
  
 
  
  
 
  

100 Lochmere Drive West 
Cary, North Carolina 27518 

  
 
  

Worship 
Saturday at 6:00 pm   

Sunday at 8:00 am, 10:30 am 
10:45 am (contemporary) 

 
Christian Education 
Sunday at 9:15 am 

 
www.RLCary.org           Office@RLCary.org 

919-851-7248 
  

Resurrection Lutheran School: 919-851-7271 
Resurrection Lutheran Preschool: 919-851-7270 

 

     Service Times: 
   

Saturday     
 6:00 pm in Sanctuary 
  

Sunday 
 8:00 am in Sanctuary  
 9:30 am in Sanctuary 
        10:45 am in Family Life Center  

 
 

Worship 
 

Sunday, May 19 
 

9:30 am 
  

Come celebrate our RLC family 
 

together in one worship service! 
 

 



 
 
 
On Easter Sunday we had a wonderful time of celebration! With the voices of our Sanctuary Choir, Heavenly Handbells, 
Reign, Celebration Singers, Resurrection Brass Ensemble, organ and other instrumentalists — all were added to our 
voices from the congregation — we praised Our Lord for His Resurrection Victory over the death He suffered for us! 
 

Even as we celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus after three days in the tomb, we began to see that the resurrection 
of Faith in people can take a different amount of time. Our Gospel passage from Sunday left Peter wandering away 
from the empty tomb wondering what had happened. Thomas, on the Sunday after Easter, said he would not believe 
until he could see and touch the death wounds on the body of Jesus. These two went from confusion and doubt to 
confession and determination through the continuing work of the Lord. They came to have full Faith in the Resurrected 
Christ Jesus — but Jesus looks forward to us today and pronounces: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 
 

As the Easter series of our Lectionary (C) continues, our 1st lessons each week will be from the book of Acts. We will 
follow the adventures of the Apostles and other early members of the Church that Jesus has founded. The Gospel will 
begin its path from Jerusalem out to all nations. Many more paths to faith will be uncovered. Many more confessions 
of faith will be made. Many more trials of faith will be overcome. 
 

As we follow the growth of the early Church — we also want to celebrate the strength of Resurrection Lutheran Church 
in Cary. Just like we had so many worshippers participating in the Easter Celebration, on Sunday, May 19, we are 
planning many elements of worship and celebration with a single grand “CommUnity” service at 9:30 am in the Family 
Life Center for one weekend only. (There will be no Worship Service on Saturday, May 18, either. Then, our summer 
weekend worship schedule will begin the following Memorial Day weekend.) 
   

Let’s all join together as one and unite our voices again in Worship and Praise to our Risen Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 

The Monthly Newsletter of  
Resurrection Lutheran Church 
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“Our Light” – Congregational Highlights 
 

Each month, we are going to try to capture many of the highlights in our church, especially noting how we serve each 
other and our community. For the last month, some, but certainly not all, include the following: 
  

• What a blessing to add nine new families to RLC, with special thanks to those who are their membership partners. 
  

• Have you noticed some new faces during services this past month? Thanks to our members who are reaching out 
to them. 

 

• We are so fortunate to have great youth in our education program, as evidenced by the many “Faith” Confirmation 
statements we have already heard. Thanks to all those Teachers and Youth Leaders who have played a role in their 
lives. 

 

• As we start to develop our 2019-20 budget from a “Bottoms Up” basis, thanks to the newly expanded Finance 
Committee for all their work in developing the process, and beginning to get input from ministry leaders. 

 

• The Wednesday night concert by the Sheboygan Lutheran High School was special. Thanks to all those who 
supported this by hosting students overnight in their homes. 

 

• Mel Tolliver led the Annual Seder Supper for members. Mel’s ability to share key insights into this meal is greatly 
appreciated. 

 

• Our staff has worked together to make our Easter services special. 
 

