
are avoiding gatherings of people indoors, we have an event you will want to hear 
about! On Reformation Sunday, October 31, we will be gathering at Ritter Park at 

11 AM for a joint service of worship and praise with our sister congregations 
Oromo Evangelical Lutheran Church and Ethiopian Evangelical Mekane Yesus 
Lutheran Church. There will be activities for children prior to the service and finger 
foods provided from the Ethiopian congregations following our worship together. 
Save the date! We look forward to seeing you in the park. 
  



 

Love and joy in Christ, 
Pastor Jonathan 
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Blessing of the Quilts 
This weekend at all of our worship services, we will be celebrating the Blessing 
of the Quilts. Come see the hand-tied quilts The Piecemakers, RLC's quilting 
group, put together this year. The quilts will be blessed, then shipped 
to Lutheran World Relief (LWR). Quilts are valuable tools in LWR’s relief work to 
end poverty, injustice, and human suffering. To recipients, they are a symbol of 

God’s love and compassion. Quilts can be used as warm bedding, room dividers, 
simple tents, or floor coverings. 
 
Last year, Lutheran congregations across the nation made over 330,000 quilts 
which were sent all over the world. The 89 quilts made by our quilters were sent 
to South America. This year, the quilters accomplished their goal of 100 quilts. 

https://lwr.org/
https://lwr.org/


 

They may have been one of the few church groups that actually benefitted from 
COVID. Ladies who were staying at home were looking for a worthwhile project 
to do and got to work! Over 15 ladies put together a whopping 152 quilts! 
Needless to say, The Piecemakers are thrilled they exceeded their goal and pray 
these quilts will be a blessing for each and every recipient. 
 
However, they do need your help! With such success, the fabric cupboard is 
bare. They need gently used bed sheets, both fitted and flat, which are used for 
the backs of the quilts. They also need cotton fabric in any amount to be used 

for the tops. You can leave a fabric donation at the donation center near the 
mailboxes or contact Linda Merrill in the church office. And, if you are 
interested in sewing a quilt top, there are simple quilt kits available in the church 
office or feel free to join The Piecemakers every Tuesday at 1:00 pm in Room 
151, Family Life Center. 
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Isn’t it great to see the preschoolers again as you walk up to church during the 
week? At RLP, we are maintaining "class bubbles" in order to stay as healthy and 
safe as possible during this school year. Since children attending preschool are not 
yet eligible for the Covid vaccine, masks are worn by adults and children in our 3-
year-old and older classes. You can help by wearing a mask as you pass by 
preschoolers when they are outside on the sidewalk. The best time to come to RLC 

to avoid the RLP carpool is 9:45 am-12:00 pm and after 1:15 pm in the afternoon, 
Monday-Friday. We appreciate your partnership in helping us all to stay HEALTHY 
and SAFE TOGETHER! 
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2022 Lutheran Witness Subscription 
It is time to renew (or start) your Lutheran Witness subscription for 2022. This 
church magazine has timely, informative articles about the faith life of fellow 
Missouri Synod Lutherans. The cost is $12.95 annually. Make checks payable to 
RLC and either use designated offering envelope or note “Lutheran Witness” in 
memo. Deadline is October 24. New members to RLC receive a one year free 
subscription from the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information regarding the Children and Family 
Ministry, rlcary.org/ministries/children-and-family-ministry. 
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The National Youth Gathering (NYG) deadline has been extended by LCMS. If your 
youth is interested, please reach out to Jenny.Piontek@rlcary.org. 

 
For more information regarding Student Ministry, including event calendars for 

Ignite (middle school youth group) and Breakaway (high school youth 
group), rlcary.org/ministries/student-ministry. 

 

 

 

Tanya Johnson has graciously offered to manage a group order of magnetic 
name tags, as shown. Cost is $10 and payment can be made to the church 
office or placed in the offering plates. If interested, email Tanya here and 

include your full name. 

 

mailto:Jenny.Piontek@rlcary.org
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Resurrection Lutheran Preschool Punchlines 
Listening to the radio on the way to preschool, a 4-year-old asked: “Do you 
think Jesus sings that song?” 
 
Registration for the 2021-22 Preschool Year Continues 
Openings are available in our transitional-kindergarten (young 5-year-old), 4-
year-old, 3-year-old, and 2-year-old classes. Email office@rlpcary.org or 

call 919-851-7270 to enroll or schedule an individual tour. 
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Boys Soccer - RLS Lions defeat Cary Academy 2-0! Great game, fellas! 
 
The PSO Pumpkin Patch is available on Saturday, October 2 from 10:00 am-2:00 
pm. $10 per pumpkin supports PSO programming and special requests that come in 
throughout the school year. Please bring cash (exact change would be great) or a 
check made out to RLS PSO. 

