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The Monthly Newsletter of  
Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Joyfully Hemmed In  
 

My oldest daughter was going through a particularly challenging time recently. As I sat down to pray for her early one 
morning, I remembered her Confirmation verse, Exodus 14:14: “The Lord will fight for you, you need only to be still.” (NIV) 
Powerful words of encouragement to cover a particularly difficult time in my daughter’s early young adult life. Powerful 
words that originated from the mouth of Moses to the Israelites who looked up and saw the Egyptian army marching 
after them and the Red Sea looming before them. Trapped. Or, so they thought. That had to be terrifying. 
 

But there’s more to the story. 
 

Verse 15 says, “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.” After God 
instructs, He tells Moses what is about to happen and twice He declares, “I will gain glory.” Then comes verses 19-20. 
It’s a short paragraph. Three sentences tucked away between what is about to happen and what will happen. “Then the 
angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also 
moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the 
cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.” 
 

Picture this: The angel of God, whom God had commanded to travel with the Israelites, withdraws from the front, slips 
out of position, and moves behind them. Then God Himself, in the form of the pillar of cloud, His mighty Presence before 
them, now moves behind as well, providing a protective covering of light for them to travel, but a wall of darkness to 
keep them safely apart from their enemies. Protection before them and behind them. The Israelites are hemmed in. 
Covered. Fully protected. God is fighting for them. His Word is true. In Psalm 139:5, David writes, “You hem me in – 
behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me.” Now picture the faces of the Israelite men, women and children. 
God’s Holy Presence is surrounding them, His hand is upon them, and they’re about to witness an incredible miracle 
unfold, one they have yet to see. 
 

In weather terms the cumulonimbus cloud, or thunderhead, is a pillar storm cloud of intense power and strength. This 
brings us to the month we celebrate the Reformation. Martin Luther penned this first line in the beloved hymn of faith, 
A Mighty Fortress, sometime between 1527 and 1529: “A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.” A bulwark. 
A protective wall. A pillar of strength and might is He. And yet, in His great love and compassion, He continues to hem us 
in and rest His hand upon us as He did the Israelites. Even today, He whispers to our hearts, “I will fight for you. You need 
only to be still.” And when our souls quake, He reminds us, “Be still and know that I Am God” (Psalm 46:10). 
 

Our theme for Resurrection Lutheran Church and Schools this year coincides with that of our synod: Joy:fully Lutheran. 
What joy we have in our Savior and Brother Jesus, who came so we could have life to the fullest (John 10:10). He covers 
our sins and lives to intercede on our behalf (Hebrews 7:25). For His sake, the Father sees us clothed in robes of right-
eousness (Isaiah 61:10), heirs to the Kingdom (Romans 8:17). Through the waters of Baptism we are declared children 
of God (1 John 3:1), guaranteeing us rooms in God’s heavenly mansion (John 
14:2), guaranteeing us seats at the glorious banquet. What gifts from the 
Father. What undeserved love and favor! 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, may we joyfully live each day, ever thankful and 
secure in the knowledge that we are hemmed in, fully known, fully protected, 
and fully covered by God’s mighty Hand of grace. May all that we do be a 
reflection of that joy, for His glory and His glory alone. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

Serving Jesus with Joy, 
Deb Oesterling, RLC Connections 
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Stephen Ministry 20th Anniversary at Resurrection Lutheran Church! 
 

RLC has been supporting Stephen Ministry for 20 years and we would love to have you join us in this important caring 
ministry! Stephen Ministers listen and provide confidential visits with those who need Christian support during difficult 
times in life. A couple of the Bible verses we hold dear are Galatians 6: 2 and 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. 
 

We will be hosting an information session in November so you can learn more about what a 
Stephen Minister is, as well as how the ministry supports the church, community, and you! 
More details coming soon. We are holding training classes starting January 5, 2020 and look 
forward to having you join us! 

 

 
Save the Date! 

 

Congregational Forum 
Sunday, October 20 

 

Details to follow. 
 

Childcare will be available. 