• Our Uganda Mission Team held a special event — the movie, “Queen of Katwe" — that raised nearly a thousand 
dollars to cover team expenses. 

 

• We continue to be thankful for the work and support of our Fellowship Team, especially during our recent New 
Member Sunday. 

 

• Thanks to a secret “Elf” who works behind the scenes to maintain our outside church property. 
 
To share a “Light” experience, please send your note to WeeklyHighlights@rlcary.org. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Men’s Ministry Upcoming Events 
  

Men's Breakfast on Saturday, May 11 
7:30-9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 

All men, all ages invited! 
 

Men's Weekly Study and Fellowship 
Mondays, 7:00 pm 

In Room 240 of Family Life Center 
 

Save the Date! 
7th Annual Men's Retreat & Service Project 

March 20-22, 2020 
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After living in California for over 40 years, 
David Burroughs retired and moved to 
North Carolina to be closer to his son and 
family, eventually following them from 
Mooresville to Holly Springs. Prior to  
Resurrection, David was actively involved 
at Ascension Lutheran in Charlotte where 
he sang in the choir, served as an usher 
and assistant to the pastor, and made 
sure the coffee was ready on Sunday 
morning! David attends the 8 am service. 
 

Tom Farr and Ann Robinson-Farr have been blessed with 5 adult 
children between them, ages 27-32, and 2 golden retrievers. Ann 
grew up in Dayton, OH and was 
confirmed Lutheran in the 8th 
grade. A former member of 
RLC in its early years, Ann's 
thankful to be back home at 
Resurrection. She currently 
works in real estate and 
volunteers for Jobs for Life 
and Junior League. Tom is an 
attorney, enjoys studying the 
Word of God, U.S. history, fishing, and soccer. Tom and Ann are 
passionate about their faith, family, and friends. You'll see them 
at either 8 am or 10:30 am worship. 
 
Originally from Minnesota, Scott and Angela Ferguson come to 
us from St. Mark Lutheran Church in Phoenix, Arizona. They have 

two children, Elle Louise (5) and 
Otto (3). A financial advisor for 
Thrivent, Scott is passionate 
about helping people learn how 
to be wise with their money by 
leading educational workshops, 
supporting orphan care, and 
mentoring high school/college-
age kids. Angela works for 

Jostens, Inc. in IT, Salesforce Implementation. She is passionate 
about her kiddos and enjoys cooking, arts, and crafts. She loves 
music and sings in the Reign! praise worship band. The Ferguson 
family attend 10:45 am worship. 
 
Bill and Amie Frisbie moved to Cary last summer from the 
Washington, DC area with their three children Luke (10),  
Charlotte (7) and Noelle (4). All three attend RLP/RLS. Bill works 
for Gladstone Land which invests in farmland across the U.S.  
 

 
 

He is passionate about his kids’ 
activities including Boy Scouts, 
sports, and dance. He enjoys 
exercise and sports. Amie enjoys 
volunteering, dance, music, spend-
ing time with family, and being in 
nature. Bill and Amie come to us 
from Redeemer Lutheran Church 
in McLean, VA. The Frisbie family 
attends 10:45 worship. 
 

Zach and Renee Guerin moved to the area from Atlanta, GA - 
Renee in April 2016, and Zach when they were married October 
2017. Renee is originally from Michigan, Zach from Georgia. 
Zach works for a compliance software company out of the 
Atlanta area. Having grown up in Boy Scouts, Zach loves the 
outdoors and camping and is currently involved in Trail Life USA. 
He and Renee enjoy taking kayaks to Jordan Lake with their pup. 
Renee manages investments for North Carolina state retirement 
systems, helping to provide 
retirement income for police, 
teachers, firefighters, and other 
public servants of the state. 
She, too, enjoys the outdoors, 
hiking, biking, walking, and 
kayaking, and is passionate 
about raising awareness about 
healthy and sustainable food 
through her work with the 
Carolina Farm Stewardship Association. Renee recently 
completed an Executive MBA program at UNC-CH. Zach and 
Renee attend 10:30 worship. 
 