RLS Lion's Tale 
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Visual Faith for October 3  

 

Attendance and Giving  

 

Church Calendar  

 

 

http://c737ff9915e1b598d2fc-e32112b90576f81fb605f467a66c2c19.r17.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/v/0e13089014_1633132257_visual-faith1003.pdf
http://www.rlcary.org/attendance-and-giving
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=rlcary.org@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York


Prayers of the Church, October 3 
 

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Hebrews 4:16 
 

We lift the following prayer requests this week:  
 
Ongoing Prayers 
 
*Diane Cuper, *Eve Sommers, *David Brooks, *Anne Altieri, *Charlotte Raines, *Eric 
Hammergren, *Anita Moore, *John Shaeffer, *Vern Ebert, *Aaron, *Marcus, *Malcolm, *Sandy Nigg, 
Michael Flannery, *Helen Campbell, Henry Otten, *Lena Licciardi, Paul Batt, Peter and Esther Kuo, Marc 
and Elizabeth Langefeld's Baby Adoption, *Linda Crandall, Jackson Buser, *Geoffrey Wiggins, Caitlyn, 
Mark Zimmerman 
 
Ongoing Cancer Treatments 
 
*Mike Allen, Anne Price, *Gary Ferro, Angie Price, Alison Zieglmeier, Carol Diliberto, Jim Metz, Roseanne 
Candiello, Janice Sommers, Fernley Wagner, *Doug Spitz, Jackie, Linda H., Kathy Siemon, Joe Kupsky, 
Scott Brinkley, Pete Brown, *Elaine Wood, *Bill Xenakis, *Greg Sigmon, Chris McLaughlin, Hunter Stocks, 
Linda, Mark Raines, Jimmy Ketner, Hope Mackelprang 
 
For Expectant Moms 
Lija, Mya 
 
Those Prayed for on September 26, 2021 
 
Thanking God Today 
 

• Habitat Lutheran Coalition Volunteers, Building in Apex 
• *Jenny Piontek, Expanded Role as Youth Director 
• Wednesday Night Bible Studies, In Person 
• Blake and Lija, Expecting a Baby Boy 
• Sara’s Recovery 
• Lynette, Recovery from Fall 
• Mary Frances, At Home 
• Birthdays 
• Safe Travel and Vacations 
• Tom and Debi Bipes, 1st wedding anniversary 

 
For Healing 
 

• Tim Wicher 
• Diane, Betty 
• Mark Raines, Lung Cancer Diagnosis 
• Lena, Hope, Logan, Carol, Alice, Rachel, Bryan, Suzie, Ken, Harold, Herman, Gavin, Joel, Richard 
• Eye Surgery for Sister 



 
 
For Those Recovering From Surgeries and/or Procedures 
 

• *Pat Otten, Steve, *Eve, Kathy Siemon 
• Those Preparing for Surgery, Especially Tim Jenkins 

 
For Those Who Mourn 
 

• Family of Lary Boice, *Betsy Moll's Uncle 
• Family of Merridith Mongone 

 
For Protection, Wisdom, and Discernment 
 

• Healthcare Workers Worldwide, Especially Our Members Serving in Area Hospitals 
• All Caregivers, Especially Those Caring for Those with Dementia and Alzheimer's 
• Those Searching for Jobs and New Job Paths, Especially *Sue, *Tom 
• RLS Board, Staff, and Interim Leadership for Work of the Call Committee for Principal 
• RLC Coffeehouse and Blind Ministry, Guidance for When to Reopen 
• Communities Worldwide Suffering from Fires, Hurricanes, Floods, Earthquakes 

 
For Provision, Peace, Strength, and Patient Endurance 
 

• Those Struggling with Mental Health, Isolation, and Loneliness, Especially Those Living Alone or 
In Long Term Care 

• Churches with Pastoral Vacancies and Their Call Process 
• Janice, Ongoing Chemo Treatments 
• Fernley Wagner, Starting Radiation Treatments 

 
For the Lord’s Wisdom, Guidance, Strength for the Health and Well-Being of the People They Serve 
 

• Pastor Jonathan and Juli, Associate Pastor Zack and Kelsey, Assistant Pastor Alan, Faith and 
Family, and Area Pastors 

• RL Church and RL Schools Staff 
 
For Our Missionaries 
 

• *Mark and Megan Mantey, Uganda 
• Shauen and Krista Trump, Kenya 
•  JP and Aimee Cima, Cambodia 

  
Lord Jesus, thank You for Your abiding Presence and saving grace. All is in Your Hands. 

We trust You are working all things according to Your good plan and purposes, 
and with that trust and confidence, we release these prayers to You. In Your Holy Name, Amen. 

 
*RLC Members 
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Attendance and Giving 

In-Person Worship Attendance 

Saturday, September 25 
6:00 pm - 29 

Sunday, September 26 
8:00 am - 70; 9:30 am - 56; 11:00 am - 71 

Total In-Person Worship: 226 

 

Views of Online Worship at RLC’s YouTube Channel 

Sunday, September 26 
8:00 am - 110 views               11:00 am - 50 views 

Total Online Views: 160 

 

In-Person Sunday School Attendance 

Sunday, September 19 
Adult - 41               Youth - 26 

Total In-Person Sunday School Attendance: 67 

 

General Fund Giving and Spending - August 2021 

 Current Month Year to Date 

General Receipts $ 100,209.27 $ 189,002.21 

Total Disbursements $ 97,199.46 $ 195,756.47 

Receipts Less 
Disbursements 

$ 3,009.81 $ - 6,754.26 

Last Week’s Offerings: $10,778.93 

Average Weekly Giving for 2020/21: $22,198.24 

Average Weekly Giving Budgeted for 2020/21: $25,735.58 



  

  

We are grateful for all who are able to maintain financial contributions to our congregation! 

There are four ways to make your offering: 

• Place in offering plate as you exit the in-person worship service 

• Mail to Resurrection Lutheran Church, 100 Lochmere Drive West, Cary, NC 27518 

• Online Giving through our church website at rlcary.org/ministries/online-giving 

• Download the “GivePlus+” APP, search for Resurrection Lutheran Church, transfer 
funds from your checking or savings account to RLC 

 
Questions? Contact finance@rlcary.org. 
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