Page 4 October 2019 

What a wonderful event! Good food, great desserts, fun games, and the best fellowship around! 
Thank you to all who joined us and to those who worked behind the scenes to make this incredible event happen! 
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“Our Light” – Congregational Highlights 
 

Each month we seek to capture many of the highlights in our church, especially noting how we serve each other and 
our community. For the last month, some, but certainly not all, include the following: 
 

 1. WOW – THE FALL FESTIVAL WAS A GREAT EVENT – IT MET A KEY GOAL OF INVOLVING ALL MEMBERS 
  IN ONE ACTIVITY. Approximately 260 people attended the event, including individuals who are not 
  members. Several families who will be joining RLC this fall also attended. There are so many people 
  to thank. First, our Junior and Senior High Youth Directors, along with many of our youth, for all the 
  organization and coordination; to Chef Kim for the great food; to all those who brought special 
  desserts for the dessert judging contest. 
 

 2. AGAIN, WE WANTED TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO THANK EVERYONE WHO DIRECTLY OR BEHIND 
  THE SCENES HAS CONTRIBUTED TO HELP RLC MOVE FORWARD DURING OUR TRANSITION. 
 

 3. Special thanks to all those who attended our Call Service. Great congregational representation. 
 

 4. Thanks to Tim Hiteshew for his continued support and coordination of the Habitat Lutheran Coalition 
  Service Build and those who are volunteering. 
 

 5. We continue to have strong attendance at our Adult Ed classes. Thanks to those leading these sessions. 
  Also, thanks to those leading and supporting the Men’s Group and WNW. 
 

 6. Both RLS and RLP are off to a good start. They continue to get additional enrollment opportunities. 
  Additionally, RLS has started a Strategic Planning process. 
 

 7. The High School Sunday program is off to a great start with 39 members attending the Kick-Off meeting. 
 

 8. Our Confirmation program has started. Thanks to MaryAnn Unger for all the behind the scenes 
  organization and to the Confirmation Teachers. 
 

 9. The Council is in the process of forming a Team to look at our overall security. More to follow. 
  Please contact Bob Shimmel if interested in being part of this Team. 
 

 10. Thanks to all those who are working to put together our New Member class, which will be held on 
  September 28. 
 

 11. John Wood has already locked in the dates for our 2020 Appalachia Service Project (ASP) event. 
 

 12. The Stewardship Team held its initial meeting and have outlined several key steps. They have 
  recommended that we initiate this program in the spring when we hope to have a Senior Pastor. 
 
To share a “Light” experience, please send your note to WeeklyHighlights@rlcary.org. 
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LUTHERAN COALITION 
  

2019 Build 
  

September 7-November 9, 2019 
 

Lutheran Coalition 
Lutheran churches came together in 2006 to fund and 
build a Habitat Wake home in Raleigh. In partnership 
with Thrivent, Lutheran Coalition then built homes in 
2007 (Raleigh), 2008 (Knightdale), 2009 (Cary), and 
2015-2016 with the Building Independence project 
in Raleigh. The 2018 Build started an annual building 
effort. 
  

Lutheran Coalition Special Events 
  

Church Staff Work Morning: 
Thursday, November 7 from 8:15 AM-11:30 AM 
  

Dedication Ceremony: 
TBD 

  

Resurrection Lutheran Work Days: 
(Sign Up at Habitat Volunteer Website Listed Below) 
  

October 19 - Need 7-8 RLC Volunteers 
  

November 2 - Need 7-8 RLC Volunteers 
  

Dedicated Volunteer Registration Link: 
http://vhub.at/lutheranbuild 

 
 

For more information, contact Tim Hiteshew 
at 919-454-6505 or Hiteshew.Tim@Gmail.com. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Veterans of All Ages - October 9 
 

Join us for lunch, 12-noon, the 2nd Wednesday of every 
month at (new place!) Cary Towne Center Food Court. 

 

Share your 1st-hand experiences regarding service, 
benefits, healthcare or anything else of mutual interest. 

  

It will bond us together and build each other up to pray for 
and help other Veterans. 

  

We're meeting up regularly again for fellowship, 
encouragement and support! 

 

Roll Call at Noon, civies OK. ALL Veterans are welcome! 
  

Gary Brown      gbrown@nc.rr.com 

RLW Quilters and Crafters 
 

HOW to get involved: 
 

MEET with us every Tuesday from 11:30 am-3:00 pm 
in Room 151 to sort fabric, cut, design, sew, and tie 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief! 
 

SEW a quilt top at home using one of our ready-to-sew 
packs of fabric squares or use your own fabric to make 
a quilt top, 60 in. x 80 in. 
 

DONATE cotton fabric, thin blankets, all sizes of bed 
sheets, or Thrivent Dollars to help us get supplies to 
make more quilts! 
 