Karen Keiper moved to Cary from Wilmington, NC where she and 
her husband Bill were members at 
Grace United Methodist. A native of 
western Pennsylvania, (“Go 
Steelers!”), Karen attended Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania and 
worked as a registered dietitian in 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and California. 
After Bill retired from the Chicago 
area in 2004, the couple moved to 
Apex and then to Wilmington for six 
years before finally returning to the 

area after the birth of their first granddaughter, Olivia. Karen and 
Bill enjoy spending time with their new grandchild and traveling 
the U.S. in their RV. Karen attends 10:30 worship. 

Welcome New Members! 
  

Developing and nurturing meaningful relationships is an important value in our church family. 
 Let’s welcome our newest members to Resurrection and help them connect, serve, learn, and grow! 
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Christopher Anderson Reed 
is the middle school music 
teacher at Southern Wake 
Academy. Chris also teaches 
private piano lessons and 
serves as a judge for local and 
state-level piano contests. He 
earned BM and MM degrees 
from Mars Hill University 
(1997) and the New Orleans 

Baptist Theological Seminary (2000). Chris served as the 
full-time parish musician for Apex's Jordan Lutheran 
Church 2009-2014. He is a member of the Southern 
Appalachian Chamber Singers, a professional choir based 
in Asheville. His hobbies include gardening, zip-lining, NC 
State football and basketball games, live music of all kinds, 
and trips to the NC mountains with his 8 year old long-
haired dachshund, Oscar. Chris now serves as RLC’s Praise 
and Worship Leader. 
 

Stacy Rice grew up in Louisville, Kentucky but was happy 
to transplant to North Carolina in 
2012. She currently serves as a 
high school English teacher and 
enjoys reading, learning new 
cultures, spending time with 
animals, cooking, baking, and 
being crafty. Stacy’s previous 
church was Parkwood Baptist 
Church in Louisville. She attends 
10:45 worship. 

Ellen and John Richter moved to Garner from Greenwood, 
SC last June to be closer to their daughter and her family 
and their grandchildren, Daniel (8), James (6) and Samuel 

(2). Ellen retired from the 
SC School System where she 
worked as speech language 
pathologist primarily with 
sixth grade students. She 
now works part-time with 
preschoolers. Ellen enjoys 
water aerobics, reading, 
taking short walks, and 

spending time with her grandsons. She served as a 
Stephen Minister in SC, and says she is in awe of how God 
works in one-on-one caring relationships. Ellen likes to 
attend both 10:30 and 10:45 worship. 
 

Fond family ties from the Kinston area prompted Bob 
Wiley to move to Holly Springs from Mercer Island, 
Washington near Seattle. 
Bob is real-estate investor 
and is actively engaged in 
the community through his 
involvement in Boy Scouts, 
the Durham Rotary, and as 
a political activist/strategist. 
Bob enjoys competitive 
rowing and singing in the choir. Look for Bob whenever 
the choir sings at either 8:00 am or 10:30 worship. 
 

Join us on Tuesdays and explore Visual Faith practices 
including gratitude journals, prayer flip books, and 
prayer calendars. We will have several simple projects 
for you to try that don't require special skills! 
 

We will be meeting in Room 151 on the following 
dates and times: 
 

May 28  6:30 - 8:00 pm 
June 18 & 25 9:30 - 11:30 am 
July 9 & 23 9:30 - 11:30 am 
August 6 9:30 - 11:30 am 

 

For more information, contact Jamee Thieme (jameethi39@gmail.com). 
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First Communicants 2019 
and Baptismal Birthdays 

Name 
  

Amelia Baldisserotto 
Anthony Barton 
Elena Bostick 
Cameron Brake 
Isabella Brown 
Brooke Cecco 
Lily Davis 
Savannah Hayes 
Danika Johnson 
Nicole Johnson 
Catherine Kendall 
 

Baptism 
  

10/19/2008 
1/13/2008 
3/1/2008 

3/16/2008 
11/17/2013 

5/4/2008 
10/6/2007 
5/18/2008 
6/1/2008 
8/6/2006 

6/15/2008 
 

Name 
 

Spencer Kostansek 
Angel Martin-Contreras 
Corbin Peacock 
Emma Peacock 
Wyatt Pittman 
Eva Robison 
Alexa Smith 
Reid Strengholt 
Luke Upton 
Hodge Williams 
Noah-Bell Yamamura 
 

Baptism 
  

7/6/2008 
7/19/2014 

11/10/2007 
11/10/2007 
11/11/2007 

9/9/2007 
9/21/2018 

10/28/2007 
5/4/2008 
6/15/2008 

11/11/2007 
 



Page 7 May 2019 

Where is Your Water Source? 
 

It’s a question we ask when we visit a village for the first time. A long walk 
to the bore hole means a rough morning for a child who fetches water 
before school. It adds another layer of complexity when a family wants to 
build a home with brick. It means laundry day is truly an entire day. It 
might be the difference between life and death—literally. 
 

Today the answer was vague waving and pointing gestures in direction of 
the horizon. Some said “it is there” but we really couldn’t understand 
where or how far. So we asked if they would show us and the children eagerly agreed. They formed an excited parade 
and were joined by more than a few adults as we walked along. Muzungu in the neighborhood? Such a rare thing!   
Everyone was curious and wanted to see what was happening. We hiked through the bush for a long time. Maybe 30 
minutes but I really don’t know exactly—it was hot, there was no shade, no relief from the sun. I could feel the heat 
from the ground through the soles of my sturdy shoes and wondered, not for the first time, about all those around me 
who were barefoot. Finally, we arrived. I came through the bush into a clearing and before me was what you see in 
these pictures. 
 

This was no bore hole. It was basically a huge mud pit, really the size of a small pond. The children had run ahead to the 
opposite side and believe it or not, were singing as we came into the open. It was at once an unbelievably beautiful and 
tragic scene. The picturesque trees, the children in their bright tribal colors, lined side by side and singing a local folk 
song simply because they were happy in the moment. It was certainly breathtaking, and I instinctively lifted my camera 
to take pictures. 

And then suddenly I stopped because I realized, to my horror, they were 
sharing this water with their animals. I saw the goats and the cattle 
standing on the water’s edge. They were drinking from it, bathing in it, 
and there was pretty clear evidence they were doing the rest of their 
business there as well. At once a beautiful and tragic scene. 
 

Not long ago I was showing a friend some pictures of Uganda. When we 
came to these I told her the same story and explained that the people in 
this village were sharing this water with the animals because it’s the only 
water available for miles. She looked at me and said “But they’re used to 
it, right? So, they won’t get sick from it?” I was shocked that she thought 

this. I hoped my face didn’t betray me as I patiently explained that no, they weren’t immune and yes, were definitely 
getting sick. Certainly, a Ugandan in a village can drink from a bore hole, (a well), that pumps clear water from the 
depths of the earth. You and I could probably do that too, just as our pioneer ancestors did. But no, they can’t share a 
water source like this with their animals and remain healthy. 
 

Inside I was screaming. Let’s set aside what might be inherent racism in her sentiments and give her the benefit of the 
doubt. Perhaps it was just plain ignorance or naivete—after all, she’s never traveled outside 
of her comfortable surroundings, has never been any place you couldn’t rely on the water 
coming from the faucet. But still I wondered—how could anyone think that a human being 
—an infant, a toddler, an elderly person with a chronic condition, or for that matter anyone 
at all—how could anyone remain healthy in such an environment? In fact, these are exactly 
the types of water sources that contribute to the high infant and child mortality rates in 
Uganda. How could my friend not understand this? 
 

I wanted to cry. We have so much education yet to do. 