REJOICE on OCTOBER 19-20 with our ministry as our 
church calls down God's blessings on the quilts we 
have made! 
 

QUESTIONS? Contact Eileen Douglas (703-409-3097) 
or Diane Hoffmeister (919-624-7886). 

RLC Women’s Dinner at O’Charley’s  
Thursday, October 17 at 6:30 pm  

  

O’Charley’s Restaurant, Ashville Avenue 
(Next to WakeMed Cary Hospital)  

  

     RSVP to Carol Bostick by 
        Monday, October 14 
        to cjbostick@att.net 
           or 919-270-7914. 

 

Please join us for fellowship and bring a friend!  
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Vicar Alan’s Coaching Corner 
 

I vaguely introduced my Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP) ministry as "leadership development" 
and "congregational coaching". What does that mean? Well, over the next series of newsletter 
contributions, I hope to make you think, raise additional questions, and pique your interest 
enough to explore coaching. But for now, it essentially boils down to this: I'm a thinking 
partner to help you mull through decisions about your spiritual life, your personal life, or your 
business life; I'm an accountability partner that will help you stay aligned with your goals; I'm 

a travel partner that will walk alongside you to whatever is next. But I also want to add “commitment” to each partner-
ship. When you're looking for a partner, you want someone who is committed to seeing that journey through with you.  
My specific ministry is designed with commitment to walk with you on a coaching journey. 
 

Thinking Partner: This is probably the most widely known coaching relationship. You have a work project, new business 
idea, hobby to explore, or any number of other questions you just can't find an answer that works best for you. That's 
where coaches can help. You’re the subject matter expert and it’s my job to listen and ask powerful questions - some-
times questions that make absolutely no sense in the moment - to bring clarity. The topics can be about anything, but I 
specialize in leadership development, strategic design, and congregational development. Need a thinking partner? Let's 
get to work. 
 

Accountability Partner: This one is easier to explain. Ideas move forward when there is a system for accountability. I'm 
writing this article because I told my coach I'd have the first article for her to read by tomorrow night (as I write this).  
Accountability partners provide encouragement, creativity, and well…accountability. Whether you're looking to lose 
weight, start a devotional/prayer routine, write a book, or find time to spend with your family, an accountability partner 
can help you move forward. Have you been procrastinating on something and need a friendly push? Let's get to work. 
 

Travel partner: While I'd love to go around the world with you, that's not what I'm talking about. This involves self-
awareness, discovery, and action. You may want to use a behavior assessment like DiSC or RightPath, discover your high 
performance pattern, explore communication techniques for difficult or critical conversations, lead a strategic visioning 
session for your business, learn leadership development resources, or any number of other tools that raise awareness, 
provide clarity, and set new goals that move you, your business, or your church forward. Are you on a journey and need 
someone to help you discover who you are and where you're going? Let's get to work. 
 

That's it in a nutshell. It starts with you. If you think this is something you would like to know more about, let me know 
and let's get to work. 

Keeping our Hearts on Jesus 
 

A Pre-Advent Retreat, led by Marlene Kibler, will be held on Saturday, November 16 in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

This will be a time to prepare our hearts for Advent and to enjoy fellowship with each other including lunch, prepared 
by Chef Kim. Registration and light snacks begin at 9:00 am, with the retreat program starting at 9:30 am. Our program 
will wrap up by 3:00 pm. The registration fee is $10. Registration forms will be in church mailboxes in early October 
with a registration deadline of Sunday, November 10. Please join us! 
 

For more information, contact Cynthia Wyse (cwyse1919@gmail.com) or Jamee Thieme (jameethi39@gmail.com).  
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Children and Family Ministry 

Nursery for Infants and Toddlers 
Nursery is available in Room 115 of the Preschool wing. 
Sign your child in with adult nursery attendant. 
 

Due to children with food allergies, no food or snacks will 
be allowed in the nursery on Sundays. 
 

Worshipping with Small Children 
Quiet activity bags, books, and worksheets are located in 
the Narthex and at the children’s table in the lobby of the 
Family Life Center. 
 

Children are welcome in all of our worship services! 
God loves the little children, and so do we! If your child 
needs a break, feel free to use Room 115 during Sanctuary 
services and Room 151 during the Praise service. 

Children's Church 
for ages 3-6, is held 
weekly during the 
10:45 worship service. 
  

Children are dismissed 
before the sermon for 
20 minutes to gather together for a short lesson or 
story about the theme of the day. They will work on a 
craft and/or sing a song that matches the story. This 
time will help them grow their faith. 