Diary of a Muzungu 
  

“You will be My Witnesses … to the ends of the earth” – Acts 1:8 
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Yard Sale 
Saturday, June 8 - 8:00 am-Noon 

  

Start gathering items for the church yard sale! 
  

Donations can be dropped off in the Family Life Center 
Gym from 9:00 am-8:00 pm on Monday, June 3 through 
Friday morning, June 7. We are not accepting big TV’s, 
mattresses, or infant car seats. Call ahead if you need 
large items picked up at your home. 
 

If you are donating items, you are free to shop and 
purchase items early. 
 

Help is needed sorting items during the week. Help is 
also needed on the days of the sale. If you can donate a 
few hours, simply stop on in! No training needed! 
 

Proceeds to support youth traveling 
to National Youth Gathering. 

 

Questions? Contact Eunice 
Shoemaker, 919-802-5193 
(text or call), email 
eunice.shoemaker@gmail.com. 
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Student Ministry 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.”   Jeremiah 29:11 
  

We are approaching the end of the year’s activities and getting ready to celebrate our Seniors. It is a super exciting 
time to celebrate all of the joys God has gifted our Breakaway High School group (9th-12th grade) throughout this year.  
May is an important month in the youth group programs! 
 

On May 5 during Breakaway and on May 19 during our Community Service, we will celebrate our Seniors. It has been a 
blessing to watch them grow up and now to send them out to spread their wings with all the hope and plans God has 
for their futures! Don’t worry Seniors we aren’t done with you yet! 
 

May 19 also marks another important event. Our 8th grade Middle School kids are going to be welcomed into Break-
away with BLACKLIGHT NIGHT! This is an important rite of passage and it’s a great opportunity for the 8th graders to 
find out what Breakaway is all about. 
 

Our Breakaway Leadership team is getting set to finish up this year and already planning for the next. Our Leadership 
team will be set by May 19 so if you are a 10th-12th grader and have wanted to have a say in what we do in Breakaway, 
as well as build upon your leadership skills, grab an application and get it to Ms. Jenny now! I have 10 applications so 
far but would love more! Questions? Feel free to ask any of our current Leadership students or myself because we 
would love to have you on the team. Applications are outside the old office and in the Warehouse. 
 

God is good… ALWAYS! Here’s all of the Joys he has planned for us: 
 

 Breakaway 
 May 5: Fiesta Senior Celebration 
 May 12: No Breakaway – God Bless Our MOMS! 
 May 19: Black Light Night – Welcome 8th graders to BREAKAWAY! 
 

 NYG 
 FINAL PAYMENTS ARE DUE NOW! 
 May 19, 6:15-7:00 pm: Meeting (Just Kids) 
 June 8: YARD SALE! Start collecting and spring cleaning! Parent and Participant Meeting at 2:00 pm. 

 

Joy is abounding in Breakaway and we are so grateful!    
 

Joyfully His, 
Ms. Jenny 
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Gifts and Memorials   The following gifts have been received by RLC:   
For the Love Fund:   In Memory of Cheryl Bipes    Daniel and Dale Cogan  Robert Hoffmeister   In Memory of Alec Oesterling    Kelly and Wesley Wyatt  Randall and Cynthia Murray   In Honor of Bill Douglas’ Birthday    Larry and Kathi Carlson 

Safe Families for Children Raleigh is seeking a qualified, part-time Family Coach and Intake Specialist.  
 

This staff position involves training and supervising volunteer Family Coaches, managing the Intake procedure 
(including matching volunteers with partnering families), and growing referrals/intakes (primarily through developing 
relationships with community resources and referral partners).  Additionally, this staff position, together with other 
staff, provides on-call support to volunteers as needed.  
 

We are looking for the following: 
 

• Strong commitment to the mission of Safe Families for Children, alignment with the organization’s values, and 
desire to serve in this ministry (not just a “job”). 