Third Grade Bibles 
On Sunday, October 27 at beginning of 10:30 service, 
Third Grade Students will be presented with a Bible 
and receive a blessing. Parents are asked to participate 
in this special event. 

Fifth Grade 10 Commandments 
You should be getting close to being half way through 
the commandments. 
 

The 10 Commandment review and optional overnight 
will be on November 1 from 7:30 pm until 7:30 am. 
 

Families will receive more details via email or mailing.  

Questions you may have regarding any of these programs or events can be directed to 
the Co-Directors of Children and Family Ministry, MaryAnn.Unger@rlcary.org or Lea.Webb@rlcary.org. 

Welcome to the Family! 
Lutheran Baptism Theology and Practice 
This one session class is for parents who are planning 
to have their child baptized at Resurrection. This class 
will help you understand Lutheran Baptism theology 
and practices. Families are requested to participate in 
order to be prepared for their child's baptism. There 
will be time for instruction and time to allow you to 
meet and form connections with other Resurrection 
families. All materials will be provided. 
 

Next class will be held on Sunday, October 27 from 
9:15-10:15 am in Room 244 of the Family Life Center. 

 

Contact MaryAnn Unger at maryann.unger@rlcary.org 
to receive materials prior to class. 



Had a great time on Saturday morning 
packing lunches at Brown Bag Ministry 
with some awesome middle schoolers! 
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Student Ministry 
Ignite (6th-8th grades) 
 

The Summer Mission Trip to Harrisburg, PA is now full! 
If you would like to put your child on the waitlist if a space should 
open up, please contact myself or Ms. Jenny. 
 

Car Wash Tickets Still On Sale! 
$10 for $20 Car Wash at Tidal Wave Car Wash in Apex. Flyers are 
in your church mailbox or contact me for tickets. This is a fundraiser 
for the Summer Mission Trip. 
 

UP NEXT:  
 

Friday, October 18 from 6:30-8:00 pm - Campfire 
Join us for a fun-filled night under the stars!  
      • campfire     • s'mores     • games      • sing-a-longs 
 

Friday, October 18-Saturday, 19 - Campfire and Lock-In 
6:30 pm-8:30 am     Please RSVP to me. 
Come for the campfire and stay for the night!   
 

JoyFully, 
Ms. LeAnn, Middle School Youth Director - leann.trautman@rlcary.org 
 

Breakaway (9th-12th grades) 
 

We are off to a great start with so much more to come! We have largely been working on our Connections or 
Relationships with Christ, with friends and family, and with each other. Within Breakaway, we have so many ways 
to connect through our service projects, Youth Sunday (October 20), Breakaway, Open Warehouse, and Connection 
Café… just to name a few. Come get connected! 
 

Sundays:  Connection Café at 9:15 am, Breakaway at 6:45-8:30 pm 
 

Wednesdays:  Open Warehouse at 6:30-7:30 pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joyfully His, 
Ms. Jenny, High School Youth Director - jenny.piontek@rlcary.org 
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Gifts and Memorials 
  
The following gifts have been received by RLC: 
 
For the Love Fund: 
 
In Memory of Dick Kieffer 
 James and Luann Zieglmeyer 
 Brian and Kathleen Kelly 
 
In Honor of Sue Campau's Birthday 
 Fran and Bill Xenakis 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Van and Linda Crandall 
 

2 Mike and Tracey Lovejoy-Johnson 
 Aaron and Christa Newcomb – 15 years 
 

5 Jeff and Sherry Buser 
 Derric and Jennifer Grimes 
 Tom and Darlene Sekel 
 

6 Bruce and Annette Kennedy 
 Jeff and Kristin Leahy 
 Chris and Julia Thiede 
 Mark and Mindy Tomasevich – 40 years 
 

8 Terry and Diane Cuper 
 

9 Haynes and Cathy Campbell 
 

12 Colin and Peggy Hayes 
 

14 Elliot and Holly Canupp 
 Nicholas and Heide Cassimatis 
 Glenn and Rebecca Hagedorn 
 Greg and Irina Jorgenson 
 Ken and Alisa McDonald 
 

 
 
 