 

• Must have excellent interpersonal and administrative skills as well as experience supporting at-risk families.  
 

• Experience navigating community resources and social services here in Wake County preferred.  
 

• Bachelor’s degree in social work or human services field; Master’s Degree in Social Work or Human Services 
field preferred. 

 

• 20 hours/week (with potential for more) -- generally during 9am-2pm timeframe however flexibility is needed. 
There are occasional weeknight meetings and speaking engagements.  Hours will involve a combination of in-office 
time (at Church of the Apostles) and out-of-office time (working remotely or out in the community).  

 

• Attendance at SFFC National Conference (September 19-20, 2019-Chicago) preferred.  
 

• This position receives supervision from the Chapter Director.  
 

To apply, email Kimberly Curlin at kcurlin@safefamilies.net with Resume and Cover Letter. 
 
 

Adult Christian Education Classes 
Sundays, 9:15-10:15 am 

 

May 5:   Mission & Ministry Presentation 
 With Uganda Mission Team 
 

May 12: Two One-Session Classes Offered 
 Descriptions listed in announcements. 
 

 Last Sunday School for Children and Youth 
 

May 19: No Class 
 

May 26: No Class 
 

June 2: Start of Summertime Bible Study 
 Description listed in announcements. 
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Lenten Donations Shared 

 

During Lent, we designated three 
outside ministries to share special 
offerings to support their efforts. 
 

Gifts were distributed as follows: 
 

Transitions HospiceCare - $1,211 
 

LCMS Disaster Response- $1,211 
 

Orphan Grain Train- $1,211 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Mike and Pam Allen 
 Jason and Jan Cecco – 15 years 
 Brad and Lindsey Verburgt – 15 years 
 

3 Chuck and Anne Heard 
 

6 John and Jodi Kopala – 30 years 
 

8 Leo and Char Magiera – 54 years 
 

9 Gary and Wilma Brown 
 Ron and Cori Elmer 
 

10 Lewis and Sandy Wuori 
 

11 Clinton and Patricia Peterson – 51 years 
 

12 Billy and Susan Hayes 
 John and Carole Shaeffer – 35 years 
 

15 Tony and Melissa Miranda 
 Mike and Mackenzie Sottini – 20 years 
 

16 Douglas and Kari Hayden 
 John and Carmen Madler 
 

17 Jonathan and Becky Berger 
 Mike and Sharon Hahne 
 Michael and Lynda Whitcher 
 

18 Colin and Jennifer Mudd 
 Don and Bernice Sonstroem – 56 years 
 

19 Ron and Marie Taylor 
 

20 Robin and Susan Harrell – 30 years 
 Stephen and Elaine Laux 
 

22 Jeff and Laura Fischer 
 

24 John and Terri Nance 
 Eric and Jennifer Peacock 
 

26 Robert and Diane Hoffmeister 
 Mark and Megan Mantey 
 

27 Ian and Derica Justice 
 Tom and Norma Pedersen – 30 years 
 Roland and Christy Rosas 
 

28 Greg and Lisa Card – 30 years 
 Tom and Deb Gebbia – 30 years 
 Devin and Heather Hilldale 
 Barry and Laura Needle 
 Stuart and Linda Shaw 
 Machiel and Magda Van Dyk 
 

29 Roger and Glenda Bushee 
 Don and Sara Kirkendall 
 Mark and Barb Storum 
 Matt and Sarah Williams – 20 years 
 

31 Dave and Jenny Beyer 
 Dave and Genny Upton 

*Names and dates are taken from our computer software, 
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
 

Ian and Lynn Gardiner – Jordan Lutheran Church, Apex, NC 
Gary and Jamie Myer – St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Columbus, IN 
Phillip and Heather Maxwell – Hope Lutheran Church, Wake Forest, NC 
Madison (Hayes) Rauscher – Westminster Presbyterian Church, Durham, NC 
Matt and Ashley Beaty – Our Savior Lutheran Church, Raleigh, NC 
Marilyn Geisler – Calvary by the Sea Lutheran Church, Honolulu, HI 
Bob and Kathi Youhas – Life in Christ Lutheran Church, Peoria, AZ 
Nathan and Erin Hostetter – St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Glen Burnie, MD 
Pat and Sandi Reynolds – Messiah Lutheran Church, Plano, TX 
Dan and Becky Thomas – Grace Lutheran Church, Durham, NC 
Shauen and Krista Trump – St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
                                                 Oconomowoc, WI 
Erik Persson – Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Chapel, NC 
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    www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
  

  
    www.instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 

Learn more about Resurrection Lutheran Church at 
  

www.RLCary.org   

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is 20th of each month. 

Please send submissions to Susan.Moore@RLCary.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Barbara Niffenegger 
 

2 Rick Moore 
 

3 Diane Hoffmeister 
 

4 Jason Cecco 
 Amanda Hagedorn 
 Gaye Ingram 
 Ron Taylor 
 Else Travers 
 

5 Glenn Key 
 Roland Rosas 
 

6 Carol Alonso 
 Kim Ashmore 
 Suzy Kolb 
 Mike Lovejoy-Johnson 
 John Shoemaker 
 

7 Bill Boyer 
 Michael Heffner 
 Nolan Kendrick 
 

8 Kim Leach 
 Ken McDonald 
 

9 Keith Braswell 
 Paavo Gresham 
 Cyndi Moore 
 

10 Mike Danilowicz 
 Evan Gallagher 
 Sara Kirkendall 
 Jessica Spears 
 Karen West 
 

11 Clinton Peterson 
 

12 Ellen Richter 
 Gus York 
 

13 Amelia Baldisserotto 
 Cecilia Brown 
 Holly Canupp 
 Mary Beth Klein 
 Scott Smith 
 

14 Savannah Grimes 
 

15 Lorraine Dilger 
 Cori Elmer 
 Karissa Evans 
 Scott Ferguson 
 Karen Ferro 
 Andrew Jannings 
 Ilea Kuo 
 Christa Newcomb 
 

16 Alison Adams 
 Sydney Holfelder 
 Chris Thiede 
 

17 Sean Boenig 
 Ian Justice 
 Dean Peters 
 Petra Weishaupt-Smith 
 

18 Jon Huddle 
 Katey Petz 
 Karin Sedivy 
 Brent Tackman 
 

19 Edward Altieri 
 Brady Collins 
 Claudia Guthrie 
 Jane Quetel 
 Bonnie Wade 
 Taylor Williams 
 

20 Tracy Kendrick 
 Robert Padden 
 Jim Zieglmeier 
 
 

21 Kevin Blackburn 
 Noelle Frisbie 
 Andie McBride 
 Fiona Measmer 
 Ethel Sherry 
 Kelsey Storum 
 

22 Katherine Mitchell 
 

23 David Brooks 
 Connor Chiaramonte 
 Trudy Haertling 
 John Heilman 
 Kristin Leahy 
 

24 David Beyer 
 Aven Williams 
 

25 Jack Gallagher 
 Roger Tesch 
 

27 Kristin Beyer 
 Abby Kolb 
 Kathy Rasmussen 
 Kyle Sottini 
 Sarah Williams 
 

28 Megan Cassimatis 
 Christy Rosas 
 Nicole Shaltanis 
 

29 Matt Bowling 
 Sam Burgiss Jr. 
 Adelyn Holfelder 
 

30 Eric Bostick 
 Claire Patterson 
 Misty Rayfield 
 Linda Shaw 
 Mike Sottini 
 Erin Wyatt 
 

31 Nathan Adams 

*Names and dates are taken from our 
computer software, “Shepherd’s Staff”. 
Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  





Christmas came early for Dan Paavola on Nov. 27, 1970, when his father took a break from the endless work of the 
family’s 200-acre dairy farm in Minnesota and drove the young Paavola into town to buy an early gift: his first 
motorcycle, a Yamaha 305. 
 