16 Todd and LeAnn Trautman 
 

17 David and Julie Simmons 
 

18 Chris and Lisa Duke 
 

19 John and Jennifer Bolte 
 

21 Jerry and Joan Copperthwaite – 30 years 
 Jake and Amy Lambert 
 

22 Matthew and Lauren Bowling 
 Zach and Renee Guerin 
 

24 Ryan and Katy Johnson – 10 years 
 

25 Dennis and Linda Merrill 
 John and Leslie Welch 
 

26 Jonathan and Tina Kendall 
 Peter and Cindy Veit 
 

27 Joseph and Linda Mangino 
 Gary and Joyce Roth – 35 years 
 

28 Michael and Laura Lubak – 30 years 
 

29 Christopher and Melissa Holfelder 

*Names and dates are taken from our computer software, 
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

 

Christ wants you to know who He 
is and what He has done for us. 
Concordia Publishing House 
is here to help you with that. We are 
dedicated to helping Christ’s families 

read, study, teach, and learn about the miracles that 
God has shown us. Our newest releases, such as the 
Portals of Prayer Devotional Bible, Enduring Faith 
Sunday School Curriculum, The Mighty and The 
Mysterious, and The Growing in Faith Bible Story-
book, in addition to thousands of other resources, 
 allow for families of all ages and stages to share in 
Christ’s love. CPH is overjoyed to be able to offer 
these resources for your family to grow with Christ 
for generations to come. To see all we have to offer, 
please visit us at cph.org.  
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    www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
  

  
    www.instagram.com/ResurrectionLutheranCary 
  

Learn more about Resurrection Lutheran Church at 
  

www.RLCary.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Shelly Blackburn 
 Irene Daehnke 

Robin Harrell 
Jennifer Kirby 
Colin Mudd 
Mark Otten 
Anna Porter 
Alan Tharp 
Todd Vagle 

 

2 Lorraine Bleeke 
 Olivia Dargan 
 Jane Dienes 
 

3 Kira Bostick 
 Gina Casselberry 
 Patsy Padden 
 Jennifer Peacock 
 

4 Sue Anderson 
 Everett Bostian 
 Dara Linn 
 Bob Williams 
 Sandy Wuori 
 

5 Claudette Lund 
 

6 Harper Duke 
 Susan Jones 
 Justin Pedersen 
 Doug Spitz 
 Sue White 
 

7 Luke Bishop 
 Emma Striker 
 LeAnn Trautman 
 Joseph Wuori 
 

8 Nancy Balsamello 
 Todd Nichols 
 Leah Robison 
 

9 Shari Bishop 
 Nathan Jahnke 
 Bruce Kennedy 
 Lindsay Veit 
 Bill Werner 
 

10 Tiara Dienes 
 Dawn Dunn 
 Emily Elmer 
 Ethan Elmer 
 Chris Klein 
 

11 Robert Bruce 
 Camryn Huddle 
 Lynn Miller 
 Halle Scott 
 

12 Lauren Bowling 
 Olivia Lubak 
 Susan Minier-Salomon 
 

14 Paula Boehm 
 Dean Dudek 
 Barbara Erickson 
 Charles Stephanoff 
 

15 Charlie Hayden 
 Lisa Whynot 
 

16 Dave Edeal 
 Garry Grabow 
 Patrick Sekel 
 Mary Suskin 
 

17 Garrett Nigg 
 

18 Tim Farmer 
 Robin Kube 
 Marta Striplin 
 

20 Benjamin Heffner 
 Silas Robison 
 

21 Tyler Petz 
 Magda Van Dyk 
 Greg Williams 
 

22 John Cook 
 John Wasilak 
 

23 Lee Dunn 
 Aidan Leahy 
 

24 Tom Farr 
 Jeff Fischer 
 Gail Rasdorf 
 Cynthia Wyse 
 

25 Sydney Edeal 
 Chris Tilley 
 

26 Peggy Hayes 
 Emily Morgan 
 Grace Smith 
 

27 Samuel Huddle 
 

28 Carol Baxter 
 Otto Ferguson 
 Debbie Wasilak 
 

29 Rees Dudek 
 Amanda Farmer 
 Donna Krupcale 
 

30 Liz Heise 
 Tom Kuhl 
 

31 Bill Easton 
 Renee Guerin 
 Karol LaCroix 
 Kelly Porter 
 David Sherry 

*Names and dates are taken from our 
computer software, “Shepherd’s Staff”. 
Please notify the church office of 
omissions and changes. Thank you!  

  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
is the 20th of each month. 

 

Please send submissions to 
Susan.Moore@RLCary.org. 