Paavola was still two years shy of the legal driving age at the time, but he’d already had years of experience with his 
father’s farming equipment. Paavola was only 7 when he first began to operate tractors, and by age 9 he had 
graduated to trucks. 
 

Even though the elder Paavola never rode motorcycles recreationally himself, he served as an Army mechanic during 
World War II. A man of few words, Edwin Paavola showed his love to his son through their mutual love of machinery. 
As soon as the pair returned home, young Paavola fired up his Christmas present, and from then on he was hooked. 
That was week one, and rarely a week has gone by without a ride. In fact, Paavola can guarantee that for the past 23 
years not a seven-day stretch has escaped him without at least one ride (and oftentimes many more). The Concordia 
University Wisconsin theology chair began to keep logs when he joined the university’s faculty in 1996 and knows 
down to the detail the temperature, distance, and weather conditions of his most interesting rides. 
 

Thus far, his record low temperature on a ride to work was 0 F, which he notched on Feb. 19, 2019. He rode his 2013 
Yamaha Super Ténéré that day, one of three bikes currently in his possession and among the 12 he’s owned over his 
lifetime. 
 

Paavola says his rides are largely to credit for his trademark sunny disposition. No matter the chill in the weather, once 
he’s on a bike his troubles inevitably melt away. 
 

“I tell my students, ‘You want me to ride. I’m a happier person when I ride,’” Paavola says with a grin. “If you have 
some issues or stress, a 60-mile round-trip commute to work will take it right out of you.” 
 

Weather permitting (his only deterrent typically is snow), Paavola will ride seven days a week, either from his home in 
Cedar Grove to Concordia’s Mequon campus or on his weekend travels to guest-preach at churches throughout 
Wisconsin. Each summer, he’s also certain to book two one-day trips to northern Wisconsin, and he tries to include at 
least one out-of-state excursion a year. Last summer, he rode the 1,109 miles home from Denver in one day. He left at 
3 a.m. and made it home in 16 hours and 45 minutes, stopping only for restroom breaks. 
 

In all his years of riding, Paavola has never had a wreck that caused serious injury. The closest he came was on Aug. 13, 
2014, when he hit a cement block on I-43 going 70 miles per hour. The car in front of him was able to straddle the 
block, but by the time it came into Paavola’s vision the collision was unavoidable. Paavola and his Super Ténéré 
launched into the air. When they landed, hard, on the road, the impact completely obliterated the air from his front 
tire and mangled the rim, but Paavola managed to keep the bike upright and ride it to a wobbly stop. 
 

“It took four weeks to repair, which is why you always have to have two motorcycles—or three in my case,” Paavola 
says. “If one goes down, you can’t possibly stop riding.” 
 

As if his driving skills weren’t impressive enough, Paavola has mastered the art of multitasking while on the road. The 
much-loved Concordia professor and noted LCMS theologian knows Scriptures so well that he’s able to draft his weekly 
sermons in his head while he rides. He also uses his travel time to mentally rehearse his homilies. 
 

Paavola prefers to ride solo; although occasionally his wife, Holly—whom he praises for selflessly supporting his hobby 
—will ride with him on the back of his 2016 Yamaha 
FJR1300ES. A mutual love of riding, however, is something 
Paavola eagerly shares with others. He even uses it as an 
icebreaker on the first day of classes. 
 

“I’ll draw a circle on the board and list a handful of my 
interests on it, and then ask students to identify where 
they connect with me on the circle,” Paavola explains. 
“‘Dogs’ is always the No. 1 commonality, by the way, 
but then ‘motorcycles’ usually rolls in as second.” 
 

— Kali Thiel is director of university communications for 
Concordia University Wisconsin and Ann Arbor. She may 
be reached at kali.thiel@cuw.edu or 262-243-2149. 
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